




















































































































































































Introduction 

This survey is designed to help understand the nature of adolescent relationships with 
peers, school, and family. It is also designed to help gain a better picture of violence 
amongst Lethbridge youth. We DO NOT want to know about individual students. DO 
NOT write your name anywhere on this questionnaire. The survey is completely 
anonymous. No one but you will know how you answer the questions. You should 
just answer each question by telling the truth. 

Your participation in this survey is completely voluntary. If you do not feel 
comfortable answering any question, or if you do not feel that you can answer it honestly, 
leave it blank. If you do not wish to take the survey at all, please work quietly at your 
seat while it is completed by other students. 

If you have any questions, or are unsure of what any part of the questionnaire is asking, 
please feel free to raise your hand and I will come to your seat to help you. 

Directions 

• DO NOT write your name anywhere on this questionnaire. 
• When you have completed the survey, place it in the box, through the slot in the 

top, which is located at the front of the classroom. 
• Please check off the appropriate answers or circle your answers, as indicated, 

making sure to only give ONE answer for each question. 
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A) The first few questions are about you and your background. 

Please Circle 

1) Are you male or female? Male Female 

2) Which of the following best describes you: White Black Native 
Asian (Oriental) East Indian or Pakistani Other 

3) How many brothers/sisters do you have? 

4) With whom do you live? Mother & Father Mother Only Father Only 

Mother/Father & Step-parent Other 

5) What grade are you in? 9 10 11 12 

6) What is your age? 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

7) Does your father have a job? Yes No 

8) If so, what is your father's job? 

9) Does your mother have a job? Yes No 

10) If so, what is your mother's job? 

11) Do you have a job? Yes No 

12) If yes, how many hours a week do you work? 

13) Do you take part in extra curricular activities (sports, clubs)? Yes No 

14) If yes, how many hours a week do you spend on these activities? 
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B ) For each of the following statements, please circle the number that best 
describes you, using the scale below. 

1 
Strongly 
Disagree 

2 
Disagree 

3 
Unsure 

4 
Agree 

5 
Strongly 
Agree 

1) I consider myself to be religious. 
1 2 3 4 5 

2) If so, my religion is 

3) I think it is important to attend church regularly. 
1 2 3 4 5 

4) In today's society, it is important to get an education. 
1 2 3 4 5 

C ) The following questions are related to how you feel about certain situations. 
Take a minute to think about how you usually feel in these types of situations. 

For each of the following statements, please circle the number that best describes you, 
using the scale below. 

1 
Does not 
describe 
me at all 

2 
Hardly 
describes me 

3 
Unsure 

4 
Describes 
me pretty 
well 

5 
Describes me 
very well 

1) I feel sorry for people less fortunate than me. 
1 2 3 4 5 

2) I find it difficult to see things from the 'other person's' point of view. 
1 2 3 4 5 

3) When I see someone being treated unfairly, I feel protective towards 
them. 
1 2 3 4 5 

4) I don't like hearing about acts of violence. 
1 2 3 4 5 

5) I would describe myself as a caring person. 
1 2 3 4 5 
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1 2 3 4 5 
Does not Hardly Unsure Describes Describes me 
describe describes me me pretty very well 
me at all well 

6) Other people's problems do not bother me. 
1 2 3 4 5 

7) If I'm sure I'm right about something, I don't waste time listening to other 
people's arguments. 
1 2 3 4 5 

8) I believe that there are two sides to every story and try to look at them both. 
1 2 3 4 5 

9) I don't feel sorry for other people when they are having problems. 
1 2 3 4 5 

10) Before criticizing somebody, I try to imagine how I would feel if I were in his/her 
place. 

1 2 3 4 5 

11) I find it entertaining to watch two people get into a fist fight. 
1 2 3 4 5 

D ) The next few questions deal with your feelings about violence. Please circle the 
number that best represents how much you agree or disagree with each of the 
following statements, using the scale below. 

1 2 3 4 5 
Strongly Somewhat Unsure Somewhat Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

1) If someone insulted me, I think it would be okay to hit them. 
1 2 3 4 5 

2) If someone hit me first, I think it would be okay to hit them back. 
1 2 3 4 5 

3) Fist fights are the best way to deal with certain situations. 
1 2 3 4 5 

4) It's okay to beat someone up if they really deserve it. 
1 2 3 4 5 
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E) The next set of questions deal with acts of vandalism. Please answer whether 
or not you have ever done any of the following things, by circling either YES or 
NO for each. 

Have you ever...? 
1) Smashed bottles on the street, school grounds, or other areas? Yes No 

2) Intentionally damaged or destroyed property belonging to your parents or other 
family members (brothers, sisters)? Yes No 

3) Intentionally damaged or destroyed property belonging to a school, college, or 
university? Yes No 

4) Intentionally damaged or destroyed other property (signs, windows, mailboxes, 
parking meter, etc.) that did not belong to you? Yes No 

5) Intentionally damaged or destroyed property belonging to your employer or at 
your workplace? Yes No 

6) Slashed, or in any way damaged seats on a bus, in a movie theatre, or something 
at another public place? Yes No 

7) Written graffiti on a bus, on school walls, on restroom walls, or on anything else 
in a public place? Yes No 

F) The next set of questions deals with various types of theft. Please indicate 
whether or not you have ever done any of the following things, by circling either 
YES or NO. 

Have you ever...? 
1) Stolen, taken, or tried to take something from a family member or relative (e.g., 

personal items, money, etc.)? Yes No 

2) Stolen, or tried to take something from a store worth less than $100? (e.g., pack of 
gum, money, shirt, watch, video game, shoes, etc.)? Yes No 

3) Stolen, or tried to take something from a store worth more than $100 (e.g., leather 
jacket, car stereo, bike, money, etc.). Yes No 

4) Stolen, or tried to take something that belonged to 'the public' (e.g., street signs, 
construction signs, etc.)? Yes No 

5) Stolen or tried to steal a motor vehicle (e.g., car, motorcycle, jet ski)? Yes No 

6) Bought or sold stolen goods? Yes No 
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Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

G) The next set of questions deal with types of violence and aggression. Please 
indicate, as honestly as you can, if you have ever done any of the following things, by 
circling either YES or NO. 

Have you ever...? 
1) Hit or threatened to hit a person? 

2) Hit or threatened to hit your parent(s)? 

3) Hit or threatened to hit another student at your school? 

4) Hit or threatened to hit someone from a different school? 

5) Used force or threatened to beat someone up if they didn't give you money or 
something else you wanted? Yes No 

6) Been involved in a fight where you and a group of others 'ganged up' on another 
person? Yes No 

7) Been involved in a fight where the other person required medical attention? 
Yes No 

8) Watched a fist fight (other than on t.v.)? Yes No 

H) The next set of questions ask about impulsive behaviour. Please circle the 
number that best describes you, using the scale below. 

i 
Does not 
describe 
me at all 

2 
Hardly 
describes me 

3 
Unsure 

4 
Describes 
me pretty 
well 

5 
Describes me 
very well 

1) I act on the spur of the moment without stopping to think. 
1 2 3 4 5 

2) If I feel like doing something, I do it without thinking about the consequences. 
1 2 3 4 5 

3) I have a well thought-out reason for almost everything I do. 
1 2 3 4 5 

4) I can work for a long time without becoming bored. 
1 2 3 4 5 
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1 
Does not 
describe 
me at all 

2 
Hardly 
describes me 

3 
Unsure 

4 
Describes 
me pretty 
well 

5 
Describes me 
very well 

5) I usually say the first thing that comes into my mind. 
1 2 3 4 5 

6) I take risks without stopping to think about the results. 
1 2 3 4 5 

I) Take a minute to think about your family and friends. The next set of questions 
ask about your relationships with the people around you. Please circle the number 
that best represents how much you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements, using the scale below. 

1 2 3 4 5 
Strongly Somewhat Unsure Somewhat Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 

1) My parents care about me. 

2) People in my family understand me. 

3) My family and I have fun together. 

4) I feel close to people at school. 

5) I feel like I am a part of my school. 

6) I am happy to be at my school. 

7) The teachers at my school treat students 
fairly. 

8) My friends are very important to me. 

9) My friends care about me. 

10) My friends understand me. 

11) My friends and I have fun together. 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 
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J) Think about who you go to when you have a problem. Indicate who you 
would turn to when you are upset or have a problem, by circling the number 
that best explains how you feel, using the scale below. 

at all 
2 
A little 

3 
Don't have 
such a person 

4 
Somewhat 

5 
Very 
much 

When you have problems, how much can you rely on each of the following people? 

1) Mother 1 2 3 4 5 

2) Father 1 2 3 4 5 

3) Other family member(s) 1 2 3 4 5 

Thank you for your participation in this survey. Please put your competed survey into 
the slot on the top of the box, located at the front of the room, and then remain quietly 
seated until all others have finished their surveys. 
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APPENDIX C: 

Individual Scale Items 
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A) Empathy Cronbach's Alpha for index: 0.759 

Likert Items 

1) I feel sorry for people less fortunate that me. 
2) I find it difficult to see things from the 'other person's' point of view. 
3) When I see someone being treated unfairly, I feel protective towards them. 
4) I don't like hearing about acts of violence. 
5) I would describe myself as a caring person. 
6) Other people's problems do not bother me. 
7) If I'm sure I'm right about something, I don't waste time listening to other 

people's arguments. 
8) I believe that there are two sides to every story and try to look at them both. 
9) I don't feel sorry for other people when they are having problems. 
10) Before criticizing somebody, I try to imagine how I would feel if I were in his/her 

place. 
11)1 find it entertaining to watch two people get into a fist fight. 

B) Social Bonds Cronbach's Alpha for index: 0.807 

Likert Items 

1) My parents care about me. 
2) People in my family understand me. 
3) My family and I have fun together. 
4) I feel close to people at school. 
5) I feel like I am a part of my school. 
6) I am happy to be at my school. 
7) The teachers at my school treat students 

fairly. 
8) My friends are very important to me. 
9) My friends care about me. 
10) My friends understand me. 
11) My friends and I have fun together. 

C) Impulsive Behaviour Cronbach's Alpha for index: 0.747 

Likert Items 

1) I act on the spur of the moment without stopping to think. 
2) If I feel like doing something, I do it without thinking about the consequences. 
3) I have a well thought-out reason for almost everything I do. 
4) I can work for a long time without becoming bored. 
5) I usually say the first thing that comes into my mind. 
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6) I take risks without stopping to think about the results. 

** Scores for Likert items were derived by tabulating the scores for each individual index 
(a possibility of scoring 1-5 on each item), then dividing that score by the number of 
items in the index. This produces one score for each index. A higher score indicates a 
greater likelihood that the respondent possesses the characteristic/concept that the index 
was measuring. 

D) Violence Cronbach's Alpha for index: 0.746 

Have you ever... ? Yes or No 

1) Hit or threatened to hit a person? 
2) Hit or threatened to hit your parent(s)? 
3) Hit or threatened to hit another student at your school? 
4) Hit or threatened to hit someone from a different school? 
5) Used force or threatened to beat someone up if they didn't give you money or 

something else you wanted? 
6) Been involved in a fight where you and a group of others 'ganged up' on another 

person? 
7) Been involved in a fight where the other person required medical attention? 
8) Watched a fist fight (other than on t.v.)? 

E) Vandalism Cronbach's Alpha for index: 0.608 

Have you ever... ? Yes or No 

1) Smashed bottles on the street, school grounds, or other areas? 
2) Intentionally damaged or destroyed property belonging to your parents or other 

family members (brothers, sisters)? 
3) Intentionally damaged or destroyed property belonging to a school, college, or 

university? 
4) Intentionally damaged or destroyed other property (signs, windows, mailboxes, 

parking meter, etc.) that did not belong to you? 
5) Intentionally damaged or destroyed property belonging to your employer or at 

your workplace? 
6) Slashed, or in any way damaged seats on a bus, in a movie theatre, or something at 

another public place? 
7) Written graffiti on a bus, on school walls, on restroom walls, or on anything else 

in a public place? 

F) Theft Cronbach's Alpha for index: 0.603 

Have you ever... ? Yes or No 
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1) Stolen, taken, or tried to take something from a family member or relative (e.g., 
personal items, money, etc.)? 

2) Stolen, or tried to take something from a store worth less than $100? (e.g., pack of 
gum, money, shirt, watch, video game, shoes, etc.)? 

3) Stolen, or tried to take something from a store worth more than $100 (e.g., leather 
jacket, car stereo, bike, money, etc.). 

4) Stolen, or tried to take something that belonged to 'the public' (e.g., street signs, 
construction signs, etc.)? 

5) Stolen or tried to steal a motor vehicle (e.g., car, motorcycle, jet ski)? 
6) Bought or sold stolen goods? 

** Scores for the yes/no questions were derived by tabulating the raw scores for each 
index. A value of 1 was assigned to 'yes' responses, while a value of 0 was assigned to 
'no' responses. The higher the score, the greater the incidence of the behaviour the index 
was measuring. 

Descriptives for Scales 

Empathy 
Social 
Bonds 
Impulsive 
Behaviour 
Violent 
Behaviour 
Vandalism 
Theft 
Valid 

N 

182 

182 

182 

182 
182 
182 
182 

Range 

.94 

.88 

3.67 

1.75 

3.87 
2.45 

Minimum 

1.13 
1.00 

1.17 

1.41 

.00 

.00 

Maximum 

2.07 
1.88 

4.83 

3.16 

3.87 
2.45 

Mean 

1.5180 
1.3681 

2.7647 

2.0741 

1.0579 
.9178 

Std. 
Deviation 

.18951 

.20915 

.73729 

.44014 

.81527 

.70791 
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APPENDIX D: 

Skewness and Kurtosis Values: 

Before and After Transformation 
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To mitigate skewness & kurtosis, the following variables required a square root 
transformation: 

Before After 
Transformation Transformation 

Skewness Kurtosis Skewness Kurtosis 
Vandalism 
Theft 
Violent 
behaviour 
Hours 
extracurricular 
activity 

2.199 
1.184 
.654 

1.762 

10.422 
1.481 
-.402 

3.287 

.109 
-.099 
-.436 

-.469 

-.626 
-1.106 
-.337 

-.864 
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APPENDIX E: 

Correlation Matrix 
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Correlation Matrix 

Correlations 

Living with a single Pearson Correlatio 
Parent Sig. (2-tailed) 

N 

Age Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Social Bonds Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Race (white or non-whiti Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Impulsive Behaviour Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Hours of work per week Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Hours of Extracurricular Pearson Correlatio 
Activity Sig. (2-tailed) 

N 

Gender Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Empathy Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Living in a 2-parent hom Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Grade Pearson Correlatio 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 

Living with a 
single parent 

1 

182 
.026 
.732 
182 

.075 

.317 
182 
.061 
.417 
182 

-.040 
.590 
182 
.093 
.213 
182 

-.222*' 
.003 
182 
.146* 
.049 
182 

-.117 

.114 

182 
-.679*^ 
.000 
182 
.052 
.483 
182 

Age 
.026 
.732 
182 

1 

182 
.068 
.363 
182 
.104 
.163 
182 

-.119 
.110 
182 

.237*! 

.001 
182 

-.095 
.204 
182 

-.174" 
.019 
182 

-.036 
.630 
182 

-.039 
.606 
182 

.717" 

.000 
182 

Social Bonds 
.075 
.317 
182 

.068 

.363 
182 

1 

182 
-.036 
.626 
182 

.138 

.064 
182 

-.007 
.923 
182 

-.179* 
.016 
182 

-.115 
.123 
182 

.278" 

.000 
182 

-.102 
.170 
182 

.085 

.254 
182 

Race (white or 
non-white) 

.061 

.417 
182 

.104 

.163 
182 

-.036 
.626 
182 

1 

182 
-.061 
.410 
182 
.057 
.448 
182 

-.041 
.587 
182 
.073 
.329 
182 

-.048 
.520 
182 

-.079 
.291 
182 

.006 

.937 
182 

Impulsive 
Behaviour 

-.040 
.590 
182 

-.119 
.110 
182 
.138 

.064 

182 
-.061 
.410 
182 

1 

182 
-.030 
.686 
182 

-.017 
.819 
182 

-.056 
.453 
182 
.426*" 
.000 
182 

-.072 
.331 

182 
-.118 
.114 
182 

Hours of 
work per 

week 
.093 
.213 
182 

.237" 

.001 
182 

-.007 
.923 
182 
.057 
.448 
182 

-.030 
.686 
182 

1 

182 
-.051 
.493 
182 

-.191" 
.010 
182 
.097 
.195 
182 

-.113 
.128 
182 

.361* 

.000 
182 

Hours of 
extracurri 

cular 
activity 

-.222* 
.003 
182 

-.095 
.204 
182 

-.179* 
.016 
182 

-.041 
.587 
182 

-.017 
.819 
182 

-.051 
.493 
182 

1 

182 
-.050 
.502 
182 

-.047 
.532 
182 

.242" 

.001 
182 

-.060 
.423 
182 

Gender 
.146* 
.049 
182 

-.174* 
.019 
182 

-.115 
.123 
182 
.073 
.329 
182 

-.056 
.453 
182 

-.191" 
.010 
182 

-.050 
.502 
182 

1 

182 
-.453" 
.000 
182 

-.077 
.300 
182 

-.307" 
.000 
182 

Empathy 
-.117 
.114 
182 

-.036 
.630 
182 
.278*' 
.000 
182 

-.048 
.520 
182 

.426" 

.000 
182 

.097 

.195 
182 

-.047 
.532 
182 

-.453" 
.000 
182 

1 

182 
.055 
.463 
182 
.103 
.168 
182 

Living in a 
2-parent 

home 
-.679* 
.000 
182 

-.039 
.606 
182 

-.102 
.170 
182 

-.079 
.291 
182 

-.072 
.331 
182 

-.113 
.128 
182 

.242" 

.001 
182 

-.077 
.300 
182 
.055 
.463 
182 

1 

182 
-.005 
.946 
182 

Grade 
.052 
.48: 
18: 

.717 
,00C 
18J 

.08E 

.25' 
18i 

.ooe 

.937 

i s ; 
-.116 

.11' 
is; 

.361 

.ooc 
is; 

-.06C 

.42; 

i s ; 
-.307 
.ooc 
is; 

.10: 

.16J 

18: 

-.OOE 

,94C 

is; 

18; 

**• Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

*• Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 
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