




















































































































































































hearted participation in the court or high society of France. While he hopes to use his 

young men to spread virtue in the social sphere, he has little faith in the strength of 

character possessed by women. Under such dangerous influences of vice and 

decadence, the weakness of a woman's person would surely lead her to ruin. Chetardye 

feels that it is best for the woman to concern herself with piety, chastity and obedience 

to the wishes of her family. The relative freedom that seventeenth-century French elite 

women enjoyed is admitted by the author. However, he does not feel that most women 

are strong enough to remain virtuous given the freedom to choose vice. The traditional 

role of the woman as the manager of the household and the care-giver of the family is 

dependent upon her virtue. Without her purity and dedication to this role, the noble 

family will lose the important foundation that it needs. Chetardye's noblewoman has 

her own duty, to encourage the growth of virtue in the private sphere. 

Our author is not alone in his desire for emphasis on the domestic virtues of the 

nobility. As noted in chapter IV, such pious individuals as Madame de Maintenon and 

Fénélon dedicated much effort to the establishment of a school for young noblewomen 

which taught such virtues. The lifestyle of many prominent French noblewomen did not 

conform to these ideals however, and the freedom and romantic diversion of salon 

culture would have been attractive to many young women. By the same token, many 

young men would have undoubtedly been drawn to the decadence and social prestige of 

the life of a courtier. Chetardye has one final card to play in his instructions for both 

noblemen and women. Life has only two possible endings, as our author points out, 

heaven and hell. The honnête homme and honnête femme that Chetardye has 
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constructed in his book will reach the desired end. The salvation of the soul is the 

reward that Chetardye offers for the subscription to his ideal. 

Chetardye is a valuable ambassador for the crown and the Church to the 

traditional nobility. He is a traditional noble, as well as a pious man of the crown, who 

endorses the values of the new "tame" nobility. In his ideal, Chetardye has combined 

the desires of the King for a controlled, servile nobility with the Catholic Reformation 

push for piety and self restraint. There are nonetheless elements of traditional noble 

honor and universal manliness to satisfy the demands of noble culture and Chetardye's 

plan also accounts for ambition and pride. He draws on traditional elements of honor 

for just that reason and tries to bridge the gap between noble and royal ideals to create 

the perfect nobleman. 

Chetardye's purpose then, is to encourage those traits which he establishes as 

ideal. He wants to create a group of nobles who have all the qualities necessary to the 

nobility and who use their proper sense of honor to rule these traits. But above all they 

must be governed by their loyalty to God and to the King. The author despises the 

corruption that has taken control of the nobility and that works against his ideal. 

Dishonesty and drunkenness, coquetterie and galanterie are ruining Chetardye's ideal of 

nobility. Our author is a romantic who wants to preserve the proud tradition that he sees 

in the noble past, among the noble members of the Sun King's court. 

"Laissez la médiocrité aux Personnes médiocre & tenez pour maxime qu'un 
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jeune Homme qui se contente de ce qu'il a, ne mérite pas ce qu'il possède."7 Chetardye 

wants the nobility to strive for the greatness and glory of old within the confines of their 

new role. By virtue of their blood, the noblesse d'épée already posses the merit 

necessary to be great men and virtuous women. Chetardye believes that if the traditional 

nobility build upon their innate qualities of virtue and honor, if they dedicate themselves 

with the effort, discipline and ambition that he deems necessary, they can give the 

nobility a new success. Such a success would ensure the distinction of the nobility, and 

add to the magnificence of the King and all of France. 

7Chetardye, Section II: 102 (Leave mediocrity to mediocre people and hold as a 
maxim that a young man who is content with what he has, does not deserve that which 
he possesses.). 
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