
































































































































































































































military for the use of its armoured personnel carriers, for more aggressive purposes. 

Eventually, the RCMP requested the use of military APC's not only for escorting officers 

but also for patrolling around the camp. 3 As outlined earlier, there is overwhelming 

evidence that the ambush of 27 August 1995 was concocted by the RCMP. This evidence 

was not available to most Canadians, even those who questioned the RCMP account. 

When the RCMP showed the bullet-ridden vehicle to the media, they hoped to lend 

credence to their request for further military assistance. At this press conference, the 

RCMP made an impressive display to the media of the "shot-up, unmarked RCMP 

vehicle'" two police officers were allegedly forced to abandon after being fired upon nine 

days previously at Gustafsen Lake." 4 The article that described this evidence of the 

"Indian ambush," in the Vancouver Sun reported that "another major development," "was 

the end of relations between RCMP and the native Indians' lawyer Bruce Clark." 5 

In the three days that followed the alleged ambush, (before he entered the camp 

and emerged with a controversial affidavit) the RCMP included Clark in their negotiating 

efforts. Clark hoped that if the Ts' Peten Defenders constitutional demands were sent 

directly to the Queen's representative, the Governor General, the core jurisdictional issue 

could be addressed. The RCMP operational plan for 31 August, however, did not identify 

the jurisdiction issue as a factor and simply outlined the design to effect the surrender and 

arrest of the Ts' Peten Defenders with the help of Clark: "This surrender option hinges 

upon the intercession of Mr. Bruce Clark who is presently acting as an intermediary for 

the subjects, to firstly [sic] convince them to surrender and secondly, to assist in their safe 

and orderly removal and arrest."'" 

Clark claimed the RCMP betrayed him because they submitted his letter regarding 
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the camp's demands for third-party adjudication to the provincial Attorney General, who 

rejected it, instead of submitting it to the Governor General as per his agreement with the 

RCMP. 7 In refusing the Ts' Peten Defenders' request for third party adjudication as per 

the 1704 Mohegan decision, Dosanjh failed to honour the Crown's fiduciary 

responsibility to Aboriginal peoples. Although his rejection of the Ts' Peten Defenders' 

demands helped Dosanjh gain popularity, legally speaking, his actions contravened the 

constitutional principles the protesters' outlined. 

After their disagreement over the submission of the protesters' demand the police 

publicly denounced Clark. Sergeant Montague said the RCMP "will no longer have 

anything to do with him" and described Clark's contribution to negotiations as "zero." 8 

Montague's vociferous denunciation of Clark is not surprising as this harsh 

condemnation came four days after Clark failed to convince the Ts' Peten Defenders to 

exit the camp with him. Instead, Clark accused the RCMP of broadcasting 

misinformation regarding the shooting incident of 27 August, when he came out of the 

Sundance camp with an affidavit that alleged the RCMP had shot first. 

Montague told the press "We expected him [Clark] to go in there and accomplish 

a peaceful negotiation. Instead he came out with what he came out with [the allegation 

that the police had started the shooting on 27 August]." 9 Clark was soon singled out for 

police retribution and was denounced as a "prick" by the RCMP in training footage 

captured in Above the Law 2. In a back room meeting, RCMP officers decided that it 

would be a "good strategy" to "kill this Clark" 1 0 A fellow officer concurs by calling this 

"a good tactic." 1 1 The media complied by maligning Clark while praising the patience 

and temperance of the RCMP, who were presented as if they ignored opportunities to 
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shoot at aggressive militants. Few reporters or pundits questioned the notion that Clark 

and his Native clients were extremists. 

The attempts to discredit Clark in the media and the personal threats made by the 

RCMP are a powerful example of the negative coverage that is afforded to those who 

oppose the RCMP and challenge the larger bedrock ideological assumptions that give the 

governments and the police political and legal power and legitimacy. Clark was maligned 

after he provided legal analysis which undermined provincial and national jurisdiction in 

most of British Columbia and also after he contradicted RCMP accounts of an "Indian 

ambush." 

After Clark left the Sundance camp, tensions between the Ts ' Peten Defenders 

and the RCMP ran high. Wolverine maintained that the Ts' Peten Defenders had 

constitutional law on their side while the RCMP discussed whether to abandon 

negotiations and proceed with an assault on the camp. Two males who walked out of the 

camp on 30 August told RCMP officers who interviewed them, "Camp occupants are 

1 -y 

worried about an attack, they are almost paranoid about the [RCMP] helicopter." They 

also contradicted the claim that surfaced several times throughout the standoff that the 

Ts' Peten Defenders were holding hostages and stated, "Camp occupants are altogether. 

No dissension. Anyone who wants to leave is free to go." 1 3 Although the RCMP had 

information that the Ts ' Peten Defenders were in a paranoid and defensive posture, 

commanders appeared to be preparing for a lethal assault on the camp, according to the 

notes of RCMP Chief Superintendent Murray Johnston. He noted, "Len [Olfert] strongly 

feels that there is a small group, 6 warriors, that will not give up - it will require the 

killing of the hard-liners." 1 4 
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As the RCMP prepared for the possible "killing of the hard-liners," they tightened 

the perimeter around the camp, and proceeded with their plan of containment. On 1 

September 1995, officers installed trip-wire and stationed several heavily armed 

Emergency Response Teams close to the camp. The "ERT Operational Plan" of 1 

September described the plan to "insert ERT and support personnel by helicopter" and 

"to ensure this road [near the Sundance camp] is impassable by subjects inside the 

camp." The aim was to contain the Ts' Peten Defenders by cutting down several large 

trees just outside the Sundance camp. After felling trees, the RCMP used an advanced 

technological device described as a "perimeter security alarm" on "the encampment side 

of the barricade." The RCMP operational plan also outlined the use of "sensor/early-

warning devices" and mentioned that "aerial observation support will be provided by 

Wescam during the entire operation." 1 5 (See appendix 7) According to the notes of 

Sergeant Gates, on 2 September, the "Strategy of containment [was] under way" that 

included the use of trip wire and "1000 rounds Ml 6 tracer ammo." 1 6 

The security perimeter that the RCMP laid around the Sundance camp was 

prepared with the help of military officers, including Sergeant Mike Schlueter. After the 

standoff, Schlueter pressed a three million dollar law suit against the federal government 

because one of the explosives he handled near this security perimeter blew off part of his 

hand. Schlueter asserted that he wasn't told the grenades' charges were halved from the 

normal 3.5 seconds. Therefore, when he tried to set up a trip-wire, the grenade blew off 

part of his right hand. He required a graft using skin from his left arm. 

In a telephone interview in January 2000, Schlueter emphasized that carelessness 

and anxiety in the military force that surrounded the Sundance camp could easily have 
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resulted in death. Schlueter described one incident he referred to as a "mad minute," a 

reference to episodes where American soldiers in Vietnam became unhinged and engaged 

in reckless and aggressive behaviour. While patrolling around the camp, soldiers 

panicked and fired indiscriminately in 360-degree circles while he screamed at them to 

hold fire. Schlueter cited lack of training as the cause for the reckless and dangerous 

behaviour of these soldiers, many of whom were inserted into what they were told was a 

dangerous terrorist situation with little psychological preparation or proper military 

training. 1 7 He said that many soldiers were given less than a half hour of training before 

they were sent into a "guerrilla operation." 1 8 In a statement given in November 1995, 

Schlueter also said that the possibility that the reckless behaviour of poorly trained 

officers caused "friendly fire," (the firing of shots by military soldiers that hit their own 

personnel) was high. 1 9 

As the RCMP narrowed this perimeter around the camp by placing explosives 

around the Sundance camp, the Ts' Peten Defenders warned that they would retaliate if 

RCMP officers continued to close in. It is likely that the reckless discharge of many 

rounds of ammunition just outside the camp, as outlined by Schuelter, heightened 

tensions and reinforced the perception within the camp that an RCMP attack was 

imminent. 

Mistrust of the RCMP is evident in the record of the exchange between Wolverine 

and Sergeant Ryan on 3 September where Wolverine explains that some of the Ts' Peten 

Defenders will be leaving the camp to get water supplies while also emphasizing the Ts' 

Peten Defenders' legal framework: 

Wolverine: There ain't going to be a crime scene because the only 
criminals are you people. You people are the trespassers on our 
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land. We're only protecting it. So when we get to the International 
Court of Justice we'll find out who the real squatter is here... 
Ryan: I think it's good that you're keeping your people in a responsible 
position and we're doing the same out here. I think that's good. It's a 
real good [sic] thing to happen. 
Wolverine: Well, we have to get water a little bit away from our camp 
here because our well is not in yet, and we have to get some water from 
another source, and I'd hate like hell for somebody on the ERT team to 
try to ambush some of our boys because, as it is, this is really going to 
bring it on. 2 0 

The next major report of shooting occurred the day after Wolverine's warning that 

ERT members should keep their distance from the camp. Late in the night on 4 

September (on the early morning of 5 September) the RCMP alleged that the Ts ' Peten 

Defenders stalked them during the night and fired several rounds at police officers. 

RCMP Corporal John Ward told the media that "Four RCMP officers came under 

fire from armed natives from the Gustafsen Lake camp." He went on to say that "Shots 

were fired at them and a number are thought to have struck the vehicle" and that the 

officers were "actively pursued by persons from the armed camp and only great restraint 

on the part of the officers prevented what could have been a very serious incident." 2 1 Four 

military Armoured Personal Carriers (APC's) were sent in, supposedly to extract the 

officers to safety. Corporal Ward assured the press that the APC's were being used 
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"strictly in the defensive posture." RCMP Radio reports received at the RCMP's 

command post and published in the Vancouver Sun alleged, "Shots were fired at them 

[the RCMP officers] and a number are thought to have struck the vehicle." 2 3 

There are two important aspects to the RCMP account of the "stalking" incident. 

The first is the issue of shots fired; the second is the statement that APC's were sent in to 

extract officers from the alleged attack from the Ts' Peten Defenders. 

Regarding the shots that were allegedly fired by the Ts' Peten Defenders, there is 

strong forensics evidence that contradicts the story told by the RCMP. Although a 6 
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September 1995 RCMP operational plan states that a bullet was lodged in the headliner 

of the Victoria ERT (Emergency Response Team) Suburban there is strong evidence to 

contradict the claim. The police vehicle was said to be fired upon by the Ts' Peten 

Defenders on September 4. This revised RCMP plan, which was sent to the military in an 

attempt to convince the DND of the need for an expanded use of the APC's alleges that a 

"bullet [fired on 4 September] narrowly missed the head of the Victoria Team Leader." 2 4 

(See Appendix 8) 

The forensics expert contracted by the RCMP to examine this evidence 

summarized his findings in a report titled, "Examination of Victoria ERT Suburban." 2 5 

(See Appendix 9) In his report he flatly contradicted the account provided to the press, 

and the specifics of the alleged shooting that were sent to the military, lie explained that 

he was requested: 

.. .to examine a vehicle attached to the Victoria Efmergency] 
Rfesponse] Team, which supposedly had come under fire from Natives 
attached to the encampment at Gustafsen Lake.. . Victoria ERT 
members pointed out damage to the exterior rear view mirror on the 
passenger side front door.. .[because] the Victoria ERT members felt 
that the mirror had been struck by a bullet which had then deflected up 
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and into the vehicle, piercing the headliner of the cab. 

After a thorough discussion of possible bullet trajectories and a description of the 

damage the vehicle had sustained, he stated, "No sign of any foreign object was found in 

the hole of the headliner." More importantly, he concluded, 
Opinion: it is my opinion that neither the damage to the mirror, and the 
hole in the headliner is consistent with being struck by a bullet or any 
similar object... For an object to strike this mirror support and deflect 
to the position of the hole in the headliner, it would have had to pass 
through the neck/head region of a person sitting in the passenger seat... 
I would suggest that the damage to the mirror back is more consistent 
with being hit by a vertical object such as a tree branch. The damage to 
the support arm and window frame would be consistent with a metal 
object such as a rifle barrel resting between the arm and the window 
frame. As for the hole in the headliner, it gave me the appearance of 
being torn by a shaip object such as the front sight of a rifle. 2 7 
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The forensics investigator's conclusions contradicted the account provided in the 

operational plan revision submitted by Moulton, approved by Hall and Olfert, that 

included a cover letter written by RCMP Deputy Commissioner, J.D. Farell 

(Commanding Officer of "E" Division) and faxed to Major General C. Addy on 7 

September. 2 8 (See appendix 8) 

Evidence and testimony from the RCMP forensics experts at the trial conflicted 

with press reports of the events so completely that at sentencing hearings George Wool 

stated plainly, "On 4 September, the RCMP said there was a shooting, we now know 

there wasn't." Everything [all the trial evidence] fits in with a smear campaign." 2 9 During 

sentencing hearings on 10 July 1997, Wool pressed the RCMP for an official media 

retraction of the assertion that the protesters' stalked RCMP that had been based on 

RCMP accounts of the 4 September incident. 

The second important point in the police account of the 4 September incident is 

the claim that the APC's were sent in to extract officers from the alleged attack from the 

Ts' Peten Defenders. In light of the evidence that the RCMP were not hit by gunfire as 

they alleged, it seems clear that the RCMP exaggerated the need for the APC's and 

misinformed the public by stating that the RCMP were in a strictly "defensive posture." 

Strong evidence that the RCMP fabricated aspects of their press release regarding 

this incident is presented in training film contained in Above the Law 2. In a revealing 

scene three officers discuss the wording of the press release that will go out regarding the 

4 September incident. Three officers discuss how to establish "a good reason to deploy 

these things [APC's]." One officer suggests asserting that the RCMP came "under 

surveillance" from the Ts' Peten Defenders. Another officer is concerned that an account 
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of RCMP officers coming "under surveillance" will not be severe enough to convince 

public opinion that the APC's were required: 

Officer 1: You want to say under surveillance? As opposed to uh.. . 
cause you've got to have another reason for deploying these things and 
if it's just under surveillance... 
Officer 3: It's pretty aggressive. I think it's pretty inflammatory... 
Officer 2: Actively pursuing? Pursuing? 
Officer 1: Yea, actively pursuing, yep, that's good. Yeah, actively 
pursuing our police officers. OK. That's good. 3 0 

The RCMP rationalized the use of their APC's with reference to the alleged 

aggression from the Sundance camp on the night of 4 September and the press responded 

sympathetically: "Monday's attack on police... has led the RCMP to deploy four 
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Armoured Personnel Carriers into the area." This last sentence is most important as it 

makes plain that the report of this "stalking" incident, the alleged "active pursuance" by 

the Sundanccrs, was the pivotal episode "which led the RCMP to deploy [DND] 
32 

Armoured Personnel Carriers into the area." 

The press employed the framework presented by the RCMP that indicated the 

police were on the defensive and private property was at risk. The general public was told 

that the 4 September shooting incident "led to police cancelling a plan to allow Shuswap 

elders into the Gustafsen camp Tuesday.""' The Ts' Peten Defenders were depicted as 

standing in the way of substantive negotiations. "They showed great restraint," said 

Corporal John Ward of the decision by the members of the emergency response team not 

to fire on "armed native Indians" who were said to have pursued police until officers took 

up "defensive positions" away from the camp. 3 4 In this report, the decency and calm of 

the Mounties was contrasted to the savage aggression attributed to the Ts' Peten 

Defenders. 

Like the alleged ambush on 27 August, there were those who questioned the 
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RCMP account of 4 September shooting. RCMP negotiator Sergeant Wylie recorded in 

his notes that one of the Ts' Peten Defenders' supporters, "heatedly accused the RCMP 
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of 'orchestrating the shooting incident.'" Wylie noted that many supporters "accused 

the RCMP of hypocrisy ('talking out of both sides of our mouths'). They complain that 

on the one hand the RCMP says they want a peaceful resolution to the problem, yet on 

the other hand the RCMP is showing their shot-up vehicle to the media, the Attorney 

General's office has made a reference to the number of hostages in there and APC's were 

used while attempting to deal with the camp occupants." 3 6 

One of the Ts' Peten Defenders' own press releases, which went largely ignored 

accused the media of employing "slanderous, racist, inflammatory pictures and narrative 

with emphasis on warriors in camouflage clothing being called terrorists." The release 

also stated, "The legal and traditional Native position must be discussed in its proper 

context and the scare and intimidation tactics used by the government and the media must 

be shown for what they really are - that [they are] being [used] to manipulate the public 

into thinking they are under attack." 3 7 

Four days before the report of the shots fired, Olfert apparently concluded that 

there were several Defenders who will require killing. 3 8 According to the notes RCMP 

Chief Superintendent Murray Johnson on 1 September, Olfert stated, "There is a small 

group. 6 warriors, that will not give up - it will require the killing of the hard-liners:" 3 9 

Olfert's statement demonstrates that the RCMP was prepared to declare war on members 

of the Ts' Peten Defenders camp. Although the media focussed on exaggerated and 

possibly fabricated reports of aggression from within the protesters' camp the RCMP was 

prepared to kill Native activists whose main demand was for third-party settlement of 
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their title dispute. 

Despite reports of Native aggression on 27 August and 4 September, there was 

still conflict between the police and the military about what role DND armaments and 

forces would play in the standoff. Although military officials had endorsed the use of 

their armaments for transporting officers, it was not clear that the military endorsed the 

use of the APC's for offensive manoeuvres. On 6 September, one RCMP officer noted 

that the "Military doesn't see the use of the Bisons as we do - Plan A - Patrolling and 

other use not authd. [sic] as Op Plan had to be approved by DND.. . ' , 4° 

Notes of RCMP officers of 7 September indicate that the RCMP were still 

devising an assault on the camp while negotiations continued. In the notes of a meeting 

with Olfert, Hall, Moulton and Edwards and Kembel, on 7 September, Brown noted, 

"The elders are set to go in as a group at 0900 on 8 Sept. 95. If they don't meet with 

success, then a plan will have to be made to take the renegades by force if necessary." 4 1 

Despite reluctance from the military to deploy the APC's for patrols around the 

camp, the resolve of the RCMP to use force appeared to increase according to Brown 

who noted on 9 September that Superintendent Johnston advised that Superintendent 

Olfert wants to get more proactive and "take down the red truck and occupants if they 

can." 4 2 With the RCMP intent on aggressive action and the Ts ' Peten Defenders 

remaining staunch in their defence of the Sundance grounds, the standoff moved towards 

the report of the exchange of thousands of rounds of fire between the camp and the 

RCMP on 11 September. 

The documents disclosed at the Gustafsen Lake trial, (See Appendices 5 and 6) 

demonstrate that the RCMP was in constant contact with the British Columbia Attorney 
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General who requested military intervention on the behalf of the RCMP. To buttress their 

claim that military support was required, the RCMP and Attorney-General Dosanjh 

alleged that aggressions were committed by the Ts' Peten Defenders on 27 August and 4 

September. It appears clear that the police accounts of these incidents were incorrect and 

that military intervention was endorsed based on false information. 

The 4 September shooting is critical because an account of this shooting was sent 

from the RCMP to the military as part of the police effort to convince the military to 

approve the request for an expanded use of the APC's. On 7 September, RCMP Deputy 

Commissioner Farell faxed a request for more expanded military assistance based on the 

seriousness of the alleged Native aggression on 27 August and 4 September that were 

erroneous. He wrote, "It is impossible to overemphasize the necessity for such support. 

On 2 occasions [27 August and 4 September], the ERT Suburbans have been 

compromised by hostile gunfire. On both occasions, the absence of loss of life has been 

solely serendipitous."4"' (See Appendix 8, page 3) 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE RCMP PRESSURE THE CBC: 

"CBC Radio's journalistic independence had been breached... the CBC had 

been manipulated in order to help the police:"1 



In the days that followed the report of the 4 September "stalking" incident, RCMP 

negotiators maintained radio-phone negotiations with the Defenders. The protesters 

remained firm in their position that the conflict would end as soon as the Canadian 

Governor General or the British Crown addressed important legal arguments. Wolverine 

maintained that he was prepared to defend his life for the sake of the legal principles at 

the heart of the Battle of Gustafsen Lake. 2 

Eight days after the reports of gunfire late in the night of 4 September, the 

detonation of RCMP explosives and an ensuing gun-battle raised tensions. On 12 

September, Ts' Peten Defenders OJ Pitawanakwat and Suniva Bronson drove over an 

RCMP explosive device that was planted in the road leading from the Sundance camp. 

The RCMP detonated this device as they lay in bushes near the road. Bronson and 

Pitawanakwat escaped the explosion while the RCMP shot through clouds of smoke from 

the explosion, missing the protesters but killing the camp dog in the process. In the 

exchange of gunfire that ensued, Bronson. a twenty-eight year old non-Native, was struck 

in the arm by a police bullet. There were no police injuries.3 

Graphic footage of this incident was later shown on CBC TV on 21 April 1997 

during the Gustafsen Lake trial. As a result, there has been pressure on the RCMP and the 

military to describe exactly what explosive was used to detonate the truck. The use of a 

device that appeared to be a land-mine on Canadian citizens at the Battle of Gustafsen 

Lake is particularly controversial in light of Canada's leading role in advancing an 

international ban on the use of land-mines.4 

Twenty-four hours after the use of the device that the RCMP referred to as an 

"explosive charge," 5 and the reports of a dangerous fire fight,6 the RCMP pressured the 
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CBC to co-operate in an RCMP media strategy. Montague phoned the head of radio news 

in British Columbia and alleged that the Ts' Peten Defenders had hostages whose release 

depended on the RCMP gaining access to the airwaves to broadcast a message from 

Chief Antoine Archie of the Canim Lake Tribal council. 7 Montague demanded access to 

CBC airwaves to air this message in Shuswap that was said to be a demand made by the 

Ts' Peten Defenders in negotiations in exchange for "surrender." 

In 1999, serious questions regarding the propriety of the RCMP using seemingly 

heavy-handed tactics to gain access to the public airwaves were asked by Dr. Anthony 

Hall and CFUV (University of Victoria) radio-host John Shafer to the CBC Ombudsman. 

The dynamics of the "surrender" broadcast event are described in a report from CBC 

Ombudsman David Bazay that follows here. Bazay conducted an investigation into the 

incident by interviewing CBC reporters who covered the standoff as well as Jeffery 

Dvorkin, who was the Managing Editor of CBC Radio News during the standoff. 

On 24 November 1999, Bazay sent an eleven-page report on this investigation to 

Dr. Hall. It follows here in edited form: 

Dear Prof. Hall: 

Here, at last, is my response to the questions you and John Shafer of 
Victoria have raised about the CBC's coverage of the events at 
Gustafsen Lake. 

.. .Mr. Shafer raised questions about CBC Radio's decision to 
comply with the RCMP's request to have a local Indian chief broadcast 
a special message into the camp on 13 Sept. 1995. He asked, "Is this 
consistent with standard practice." I put the question to Jeffrey 
Dvorkin, Vice-President of News at National Public Radio in the 
United States, who as the then Managing Editor of CBC Radio News 
authorized the broadcast. Mr. Dvorkin told me that this broadcast was a 
mistake, and that CBC Radio's journalistic independence had been 
breached. Here's his version of what happened: He says he received a 
telephone call from the then Director of Radio in Vancouver, informing 
him that the RCMP's Sgt. Montague had made an urgent request to 
broadcast a special message into the camp. His understanding was that 
a hostage-taking was under way: 'The DOR [Director of Radio] in 
Vancouver was told by Sgt. Montague that lives were at stake and that 
only by broadcasting this special message would lives be saved. Sgt 
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Montague put a great deal of pressure on the DOR to comply. I had five 
minutes to make a decision about a situation I could not verify. I made 
the decision that CBC Vancouver could broadcast the special message 
believing the RCMP that 'lives were at stake.' Mr. Dvorkin said this 
proved to be untrue, and he wrote a letter to the RCMP commissioner 
'to protest against the manner in which the CBC had been manipulated 
in order to help the police.' I should make clear here that neither CBC 
Radio nor CBC TV ever broadcast any report that the Gustafsen Lake 
standoff had become a hostage-taking incident. 

Here's how 'The National' reported on the radio broadcast, which 
occurred on a day when a spiritual leader from South Dakota visited the 
camp: 
Reporter: Shortly after the spiritual leader was flown into the camp at 
Gustafsen Lake came news of another development. Another person 
voluntarily left the camp and was taken into police custody. He came 
out as a show of good faith because the people in the camp now had a 
demand. 
Sgt. Montague: And that demand was that if the occupants heard from a 
respected chief of the Shuswap nation, whether it was a person who 
supported them or not, with a particular message, that they were 
prepared to lay down their arms and come out and come out 
immediately. 
Reporter: Shortly after, that message was broadcast on CBC Radio, the 
only station picked up in the camp. 
Radio Announcer: This message comes from Chief Antoine Archie of 
the Canim Lake Band. 
Chief Archie: People who have come out of Gustafsen Lake have not 
been mistreated. They have been treated with respect. If the rest of the 
camp come out, they will be treated with dignity and respect.' 

.. .CBC Radio examined the propriety of this broadcast in its 
media program, 'Now the Details,' on 17 Sept. 1995. Among those 
interviewed were Sgt. Montague, who claimed that the surrender 
message was suggested by someone from the camp, and Mr. Dvorkin, 
who accused the RCMP of manipulating the CBC. 

.. .The other controversy... was the RCMP's release of the 
names and criminal records of people supposedly inside the camp. Sgt. 
Montague was later quoted as saying this was done deliberately to 
smear the reputations and to destroy the credibility of the protestors as 
part of what he described as 'psychological warfare.' ...The RCMP's 
handling of this incident figures prominently in one scholar's 
continuing study of the media coverage of the 1995 Gustafsen Lake 
standoff. Sandra Lambertus is conducting a comprehensive study as a 
doctoral thesis at the University of Alberta... In an interview, Ms. 
Lambertus says the RCMP developed a sophisticated strategy designed 
to bring the media under its control. She says, 'The effects of the 
media strategy were magnified with the RCMP operational initiatives at 
Gustafsen Lake, many of which followed standard operating 
procedures.' For example, by setting up barricades and sealing off the 
camp, she says, the RCMP became the gatekeepers and thus many 
news stories were published and broadcast 'without journalistic 
witnessing.' In her view the barricades provided police with the 
opportunity to dominate interpretation of the standoff. 'There was no 
way to confirm if the RCMP were giving the full story - or the degree 
to which it was sanitized or exaggerated - or if they were giving any 
part of the story at all.' The RCMP could give out information, or 
withhold it, at will. The media became vulnerable to the police and 



their discretionary power to control and limit new information. The 
police defined what was 'news. ' 8 

The haste and heavy-handedness with which the RCMP carried out their 

strategy to gain access to the CBC airwaves is indicated by the treatment of CBC radio 

reporter Conway Fraser. Fraser told the Vancouver Province that the RCMP approached 

him out of the blue and asked him to go with them. At first, Fraser said, the RCMP were 

so secretive that, "They wouldn't even tell me where we were going or what we were 

doing... I wondered if I was being arrested."9 But once it was explained, Fraser and CBC 

management agreed to interrupt national programming four times between 1500 and 

1600 to broadcast a message from Chief Antoine Archie of the nearby Canim Lake 

band. 1 0 

Although Montague asserted that the broadcast was crucial because there was a 

"hostage-taking situation" court evidence contradicts this. The notion that there were 

hostages is directly refuted by the minutes of a meeting at the RCMP 100 Mile House 

Command Centre on 4 September at 1630, attended by between Ken Gates, Len Olfert, 

Verl Shockey, Earl Moulton and Dennis Ryan. Moulton states, "There is no indication 

that anyone is being held against their will in the camp." 1 1 According to the minutes of 

this meeting, the RCMP did not suspect that there were people in the Sundance camp 

being held against their will. Moulton stated further, "If the camp takes hostages, it is felt 

that it would destroy their credibility and would eliminate flash points [of] concern across 

Canada." 1 2 These comments echo the observation of Brown, who wrote. "There is no 

indication there are any hostages in the camp at this time." 1 3 (See appendix 2) 

The RCMP claimed that the "surrender" message was part of a request from the 

Sundance camp. This has been proven false. One of the Ts' Peten Defenders' supporters 
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told the Vancouver Sun on 14 September 1995 that one of "the latest stumbling blocks 

that prevented[ed] a peaceful end to the standoff was "the objectionable use of the word 

'surrender' in Archie's broadcast." 1 4 

Similarly, in a transcript of the negotiations between Marlow Sam (one of the 

Native negotiators) and the camp, Wolverine states, 

.. .One of the things in the broadcast is what we hear on the radio is that 
we are about surrendering, we never said those words. All I said is that 
uh we give you guys three days to get this in, in the international 
community, to the Privy Council of Great Britain... because we'll be 
using national, international and constitutional laws..." 
[The police response]: "Okay, we never had anything to do with saying 
anything about surrender... 1 5 

Another taped conversation between the RCMP and camp members corroborates 

the protesters' claim that they did not request the message. The following exchange is 

between Officer Wylie and a protester referred to as "Male 2" in the logs of negotiations: 

"Wylie: Art it's Sean here. Can uh, just so that you people are aware 
it's going to be broadcast on the radio every fifteen minutes... 
Male 2: Yea, who's going to be on the radio every fifteen minutes'? 
Wylie: Antoine Archie. 
Male 2: Oh, Okay... that sounds good. Uh, do you have any idea what 
(undecipherable) going to be saying? 
Wylie: I have, I have no idea. It's just uh that they're uh supporting 
what's happening"' 6 

After brief and problematic deliberations, and under extreme pressure from the 

RMCP, CBC executives decided to allow the Mounted Police to broadcast the message 

by Antione Archie, whom the RCMP alleged the Ts' Peten Defenders would respect. The 

RCMP claimed (and the press reported) that Archie was an esteemed chief of the 

Shuswap Nation. 1 7 In contrast, RCMP internal reports, a record of conversations between 

the RCMP negotiators, and camp members as well as court testimony have made it clear 

that the Ts' Peten Defenders did not respect Antoine Archie. For example, acrimony 

between the campers and Archie was recorded in an RCMP continuation report of 21 
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August, 1995 ! 8 where officers noted that the campers rebuffed Chief Antoine Archie 

when he tried to enter Sundance grounds with Sergeant Sarrich.1'' 

In his account of the standoff. Splitting the Sky directly refutes the claim that 

Archie was a respected chief in the eyes of the camp. He states, "There wasn't one ounce 

of respect from any of us for Mr. Archie." 2 0 He also explained that one reason for the ill 

will was that "Antoine Archie, one of the local Band Chiefs, along with Agnes Snow and 

21 

others, had publicly denounced us as outsiders." 

A journalist interviewed (under the understanding that he or she would remain 

anonymous) by Lambertus confirmed that Archie had little respect from the Ts' Peten 

Defenders and their small support group that gathered near police lines. This reporter 

observed the reaction of the Ts' Peten Defenders' supporters when they realized that it 

was Antoine Archie - who they knew well as an antagonist of the camp -- who was to 

make the Shuswap broadcast they had hoped was legitimate: 
They thought he [Archie] was a patsy for the cops... And it [the 
message] sort of didn't work. It got everybody riled up. Got the other 
side just saying he wasn't the spokesman for the - for that side. He was 
basically a - sort of a - sort of like a - status quo kind of Native. Status 
quo with the treaty process... the talk after at the gas station [where the 
Ts' Peten Defenders held their poorly attended press conferences] was 
they were upset that "this can totally backfire and make the dispute-
getting [sic] worse... This is not the guy." 2 2 

The allegation that people were being held against their will was especially 

powerful. There is evidence that officials in Dosanjh's office may have set the tone for 

the accusation that there were hostages in the Sundance camp: RCMP Sergeant Wylie's 

notes of 5 September 1995 explain. "The AG's office has made a reference to the number 

of hostages in there." 2 3 

Although most of the press reports echoed the RCMP account of the incident, the 

130 



Vancouver Sun included the critical remarks of some of the protesters' supporters in a 

report, published four days after the broadcast (after the standoff had come to a close): 

The fragile negotiations nearly collapsed Wednesday when the RCMP 
knowingly used a Shuswap chief the rebels did not respect to broadcast 
a message on local radio saying they would not be hurt if they 
surrendered, said Hill [Splitting The Sky]. The use of Canim Lake 
Band Chief Antoine Archie appeared to be an attempt by the RCMP to 
inflame the squatters because Archie has been opposed to the group's 
position from the start, Hill said. In a telephone interview Monday, 
[Arvol] Looking Horse backed Hill's claim that the group did not know 
Archie would make the broadcast, which they [the RCMP] said was the 
group's last demand in return for a surrender. He said he was in the 
middle of a ceremony in which the Ts' Peten Defenders said they 
would come out after three days when the radio broadcast was made. 
"They never gave me enough time," Looking Horse said of the police. 1 
was shocked when I heard (the broadcast). They did not tell me what 
they were going to do... 2 5 

The notion that the RCMP knowingly used a spokesperson that they knew would 

antagonize the Ts' Peten Defenders is consistent with the allegation of members of the 

Tsilhquot'in Nation who submitted a comprehensive seventy-four page report titled Ts' 

Peten: The Standoff At Gustafsen Lake in 1995: As Depicted in RCMP Records and 

Press Reports of the Time 2 6 to defense lawyers on 29 May 1997, near the end of the 

Gustafsen Lake trial. Representatives of the Tsilhquot'in Nation argued that the RCMP 

were looking to frustrate the negotiation process while giving the appearance of acting in 

good faith so as to manufacture consent for the use of force on the camp as their 

perimeter closed in upon with each failed diplomatic stroke: "Whenever negotiations 

showed any sign of succeeding, they [the RCMP] did something to subvert the process." 

Moreover, "Every mediator and every negotiating group who went to the camp were 

extremely critical of the RCMP's behaviour, every one except the first, self-appointed 

group and the delegations led by Chief Agnes Snow. 2 7 

Agnes Snow was an opponent of the legal strategy pursued by the Ts' Peten 

Defenders in that she was a supporter of the British Columbia Treaty Commission that 
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the protesters vehemently rejected. As Chief of the neighbouring Canoe Creek Tribal 

council. Snow entered into negotiations with the Treaty Commission on 15 December 

1993. Antione Archie is also a signatory to this document. Therefore, in the eyes of the 

Ts' Peten Defenders, both Archie and Snow were associated with the "collaborator class" 

of Indian Act leadership. 

Many news reports reinforced the notion that the Ts' Peten Defenders were 

untrustworthy and had gone back on a promise to surrender. In contrast, the perception 

that the RCMP were patient was reinforced when the media reported the RCMP claim 

that they were co-operating in every way with the Ts' Peten Defenders in an attempt to 

bring the standoff to a peaceful conclusion. For example. The Canadian Press echoed the 

RCMP account: 

The lengthy armed native standoff at Gustafsen Lake appeared close to 
a bloodless conclusion yesterday when aboriginal renegades agreed to 
surrender if their safety was assured. About two dozen squatters who 
had vowed to fight to the death said they would drop their guns and 
walk out to police surrounding their remote camp if they heard a 
"respected chief" assure them on radio they would not be harmed. 2 8 

The national press corps reported that the message was a demand from the 

"squatters" in the camp. The press simply reported that a 40-second message by Canim 

Lake Chief Antoine Archie that urged the protesters to come out unarmed and assuring 

them they would not be mistreated was broadcast twice on CBC Radio. But as the Globe 

29 

and Mail reported, there were no signs of surrender in response to the message. The 

report implied that the Native people were still uncooperative and by implication 

unreasonable in not honouring their side of an alleged agreement to surrender in 

exchange for the message from Chief Archie. The press questioned why the "renegade 

aboriginals" did not follow up on the promise to surrender. The Canadian Press report 

constructed Archie as an ally and protector of the Ts' Peten Defenders and quoted his 
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statement on the CBC radio broadcast, "[If] the rest of the camp come out they will be 

treated with dignity and respect... The RCMP have pledged their support for this. I will 

30 

personally be at the RCMP station or wherever to greet you on your arrival." 

Reports of the incident gave the impression that a negotiating impasse was about 

to be overcome by the dramatic breakthrough regarding conditions for surrender. The 

Vancouver Sun headline read "High hopes for end to stand-off dashed as deal struck with 

rebels falls through." 3 1 

As part of his investigation into the incident, Bazay spoke with Dr. Sandra 

Lambertus whose doctoral research regarding Gustafsen Lake was in the process of being 

completed. Her general comments about the RCMP media strategy at Gustafsen Lake are 

consistent with the particular conclusions I draw here regarding evidence that the RCMP 

manipulated the media in their handling of the 13 September CBC radio broadcast. In her 

Ph.D. thesis. Terms of Engagement: An Anthropological Case Study of the Media 

Coverage of the 1995 Gustafson Lake Stand Off, Lambertus described the virtual media 

blackout that existed at Gustafsen Lake as the RCMP constructed barricades to keep 

journalists and the public from the Sundance camp: 
The establishment of the barricades provided the RCMP with a near-
hegemonic control over the definition of the situation in the camp to the 
media, and prevented the people in the camp from having a media 
voice or a witness... the barricades contributed to conditions of 
reporting that increased the potential for distorted media coverage of 
the event and the people involved. 3 2 

One journalist suggested that even prior to the erection of the RCMP barricades 

there was "a real concern that this would lead to bloodshed. And so tension grew through 

the thing. You had the sense (certainly through Montague) that it seemed a point of pride 

- that they [RCMP] couldn't be seen to be backing down from this challenge to their 
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authority... It became a bit of a concern that you could have some sort of state-sanctioned 

slaughter..."3-

Al though RCMP press conferences received prominent attention from the media, 

Lambertus noted that there was another source of information which contrasted with the 

official air that emanated from the RCMP press conference room. Supporters of the Ts' 

Peten Defenders offered an alternative interpretation of the standoff. She writes, "In 

contrast to the RCMP definition that the conflict was a law enforcement issue... the 

frame offered at this venue [a nearby gas station] was that the dispute at Gustafsen Lake 

was connected to the resolution of Aboriginal land issues in BC. Nonetheless this content 

had only limited appeal for the mainstream gathering news. Also the service station 

venue implied a loss of status for the information disseminated." 3 4 Whereas the police 

and selected Native leaders who represented and defended the dominant cultural 

economic and political system were often quoted in an unqualified fashion, supporters of 

the Ts' Peten Defenders were dismissed in large part because they had no institutional 

* 35 

authority and seemed to posses little social and cultural currency. 

Regarding the evidence that the RCMP abused their power and reputation for 

fairness, it is important to review the highlights of Bazay's investigation undertaken in 

response to "questions about CBC Radio's decision to comply with the RCMP's request 

to have a local Indian chief broadcast a special message into the camp on 13 September 

1995." Bazay summarized the most damaging aspects of the RCMP behaviour regarding 

the broadcast of the message on 13 September by reporting that Jeffrey Dvorkin "told me 

that this broadcast was a mistake, and that CBC Radio's journalistic independence had 

been breached." Regarding Montague's assertion that lives were at stake with reference 
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to the broadcasting of the message from Chief Archie, "Mr. Dvorkin said this proved to 

be untrue, and he wrote a letter to the RCMP commissioner "to protest against the 

manner in which the CBC had been manipulated in order to help the police." 3 6 

Dvorkin himself was interviewed four days after the broadcast on CBC radio 

along with Conway Fraser, Montague as well as Robert Hunter, the executive who made 

the final decision to broadcast the message. 3 7 In response to the host who asked, "Did the 

people's broadcasting corporation become the RCMP Broadcasting Corporation last 

week in British Columbia?" Dvorkin stated that he felt the CBC had become "agents of 

the RCMP." He said that because of Montague's claim that there were "lives at stake," 

"We didn't have any choice in the matter." 3 8 Dvorkin added, "I hope there will be strong 

protests made... toward the RCMP." 3 9 To date there have been few such protests and 

little evidence that the CBC has confronted the seriousness of the breach of journalistic 

integrity that occurred on 13 September 1995. 

Montague has flatly rejected the notion that the RCMP had taken over the 

airwaves or that there was any favouritism or manipulation. When asked if he thought the 

CBC would comply with his request he stated, "We didn't even give it a second 

thought." 4 0 

Lambertus conducted a series of anonymous interviews with journalists who 

covered the Battle of Gustafsen Lake. Many of these reporters voiced serious concerns 

about the possibilities for RCMP manipulation that the situation held after the RCMP 

barricades went up. In particular these journalists "considered the [13 September] 

broadcast "absolutely overt manipulation of the media." 4 1 Excerpts gathered by 

Lambertus that convey this concern are as follows: "[Montague] just does not understand 
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the role of the media in a democratic society. Media acts as a check on the police -

pestering the police is a good thing. Montague doesn't understand this - doesn't think it's 

a problem to take over access to resources. He just doesn't get it, and that scares me.. . " 4 2 

Another stated, "The RCMP referred to the incident as an example of how media and the 

RCMP co-operated. I 'm not so sure. We knew we were getting a controlled version of 

reality - but no other reality was legally possible." 4 3 

Given the seriousness of the breach of CBC ' s journalistic independence that 

occurred when Montague pressured the CBC to take part in their disinformation and 

smear tactics, further reflection and change within the CBC is required to prevent a 

similar breach in the future. To whom are the police accountable for the type of breach of 

journalistic independence that occurred at Gustafsen Lake? Similarly to whom, if anyone, 

are journalists answerable? The CBC ombudsman's report makes it clear that the RCMP 

engaged in severe and unethical manipulation. However, no concrete steps have been 

taken to prevent a future episode. The airing of one discussion program 4 4 (where the 

RCMP continued to make untenable characterizations of the episode) does not constitute 

full reckoning with the seriousness of the threat to journalistic integrity posed by the 

incident. When the nation's public broadcaster becomes complicit in a "disinformation 

and smear campaign," serious preventative measures and much more institutional 

reflection are required. 

Bazay's comments regarding the release of criminal records as well as his 

discussion of the pressure applied by Sergeant Montague to Jeffery Dvorkin substantiate 

the assertion that the RCMP employed a range of propaganda techniques to discredit the 

Ts" Peten Defenders. Bazay emphasized that the extent of the RCMP manipulation 
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techniques included "the release of the names and criminal records of people supposedly 

inside the camp. Sgt. Montague was later quoted as saying this was done to smear the 

reputations and the destroy the credibility of the protesters as part of what he described as 

'psychological warfare. '" 4 5 Strong preventative measures are required to shield both 

journalists and protesters from the coercive psychological tactics employed by people in 

authority in future conflicts. 

Regarding the events that transpired at Gustafsen Lake on 13 September, there is 

no evidence in the disclosures that shows that the Ts' Peten Defenders had agreed to 

surrender in exchange for the playing of the radio message as the RCMP told the press. 

All available evidence is to the contrary. The assertion that the RCMP manipulated the 

press and communicated false information to the pubic is consistent with conclusions 

reached in the previous two chapters regarding the events of 27 August and 4 September. 

In all three cases, there is strong evidence that the RCMP used propaganda techniques to 

discredit the constitutional arguments put forward by the Ts' Peten Defenders regarding 

Aboriginal title. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSION: THE NEED FOR A PUBLIC INQUIRY 



How did this conflict between two men, Shuswap Faith Keeper, Percy Rosette 

and American rancher, Lyle James escalate into the largest police action in the history of 

the province which raised questions of law that resonate at deep constitutional and 

international levels? The trial that followed the standoff shed important light on this 

question. As mentioned in chapter two, the Ts' Peten Defenders' legal position conflicted 

directly with state assumptions about the jurisdiction of the land at Gustafsen Lake. This 

conflict in legal positions, which underpinned the physical confrontation, became a 

prominent aspect of the trial. 

The Ts' Peten Defenders' pre-trial hearing began in May 1996 and the drama 

ended on 31 July 1997 when those convicted were sentenced. The charges ranged in 

seriousness from trespass to attempted murder. Ts ' Peten Defenders who were charged 

with lesser offences were Robert Lauchlin Flemming, Percy Adrian Rosette, Flora Elsie 

Sampson, Ronald Raymond Craig Dionne, Glenn Darwin Denault, Tronde Fred Halle, 

Shelaugh Anne Franklin, Grant Michael Archie, and Sheila Leanne Ignace. Those 

"accused convicted of possession of a weapon for a purpose dangerous to the public 

peace and mischief causing actual danger to life." were as follows: Suniva Bronson, 

James Allen Scott Pitawanakwat, Edward Clarence Dick, Joseph Adam Ignace, Jones 

William Ignace, and Francis Edward Dick.1 

The trial received very little national media coverage. I attended many of the trial 

sessions and published a column in the Vancouver weekly Terminal City that explored 

the evidence that emerged. Throughout the trial several of the defendants stridently set 

forth the same legal arguments that formed the basis of the demands made within the 

camp during the standoff. In particular, Wolverine, Flo Sampson, Slelaugh Franklin and 
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James Pitawanakwat consistently issued direct challenges to the jurisdiction of the court 

by arguing that the judge must first address the question of Aboriginal jurisdiction as per 

the constitutional requirements for settlement in untreatied territories before the court 

could be sure that the proceedings were fully consistent with the rule of law. Throughout 

the trial there were passionate pleas from the accused for the court to address both the 

legal aspects of the jurisdiction questions as well as the deeper questions related to the 

subjugation of Aboriginal peoples in Canada. 

Both Ignace and Pitawanakwat emerged as powerful figures at the trial and 

addressed the court in an impassioned way. Pitawanakwat told the court: 

Our people have suffered more than anyone should suffer. 
Our ways were brutally attacked. Our laws said we were doing 
right. Under extreme aggression and oppression we can and 
must protect our people. When the "guardians of the rule of 
law" are oppressive we are guaranteed the right to defend 
our elders, our children and our way of life. The reconstruction 
of our warrior societies threatens those in authority but is 
necessary. 2 

Pitawanakwat and Wolverine often addressed the court from behind a small glass 

cubicle that was then separated from the gallery by a floor to ceiling plane of bulletproof 

glass. This spectacle had the effect of alienating the accused from the general public. 

Supposedly designed for security purposes, the glass reinforced the notion that the Ts' 

Peten Defenders were dangerous terrorists. In many ways, the bullet-proof glass had the 

same effect as the propaganda techniques employed by the RCMP during the standoff; 

the defendants were portrayed as dangerous militants who posed a threat to public safety. 

A reporter for the Toronto Star emphasized the surreal nature of the courtroom 

infrastructure, the intensity of the exchanges between Ts' Peten Defenders and RCMP 

officers, and the lack of widespread coverage of the case: 

In a bullet-proof glass cage resembling a giant fish tank, Jones William 
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Ignace is in the midst of a harsh cross-examination of assistant 
commissioner Murray Johnston, one of the senior RCMP officers who 
coordinated the police response to the 1995 land claims dispute. 
"Who is the terrorist here?" Ignace thunders. "I say the RCMP were." 
The scene at this trial in a bubble is almost surreal. Six armed deputy 
sheriffs are stationed strategically around the courtroom to keep an eye 
on Ignace and 17 other defendants. In stark contrast to the highly 
publicized event that prompted it, there has been little media coverage 
of this eight-month-long trial. The hearing has gone on so long that four 
defendants have had babies. 3 

During her address to the court, non-Native defendant Shelaugh Franklin tried to 

debunk the notion that the Ts' Peten Defenders were outsiders with little or no national or 

international support. On 11 July 1997, she attempted to read more than twenty letters 

which focused on the issue of unceded native land and mistreatment of the Ts ' Peten 

Defenders. For example, the Belgian Human Rights Group, K O L A ' s 4 letter to Prime 

Minister Jean Chretien stated 'The current actions of the BC government and the RCMP 

toward Ts' Peten [Gustafsen Lake] Defenders, as well as the negligence of the Canadian 

national government to intervene and put a halt to these actions unambiguously qualify as 

genocide." 5 

At the trial the Ts' Peten Defenders argued that the court had no jurisdiction over 

them with reference to the same body of law raised at the standoff. Throughout the trial. 

Franklin, Pitawanakwat, and Ignace, asserted that the effect of their interpretation of the 

meaning of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 was to exonerate them. They flatly rejected 

the legal theories offered by the state that counter their view. As discussed in chapter two, 

the state has often argued that the Proclamation does not apply to colonies such as British 

Columbia that came into being after 1763 and that the Proclamation was not designed to 

extend to the pacific coast. Nevertheless, several defenders argued that the Proclamation 

did and does apply. Despite interruptions from trial Judge, Bruce Josephson. Franklin 

emphasized the issue of Aboriginal jurisdiction, consistently throughout the court 
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proceedings: 

We are asking you [Judge Josephson] to look at the constitutional law. 
You refused to do that. I 'm still of the belief that the Shuswap are the 
inherent owners of their land. The assumption of jurisdiction over their 
land is fraud, constitutionally treasonous and genocidal. I have yet to 
see arguments, which disprove my contention that judges too are 
subject to law. Wolverine and OJ are in prison because of what they 
believe in, not because of what they have done. [Wolverine and 
Pitawanakwat received longer sentences than the other Defendants] 
They speak the truth. 6 

Franklin challenged Lyle James directly on jurisdiction issue when the rancher 

took the stand at the trial. She asked James if he had ever seen the Royal Proclamation of 

1763 or Section 35 of the 1982 Constitution Act. She read an excerpt from the 1982 

Constitution Act, which includes the important qualification that the Charter of Rights 

and Freedoms, "Shall not be construed as to abrogate or derogate from any Aboriginal 

Treaty or other rights or freedoms that pertain to the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, 

including any rights or freedoms that have been recognized by the Royal Proclamation of 

1763." 7 

Franklin then asked James if he was aware of this constitutional stipulation to 

which he flatly replied, "No." Although the judge swept aside the jurisdiction issue by 

stating, "That's a question of law. I 'm sorry, not for the witness." Franklin rejoined, 

"This is the precise question of law that we've had a problem getting a hearing at in 

Canada."8 

Although the trial was initially meant to determine the guilt or innocence of the 

eighteen members of the Sundance camp whom the Crown alleged constituted a 

conspiracy on private property, at many times throughout the proceedings the trial 

seemed to be more an investigation into RCMP tactics. Evidence that the RCMP used 

144 



excessive force and ran a "disinformation and smear campaign" against the Ts' Peten 

Defenders raised the call for a public inquiry by many court observers. 

Defense lawyer Manuel Azevedo argued that political concern over the Gustafsen 

Lake episode echoed at the highest echelons in Ottawa. He directly refuted the notion that 

the Ts' Peten Defenders' protest constituted a conspiracy on private property, as asserted 

by Crown prosecutor Lance Bernard and stated, "If there was a conspiracy, it was not on 

the part of the accused. It was on the part of the RCMP and their political masters to once 

and for all crush this revival of Indian culture at Gustafsen Lake. They were going to go 

right to the Prime Minister... This case went to the highest authorities and that's where 

the conspiracy lay." 9 

The need for further inquiry into evidence of media manipulation at Gustafsen 

Lake is underscored by the insights provided by CBC ombudsman, David Bazay as 

outlined in chapter six. His description of RCMP efforts to pressure the CBC to 

participate in their media strategy on 13 September is highly revealing. He substantiates 

the allegation that the RCMP lied to the CBC to get access to the airwaves in a move 

which reinforced the public perception that the RCMP were bending over backwards to 

accommodate the Ts" Peten Defenders' demands while at the same time reinforcing the 

notion that the Ts' Peten Defenders were unreasonable malcontents. 

The RCMP portrayal of the protesters as violent criminals fits in with historical 

precedents. As Daniel Francis observed in The Imaginary Indian, "In the vast literature of 

the Mountie produced between 1885 and World War Two, the Indian is the bad guy, 

savage and ungovernable, a symbol of the dark forces of anarchy, which had to be 

subdued before civilization could flourish in the West." 1 0 The RCMP recycled this 
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11 12 

dismissive tone in their press briefings. The terms "criminals." and "squatters," who 

"pursue to kil l" 1 3 were used by the RCMP and the British Columbia Attorney General to 

describe protesters who were attempting to bring about respect for the rule of law and the 

internationalization of the British Columbia title question. 

During the trial, some reporters began to explore evidence of RCMP 

wrongdoing but these articles were infrequent. Most Canadians have likely been left with 

wildly simplified and erroneous impressions of what happened at Gustafsen Lake. 

Further journalistic reckoning with the extent to which the media was manipulated is 

required. Vancouver Sun columnist Joey Thompson's column is a beginning. Although 

her analysis did not receive national attention from editorialists and panellists throughout 

most of Canada, she wrote plainly about the extent to which she felt manipulated by the 

use of propaganda at Gustafsen Lake. In her column, on page A12 of the Vancouver Sun 

on 26 September 1997, she wrote: "The fact is [Gustafsen Lake] camp members weren't 

the terrorists the RCMP made them out to be. Nor did they invite the shootouts the police 

press releases claimed. Officers were ordered to back off the "terrorist" label three days 

into the mud-slinging and name-calling. But the damage was done." Thompson 

emphasized that the media became "sold on the RCMP's script of good vs. evil: Our men 

in red blazers against trigger-crazed Indian thugs. And that's what stung the most.. . " 1 4 

She reviewed some of the main discrepancies between what the RCMP told the press 

during the standoff and what was revealed at the trial. She summarized: "Court 

transcripts tell the story; we got had." 1 5 

Similarly, one Globe and Mail article, written by Ross Howard on 8 October 

1996. reported on evidence of RCMP wrongdoing at Gustafsen Lake. The article noted 
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that some RCMP officers used hollow-point bullets although they are prohibited as 

military ammunition under international conventions because of their devastating impact 

on victims. (See also Appendix 10) 1 6 Howard's article, "RCMP Tactics War-Like, trial 

told, " also stated: "The RCMP had an informer or agent among those who were involved 

in the standoff according to Sergeant Martin Sarrich. And the police violated their own 

no-shooting rule, Corporal Malcolm Callander said, and gave incomplete information to 

the media." 1 7 

Although Thompson and Howard began to unravel the web of "disinformation 

and smear" with these two articles (which contrasted to the vast majority that carried 

false information) there must be much greater attention given to strong evidence of the 

use of propaganda by the RCMP at Gustafsen Lake if these articles are to serve any 

function other than to promote a necessary illusion that there is balance in the mainstream 

media. Without a fuller reckoning with the extent to which the media might have been 

involved in the RCMP media strategy, there is a dangerous threat that "thought control" 

and media manipulation will damage Canadian democracy. 

The manipulation of the media by the RCMP at Gustafsen Lake is evident in the 

statements of several officers that were disclosed at the trial. RCMP Sgt Ryan stated: 

"We want to make sure that the press releases most advantageous to us go out" in the 

same exchange where he asks his colleagues: "Did you find someone who can help us 

with the disinformation and smear campaign." 1 8 It is unclear whether the RCMP did hire 

"somebody" to "help" with a "disinformation or smear campaign" at Gustafsen Lake. It 

is clear, however, that the RCMP were intent on controlling information. In Above the 

Law 2, an RCMP officer states, "I can assure you that we're going to manage information 
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and I don't give a shit what the cost is. It's going to be done and if we have to hire people 

to do i t . . ." 1 9 There is also evidence that the RCMP flew in a media consultant from 

Ottawa, 2 0 indicating that the RCMP may have sought to "hire a staff for the purpose of 

"disinformation and smear." 

The efforts of the RCMP to manipulate the media appear to have been highly 

successful. From the time of the alleged ambush on 27 August until the end of the 

conflict, there was a virtual media blackout which obscured central aspects of the event 

from public view. After the standoff, Mark Hume of the Vancouver Sun wrote, "For 

several weeks, the media were blocked from seeing just about anything of the police 

operation at Gustafsen Lake and largely became dependent on daily RCMP briefings for 

reports on events." He concluded, "The military involvement in the operation was denied, 

even weeks after it had begun. The use of night-vision goggles, spy planes, forward 

looking infra-red and booby traps was never commented on." Hume also explained that 

the RCMP allowed selected reporters to view their centre of operations at Gustafsen Lake 

called Camp Zulu. Several reporters were flown by the RCMP over the camp under an 

oath of secrecy that they would not report on the nature of camp Zulu until after the 

standoff. Hume wrote that, "The Vancouver Sun did not take the trip, or the RCMP's oath 

of secrecy - and instead flew over the base after learning it was located outside an air-

exclusion zone." He reported on what could be seen from above the RCMP's camp Zulu 

and stated that the RCMP "had established a military-style operations base, to launch 

patrols into the thick bush around Gustafsen Lake." 2 2 

Why would the RCMP and state officials feel the need to misrepresent the legal 

and constitutional issues at stake at the Gustafsen Lake conflict and to engage in what 

148 



Bazay refers to as manipulation and what RCMP officers refer to in their own video­

taped discussions as a "disinformation and smear campaign?" 2 3 The "disinformation and 

smear" campaign had the effect of isolating the Ts' Peten Defenders from domestic and 

international support and contained their threat to the political and economic status quo. 

The use of both state force and propaganda demonstrates that when there is a threat to the 

sanctity of the state, and its access to billions of dollars of natural resources, the state will 

marshall its instruments of force to quell the physical threat, while controlling 

information to discredit those who pose an ideological threat. The Ts ' Peten Defenders 

posed a fundamental challenge to the prevailing property regime and the system of social, 

economic and political relationships that stem from it. The protesters called for a 

fundamental reconsideration of the unequal distribution of wealth and the social and 

political inequities that stem from the colonial era. The use of the police to enforce the 

rule of law is the central point of the controversy. 

The gravity of the challenge presented by the protesters at the Ts' Peten sacred 

grounds was not lost on politicians or the RCMP. In a 24 August 1995 interview on 

CHNL Radio Kamloops, RCMP Sergeant Peter Montague stated, "Basically, the very 

foundations that Canadian society are built on are threatened here, and the RCMP is well 

aware of that." 2 4 At Gustafsen Lake, the RCMP defended a suspect legal regime. If the 

legal truth is that jurisdiction remains with Native people, trillions of dollars of corporate 

revenue as well as the very jurisdiction of the state may be jeopardized. To prevent the 

loss of corporate investment, the use of force, in the name of the law was employed to 

stifle, suppress, and "set the example"" that a challenge to the sanctity of the state will 

not be tolerated. 
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In Roll Jordan Roll. Eugene Genovese wrote, "The legal system of the western 

world had succumbed to a bourgeois idea of private property."2'' At Gustafsen Lake, the 

state and the police acted to defend the sanctity of the doctrine of marketplace equality. 

State officials rejected an interpretation of the constitutional laws that preceded the 

transformation of British Columbia into a province that places highest value on its regime 

of private property holdings. The state also resisted the demand for a fundamental re­

working of the balance of political and economic power. The provincial Attorney General 

claimed to support the equality of all persons before the law but refused to deal with the 

extent to which "marketplace democracy" was instituted as part of a process of illegal 

dispossession and subjugation of Aboriginal peoples. 

Genovese also wrote, "One of the primary functions of the law concerns the 

means by which command of the gun becomes ethically sanctioned." 2 7 At Gustafsen 

Lake, the state and the police claimed that the use of force against the Ts ' Peten 

Defenders was morally defensible by invoking the sanctity of private property rights and 

contradicting their constitutional arguments. Genovese also refers to the "hegemonic 

function of the law" 2 8 and reminds us that the idea of hegemony "implies class 

antagonisms, but it also implies, for a given historical epoch, the ability of a particular 

class to contain those antagonisms on a terrain in which its legitimacy is not dangerously 

questioned." 2 9 At Gustafsen Lake, the class interests of those in positions of economic 

and political power in both Native and non-Native communities in British Columbia were 

protected when the serious threat to state legitimacy that the Ts' Peten Defenders posed 

was quashed. By convincing the public that the RCMP were acting to defend the rule of 

law and that the Defenders were reckless law-breakers, the compelling legal arguments 
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assembled by the Ts' Peten Defenders were muted. Although state legitimacy could have 

been widely questioned if the Ts' Peten Defenders were able to gain public support, an 

RCMP "disinformation and smear campaign" discredited them while a show of state 

force contained them. 

In many ways, the legitimacy of the RCMP response was created through the 

use of propaganda. The legitimacy of the Ts' Peten Defenders' constitutional arguments 

was thoroughly discredited by the police who played an essentially political role by 

arguing that the protesters had no substantive issues. 

The use of the RCMP to quell political dissent at Gustafsen Lake is highly 

problematic. As mentioned in chapter two, the historical record shows that the RCMP 

have often played a political role in the policing of those who demonstrate opposition to 

the Canadian state. Historically, the RCMP has infiltrated unions 3 0 and activists 

associated with the Quebec separatist movement. 3 1 An analysis of the historical record 

shows that the RCMP consistently sided with corporate interests and government, against 

political dissenters, both Native and non-Native. 

Many Canadians may find the evidence of RCMP wrongdoing at Gustafsen 

Lake difficult to believe because it deviates so far from established national myths, in his 

exhaustive study on The Canadian Mounties in Symbolism and Myth. Keith Walden 

examined the construction of the image of the RCMP as a ubiquitous national symbol 

sometimes assumed to be beyond reproach. In contrast, as Edward Mann and John Lee 

explain in RCMP vs. the people: Inside Canada's Security Service, instruction in methods 

of evasion and plausible deniability are core elements of some officers' training, 

especially higher-ranking officers. Mann and Lee state, "The capacity to stonewall, like a 
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musketeer's ability in fencing, will normally increase with the rank of the [RCMP] 

officer."3 2 

The use of disinformation and smear techniques by the RCMP at Gustafsen 

Lake is consistent with a tradition of less than savoury aspects of the RCMP's activities, 

especially in regards to tactics in political policing that are part of the public record. 

Mann And Lee describe tactics similar to those displayed at Gustafsen Lake and advise 

their readers to look beyond the myths that have been "widely celebrated in the press, 

movies, novels, and in the bulk of Canadian history books" because "behind this image, 

almost invisible, the other mission of the NWMP and its successor the RCMP has been 

the surveillance and sometimes forceful control of all minorities that do not fit into the 

Canadian establishment's model of public order." 3 3 

The use of propaganda by the RCMP and state officials to discredit Aboriginal 

protesters is also part of a larger trend that has precedents dating back to 1924. The 

language used by state officials to describe Aboriginal protesters at Oshwegan in 1924 

resembles the language used to denounce the Ts' Peten Defenders in 1995. Both were 

accused of being agitators who lacked mainstream support. For example, in 1924, 

Department of Indian Affairs deputy superintendent Duncan Campbell Scott referred to 

the activism of Six Nations traditionalists as "agitation carefully fomented by a few 

reactionaries."3 4 Similarly in 1995, police referred to the Ts' Peten Defenders as militants 

who "have no support whatsoever." 3 5 The RCMP labelled them trespassers 3 6 and 

"declared war... on a heavily armed band of natives they say are terrorists.""'7 

In particular, the exploits of the RCMP in infiltrating the Quebec sovereignty 

movement in the name of national security need to be reviewed to contextuali/e the 
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evidence of RCMP wrongdoing at Gustafsen Lake. Regarding the actions of the RCMP 

in the 1970's, Richard Cleroux wrote, in Official Secrets: the story behind the Canadian 

Security Intelligence: "They [the RCMP] had lied, cheated, stolen, committed arson, 

opened peoples' mail, held people without warrant, conspired, destroyed evidence, 

created mischief and deliberately misled other police forces. And when it appeared they 

might be found out, they had conspired to cover it up to hide their crimes." This context 

is important when considering evidence of RCMP wrongdoing at Gustafsen Lake, which 

resembles tactics, employed to investigate other elements of Canadian society who were 

deemed to be security threats. 

In RCMP: The Real Subversives. Richard Fidler revealed a pattern of RCMP 

espionage tactics regarding the infiltration of Native political movements. In particular, 

Fidler detailed the role of an RCMP spy who "tried to get British Columbia Natives to 

use violent tactics... to provoke actions that the police could easily suppress, arresting or 

killing radical leaders and discrediting the movement." This RCMP agent tried to 

provoke Native protesters in Mount Currie into using dynamite and AK-47 rifles. Fidler 

concluded that these efforts ultimately proved unsuccessful. 

More recently, the RCMP has been accused of employing excessive force to 

police the meeting of world leaders at the APEC conference at UBC. The use of force at 

the APEC hearings has come under close scrutiny 4 0 and has been compared by some to 

the use of police force at Gustafsen Lake. The need for further inquiry into the dynamics 

of police actions at Gustafsen Lake has been emphasized by Margot E. Young of the Law 

Faculty at the University of Victoria who linked the Gustafsen and Ipperwash conflicts 

with a more pervasive pattern of police abuses related to the use of pepper spray on 
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students at UBC in 1997. She emphasized, "Canadians and their governments are not 

always quick to investigate potential police abuses of power. A range of examples 

illustrates this point. In 1995 the Ontario Provincial Police shot at and killed a member of 

a group of Native protesters occupying Ipperwash Provincial Park." She also noted that 

"no provincial inquiry into this shooting death has been called, despite condemnation of 

this refusal by the United Nations Human Rights Committee" and that "Similar potential 

police misconduct may have characterized the Gustafsen Lake dispute in British 

Columbia in 1995" where "the events have remained largely uninvestigated and media 

coverage dipped sharply as time passed." 4 1 

The use of the RCMP to quell political dissent in Native communities raises 

important questions. What is the role of the police when an expression of constitutionally 

protected Aboriginal rights comes into conflict in potentially lethal confrontations? What 

interpretation of the rule of law mandates the duties of the RCMP? Is it appropriate for 

the police to play a political role? In particular, to what extent did the RCMP co-operate 

in the political designs of the federal and provincial governments to suppress the 

constitutional arguments of the Ts' Peten Defenders? Evidence of the use of excessive 

force and propaganda by the RCMP reviewed in this study raises the serious concern that 

the RCMP has become a police force that defends the interests of state or corporate 

interests at the expense of the civil rights of protesters and the rule of law in general. 

The notion that the use of propaganda and police force might be motivated by the 

economic and political interests of the ruling class has been explored by Noam Chomsky 

in Necessary Illusions: Thought Control in Democratic Societies. 4 2 Chomsky writes, "It 

is a natural expectation, on uncontroversial assumptions, that the major media and other 
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ideological institutions will generally reflect the perspectives and interests of established 

power." 4 3 At standoffs with Aboriginal protesters, the RCMP effectively became 

enforcers of the economic and political interests of established power by discrediting a 

legal argument that challenged Canadian jurisdiction over the trillions of dollars of 

resources in British Columbia. 

According to the "propaganda model" of critical analysis explored by Noam 

Chomsky, the media serve the interests of state and corporate power by framing their 

reporting and analysis in a manner supportive of established privilege and which limits 

discussion and debate. Although particular reporters might deviate from identification 

with dominant class interests, Chomsky writes, "Journalists are unlikely to make their 

way unless they conform to these ideological pressures, generally by internalizing the 

values: it is not easy to say one thing and believe another, and those who fail to conform 

will tend to be weeded out by familiar mechanisms." 4 4 

The power of television to shape public opinion has been explored by Pierre 

Boudrieu who also examined the extent to which television news coverage often feeds 

back already-held assumptions to media consumers. In his book. On Television, he 

referred to "the circular circulation of information" which "produces a formidable effect 

of mental closure" to ideologies that threaten widely held views." 4 5 Bourdrieu identified 

an economic motivation at the heart of the attempt to display only certain images and 

ideas on television, which can be subtle, perhaps unconscious, but pervasive. The media 

coverage of the Battle of Gustafsen Lake fits into this model because the arguments of 

the Native protesters pose a threat to the economic interest of the dominant economic 

class that are usually connected with ownership of major media conglomerations. 

155 



Noam Chomsky argues that, "The system protects itself with indignation against a 

challenge to the right of deceit in the service of power, and the very idea of subjecting the 

ideological system to rational inquiry elicits incomprehension or outrage, though it is 

often masked in other terms." 4 6 At Gustafsen Lake, corporate and state interests were 

reflected and defended in media reports, which masked the substance of the protesters' 

legal and historical arguments interests by invoking the assumption that the jurisdiction 

of the lands at Gustafsen Lake remained with the Canadian state. 

As mentioned in chapter two of this work, Jacques Ellul has noted that 

propaganda can be employed to bring about either the active or passive participation of 

individuals. At Gustafsen Lake, the state secured the active participation of RCMP 

officers and military soldiers and the passive participation, or approval, of the general 

public. The attempt of the police and the state to convince the general public that a siege 

on the Sundance camp was morally defensible may have exceeded its initial objective of 

creating passive acceptance and support for police actions. Some citizens went beyond a 

passive role and took to the streets - not only to acknowledge their support for the 

RCMP, but also to demand more aggressive actions of the RCMP to use force to suppress 

the alleged enemy within the Sundance camp. While most citizens did not get a clear 

account of the depth and weight of the legal and historical substance that underpinned the 

Ts' Peten Defenders protest, they were provided with hundreds of media accounts that 

indicated that the RCMP acted honourably, while the Ts' Peten Defenders acted 

criminally. 

The extent to which the public supported Dosanjh and his "get tough" policy on 

the Ts' Peten Defenders was summarized by David Hogben in his column, "Election 
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Train Ready after [Gustafsen Lake] Surrender: 'With the heavily armed native Indian 

militants in police custody, the provincial government may try to translate its success in 

the high-profile stand-off into a victory at the polls. '" Hogben quoted University of 

Victoria Political science Professor, Norman Ruff as saying that Attorney General Ujjal 

Dosanjh has become "one of the best things to have happened to the NDP" in 

"transforming the anxieties over aboriginal issues from a political liability into an 

asset." 4 7 

In Media coverage and political terrorists: a quantitative analysis. Richard 

Schaffert explained two techniques of propaganda which, in my view, apply to the use of 

propaganda by the state and police at Gustafsen Lake. The two processes are: "name-

calling," defined as, "affixing a derogatory label to a concept, thereby encouraging its 

rejection" and "'card stacking:' selectively accumulating fact or fiction to support or 

discredit a concept." 4 8 The repeated use of the terms "terrorists" and "criminals" to 

describe the Ts' Peten Defenders signifies "name-calling," while the use of false 

evidence of aggression from the camp to discredit the protest signifies "card stacking." 

When contrasting evidence disclosed at the trial of the eighteen Ts' Peten 

Defenders with the RCMP accounts of Aboriginal "terrorism" supplied to the media it 

becomes evident that the RCMP worked to discredit the legal position taken by the 

protesters by releasing misleading information. Instead of examining the historical 

precedents and points of law raised by the Ts' Peten Defenders, then British Columbia 

Attorney General, Ujjal Dosanjh told the press that, "Gustafsen Lake has nothing to do 

with Aboriginal land claims issues. It's purely to do with the weapons found there and the 

shots that have been fired." 4 9 By controlling the flow of information that was 
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communicated through the media and by invoking negative ethnic stereotypes the 

constitutional arguments of the Ts' Peten Defenders were silenced. By showing physical 

evidence to the media of police vehicles that were allegedly riddled with bullets from the 

camp, 5 0 any assertion that the campers were principled activists engaged in the defence of 

traditional burial grounds became untenable. 

Although there was extensive testimony in court about the inconsistencies in 

RCMP allegations as well as the constitutional and spiritual aspects of the Ts' Peten 

Defenders stand, the Defenders were not exonerated. Several were convicted and went to 

jail. However, as Joey Thompson stated, two years after publishing columns that flatly 

criticized the Ts' Peten Defenders: "Police led the media to believe they had 'consistently 

been fired upon' by camp occupants, including shots fired at an RCMP chopper. But 

most were never confirmed."'1 

A public inquiry is desperately needed to document, clarify and publicize the 

evidence of RCMP wrongdoing at Gustafsen Lake. Such an inquiry should also examine 

the complicity of the media in the broadcast of RCMP disinformation. Only when 

journalists realized the extent to which they were manipulated at Gustafsen Lake, can 

such threats to journalistic integrity and democracy itself be prevented. 

The trial revealed that there are many aspects of the standoff that bear further 

analysis and examination. A public inquiry is required to determine the participation of 

the Prime Minister's Office in endorsing the use of military armaments, especially in 

light of evidence that this endorsement was based on falsified evidence (as explored in 

chapters three, four and five). The participation of the Prime Minister's Office is 

indicated in the notes of Hall on 9 September 1995: "PMO [Prime Minister's Office] -
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not happy - PMO office - apparently military told PMO troops [are] out, we said they 

were not out. Insp. Smith D/Comm Palmer called DEOC [RCMP Divisional Emergency 

Operations Centre] and said APC's are ours to use as we see fit... concern from 

DND/DEOC over wording of media release." 5 2 

The most compelling reasons that a public inquiry is required are outlined at 

length in the three previous chapters of this thesis. There are vast discrepancies between 

what the RCMP said was happening in the confrontation and evidence that shows the 

RCMP were initiators of shooting incidents. Moreover, the approval of the use of the 

military was premised on erroneous accounts of shooting from within the camp. 

Even with the help of undercover informants planted in the cell of Ts ' Peten 

Defenders who awaited trial, the RCMP could not gather evidence to support their 

allegation that they were shot at on 27 August and 4 September. Constable Richard C. 

Demesester testified that he acted in an undercover capacity as a plant in the cell of James 

(OJ) Pitawanakwat, shortly after his arrest. 5 3 Excerpts from RCMP notebooks as well as 

from their own training video indicate that the RCMP were prepared to use excessive 

force at Gustafsen Lake. The claims made in public by the RCMP like those of 

Superintendent Len Olfert that "A peaceful solution is what we always wanted" 5 4 are 

belied by the recorded statements that showed the RCMP intended to use force including 

the following: 

• "The CO (Commanding Officer) commented and I agreed that we need to clean them 

out entirely and not have any hanging issues similar to what occurred at Oka." 5 5 

• "Len [Olfert] feels strongly that there are a small group - 6 warriors, that will not 

give up - it will require the killing of the hardliners" 5 6 (This statement was made 
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between the alleged aggressions of 27 August and 4 September and indicates that the 

RCMP were prepared, at the command level, to kill those in the camp.) 

• "Superintendent Johnston advised that Superintendent Olfert wants to get more 

proactive and take down the red truck and occupants if they can." 5 7 

These quotes paint a very disturbing picture of the state of mind and the actions 

of the RCMP officers who were at Gustafsen Lake. Although they styled themselves the 

guardians of private property and public safety, the evidence shows that police were 

undertaking and advocating provocative military manoeuvres. 

A public inquiry could also determine reasons why the RCMP deleted sections 

from their internal communications regarding the alleged ambush of the ERT team on 4 

C O 

September 1995. (Appendix 11) What did the RCMP have to hide by deleting sections 

of the account of this incident? It is unclear to what extent officials in the Department of 

National Defence, as well as the provincial and federal governments knew they that the 

police account of the 4 September shooting was false. The deleted sections of the RCMP 

account may provide insight. 

Three incidents have been examined most closely in this work but several other 

instances of RCMP use of excessive force merit serious critical analysis. For example, on 

11 September, the RCMP claimed that their officers were fired upon during an intense 

lirefight. Like the three incidents examined most closely in this thesis, the RCMP account 

of the incident (and repeated in most press accounts) was discredited at the trial. Initially, 

Montague told the press that "RCMP officers riding in Armoured Personnel Carriers 

came under such heavy fire that one of the APCs was disabled" and that two Natives ran 

into the trees, carrying weapons with them, and began firing at officers. 5 9 However, he 
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was later forced to admit that the occupants of the truck were not carrying weapons. On 

the same day, the RCMP used land explosives on a camp truck, killed a camp dog and 

shot one of the campers in the arm. This incident, as well as the examination of the 

evidence around the sniper shot taken at one of the campers on 12 September, deserve 

further attention and research. 

At the Ts' Peten Defenders' trial, Judge Josephson acknowledged the seriousness 

of the unprecipitated shooting at one of the Ts' Peten Defenders on 12 September. In his 

reasons for judgement, Josephson noted, "On 12 September, police had withdrawn to the 

perimeters. Police snipers fired three shots 1,000 yards across the lake at a native person 

dressed in camouflage clothing... While well out of normal range for their rifles, the 

shots were designed to kill." 6 1 Regarding the sniper shot, it is important to note that 

Corporal Callander testified, "They had him [the camper] in sights with the intent to kill 

him." 6 2 The Vancouver Sun reported on 12 October 1996, in an article titled, "Snipers at 

Gustafsen Lake, able to 'shoot to kill, '" that "RCMP snipers using a laser-equipped rifle 

were given the green light to shoot to kill Native Indians at Gustafsen Lake last year 

according to court testimony." 6 3 

Another aspect of the conflict that bears further inquiry is the discussion about 

employing Canada's secret commando unit, Joint Task Force Two at Gustafsen Lake. 

Joint Task Force Two (JTF2) is the Canadian Armed Forces elite counter-terrorist/special 

operations unit. (JTF2's exact terms of reference are not known.) On 13 September at 15 

22, Brown noted: ".. .CO's office for a meeting with Murray and I. Supt. Olfert feels 

current situation is beyond a police role and JTF2 [Joint Task Force Two] should be 

called in." 6 4 (See Appendix 2) More research is required to determine whether this force 
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was mobilized at Gustafsen Lake. 

Although RCMP officers were involved initially only as negotiators, the 

operation at Gustafsen Lake swelled into the "the most costly RCMP operation in 

Canadian history." 6 5 Over 400 officers were dispatched, first to investigate and later to 

initiate a "ground assault" 6 6 on the Sundance camp. Throughout the standoff, there was 

little attention paid to pertinent legal and historical issues while reports of Aboriginal 

violence that rationalized the RCMP siege made headlines. The RCMP were engaged in a 

campaign of disinformation designed to convince the general public as well as high-

ranking Department of National Defence officials that the Gustafsen Lake protesters were 

hardened criminals, guilty of instigating shoot-outs with the police. 

By focusing on the alleged threat that lurked within the camp, the police and 

government diverted public attention from the Aboriginal title issue while the RCMP and 

military surrounded the camp with Armoured Personnel Carriers, night vision, stun 

grenades, parachute flare guns, thunderflash and flash bang percussion bombs, 400 M-16 

fully automatic assault rifles, helicopters and 24-hour surveillance cameras. 6 7 A public 

inquiry is necessary to examine evidence that the RCMP response at Gustafsen Lake was 

marked by the use of excessive force and state-sponsored propaganda that obscured 

unresolved legal issues related to Aboriginal title. 

1 This information is taken from Reasons For Judgement of the Honourable Mr. Justice Josephson. Regina 
v. Mary Pena, Docket X043738, Supreme Court of British Columbia, New Westminster Registry 
2 Testimony of James Pitawanakwat, 12 July 1997, Regina v. Mary Pena, Docket X043738, Supreme Court 
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O u r H o m e And N a t i v e L a n d 

Whose Land 
bit? 

F r o m t h e b r a n d - s p a n k i n g n e w S u r r e y pre - t ra i l c en t r e , 
B E N M A H O N Y t a l b t o William J o n e s I g n a c e , b e t t e r 

k n o w n b y h i s S h u s w a p n a m e , W o l v e r i n e . 

Daniel J. Collins/Propaganda photo 

W e were searched then 
taken through two sets 
oflocked doors. Thefirst 
set slammed loudly as 

we walked into a vacant space of 
white walls and tinted windows. 
Earlier in the day, I had asked my 
photographer-companion Daniel: 
"Is this nungover-ramshackle-by-
rJie-seat-of-your-pants style what 
they call 'gonzo journalism'?'' I 
wanted this discussion to be a shar­
ing of perspective, not an interroga­
tion. So I came as myself and im­
provised my questions on the one-
and-a-halfhour transitride. Gener­
ous Daniel took the assignment 
when we called him the previous 
night at midnight. Like most of the 
general public, he had little infor-

, motion about the land, legislation 
and people who were in the 
Gustafsen Lake camp when the 
WestmobilizarioaoftheR.C.M.P. 
in history surrounded them. '•' 

Wolverine has been in jail since* 
September-1995, charged with 
eighteen other members of the 
Gustafees Lake camp. The pros­
ecution has made its case. Disclo­
sures by the R.GM.P. that they 
engineered a smear campaign and 
evidence that the R.CMJ?. insti-
gated the violence has led to rumours 
that amistrial may be declared. The 
defence has called controversial 
lawyer Bruce Clark to the stand to 
speak to the jurisdiction of the land 
and to the constitutional law which 
framed the demands of Wolverine 
and the camp. Since this is unceded 
territory for which the Shuswap 
Nation has signed no treaty, their 
claim to the land is per the Royal 
Proclamation of1763, which makes 
them allies to the Queen, not ten­
ants. Because this argumentappears 
convincing and well supported in 
existing constitutional law, it has 
been suggested that Federal Justice 
Minister Allan Rock and B.C. At­
torney-General Ujjal Dosanjh may 
attend the proceedings which the 
TsTeten Defenders encourage you 
toattendattheSurrey Court House. 

Bent what can you tell me about 
the Gusta&en Lake area and its 
history? 
Wcjwlnes Well, the Gustafsen 
*U!&.' area is part of the Shuswap 
Nation, i believe it came out in 
testimony about the inter-tribal 

.agreement between the five bands 

that shared that area. But that's still in 
the part that's the Shuswap Nation. 
The Shuswap Nation is a very large 
Nation. It's surrounded by the 
Chilcotin, theLil' Wat, theOkanagan, 
the Kootenay, and the Cree. So you 
see that it takes in right in to the 
Kootenay, about ten hours drive to the 
east. 
B; Were you born in that area? 
W: I'm from the Southern Shuswap at 
Adams Lake. But Percy asked me for 
help for that area in the Sundance and 
from people that were trying to kick 
them off land which is still unceded 
territory because I've been going to 
court with Bruce [Clark] since 1990. 
B: When did you first meet Bruce? 
W: 1990. 
Be Did he approach you? 
W: No, I came down because there 
was an action going over with the 
Mount Currie people. I met Bruce 
there. That was 1990. We went to 
different courts on the Lower Main­
land here trying to get the jurisdiction 
issue addressed. We've been stone­
walled by the judicial system. I think it 
came out in court that Bruce has tried 
to have the jurisdiction argument ad­
dressed 41 different times. 
B: So he spoke to that question in 
regard to different claims, is that right? 
The Lit* Wat and with other people 
out east as well? 
W: Yeah, we had one action which we 
were involved with in '89 in our area. 
I was more or less an advisor in that 
court case. Then Bruce took a case and 
finally it got to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. 
B: Where was that, th- il 
"Wat? 
Wi No, it was 
hunting issue, bui 
dealing with the v 

land issue that v 

hadn't been 
settled in Brit­
ish Columbia. 
So anywhere you 
go you're still on 
unceded territory. 
B: Most of B.C. is 
unceded territory? 
W: Only a few srr.ill 
treaties were made. Treaty 
Eight is a pretty good size of 
Northern B.C., but that one is ques­
tionable. The treaty was made with 
onlyonenarion, [he paused and smiled, 
raising one finger and I could sense my 
diminutive elder warming to the dis­
cussion. It must have been bizarre for 
him to have been inserted into a white 

ten-by-twenty-fbotdiscussion cubicle 
to meet with young white strangers]. 
You cannot get on the map and draw 
out that, "this is our territory" when 
there are people from other Nations 
living on that. These people were 
drawn into Treaty Eight without even 
knowing it. So that treaty is question­
able. 
Bs When you left Gustafsen Lake at 
the end of the incident did you know 
where you were going, that they were 
going to take you here or take you to 
jail? 
W; I didn't know where we were 
going to go but it didn't matter as long 
as we got the issue dealt with. 
Bs Bruce said that one of the main 
reasons for the incident was to raise 
the issue of jurisdiction and the 1704 
precedent. Is that true? 
W: Well, one of our main demands 
was third-party adjudication. Because 
in an appeal hearing in Canada or 
British Columbia, we'll never get a 
fair hearing because you cannot get a 
fair hearing from people that are com­
peting for the same land and resources. 
We've never had any justice in this 
country andldWtthink we everwill. 
Bt Have you sought action in the 
international sphere? 
W: We took on the issue in 1991 
because B.C. didn't want to deal with 
jurisdiction. This is at a lower level 
Judges did not want to listen. So we 
talked it over with Bruce and asked 

how to advance our legal argu-
nent. How could we get 

this heard in the Su-
t \ preme Court of 

Canada if the 
peopleatalower 

level don ' t 
want to lis­
ten? I went 

v to the 
l l l j l l ' United Na-

tions. I rook 
H. t three volumes: 
' • y "International 

Remedies", ' D o ­
le mestic Remedies", and 

different court cases that 
we were involved in at that 

time which the judges didn't want 
to listen to, to law. We felt that there 
might be at least one country in the 
world that could bring out our con­
cerns. We took this to a panel of 
listeners of indigenous peoples in Al­
buquerque, New Mexico in 1993. 

i 

There I testified to the United Na­
tions. What I said was that the whole 
judicial system in Canada was so cor­
rupt that the corruption begins in the 
very Law Society itself, right to all the 
courts in British Columbia, right to 
the attorney general of British Colum­
bia and right to the premier's office. I 
said that's where the corruption is and 
that goes right to the Supreme Court 
of Canada because they do not want to 
listen to law. 
Bi What reaction did you get? 
W: Well, it sort of shocked some of the 
people. What I stated was that if die 
U.N. fails us in what we're trying to do 
here, to bring out the message, ifit fails 
us, where in the world can we go for 
justice? We may have only one more 
avenue we could go and that was to the 
Queen herself because we felt that the 
Queen had jurisdiction. When the 
traditional people speak about the 
Crown we mean "The Imperial Crown 
of Great Britain", the original place 
where jurisdiction stems from. So we 
have to go back there to get our case 
before the Queen and the Privy Coun­
cil 
Bi Do you think that's possible? 
Ws Well, if it's still in the law books, 
like in 1704 in Queen Anne's Court. 
It's only been used [the third-party 
adjudication mechanism] once. 
B: It has been used? In 1704? 
W: Yeah, the Mohegan vs. Connecti­
cut They still have the Privy Council 
and here in Canada, But the Privy 
Council here in Canada will no t rule in 
our favour because they're eating out 
of the same trough as the politicians 
and everybody else. And so is the en­
forcement arm. So that for any kind of 
action that we do here in Canada, we 
are criminalized. Like at Gustafsen Lake 
when yet clearly all the laws are on our 
side. 
B: When Bruce Clark went overseas to 
speak to people their reaction was 
disbelief. 'There's no way that can be 
goingon in Canada," they said because 
of our reputation as a peaceful and just 
nation. Bruce testified that his mind 
and you're mind are one and the same 
on issues of jurisdiction. Is that true? 
Ws Yeah. I've been putting the pieces 
of the puzzle together since 1974 as to 
how the system operates here. 
B: When did you first learn of the 1704 
remedy. 
W: I first learned about this from Bruce, 
but I had the same document of1875, 

which I picked up a few years ago then 
gave to Bruce. 
B: Bruce has supporters and also people 
that criticize him a lot. Some think 
he's being smeared and that the justice 
system is out to get him. 
Wslt'snot only the justice system, the 
enforcement arm of the government is 
after him, too, because with these legal 
arguments he's the best there is in 
Canada. 
B Some that might support you oth­
erwise feel that his behaviour is erratic. 
Wi Because he'sbeenatit and has seen 
genocide happen to Indian peopli 
themselves... some of his friends. Sol 
guess it touches him. People that don' 
knowhim think he'salittlebit off, but 
he's not. He's the best there is. He's 
the only man here in Canada who's 
willing to take on the case. I had a 
lawyer who undermined the very ar 
gumentthat we're putting forth here 
today. 
Bs Was Rankin just arguing about the 
nature of the evidence? 
Ws That's it. What evidence was thai 
when it's all hearsay by the R.C.M.P. 
themselves, all a pack of lies. I will tel 
you this. I've been here for eiL 
months and only two officers have 
told the truth, only two. That's th 
kind of law enforcement that have 
here in Canada now. They're corrupt. 
They're heads are in the trough like 
bunch of pigs. 
There was only two. 
Bs Did media come into the camp? 
Ws We had a few come in but they 
twisted the story so bad. They made 
stories up. That was part of the smeai 
campaign done by the R.C.M.P. to 
discredit us so that way we'd nevet 
gain support from the people across 
Canada or anywhere because we were 
bringing out the law. The law is whai 
we stood on. We asked for third-party 
adjudication through the Privy Coun 
cil. We tried to open the door through 
the Governor General and to get him 
to open the door to the Privy Council 
in Great Britain. That was the only 
real demand we had. 
Bs People didn't hear that. It's been 
acknowledged that there was a smeai 
campaign. What would you say to 
people who want to know about the 
shots that were fired? 
Ws Who's land was it? Who had a 
right to be there? The R.CM.P. came 
in. They're the ones who invaded into 

T u r n to n e x t p a g e 



xied territory and assumed- that 
and belonged to them. How could 
land belong to them when we 
't have a treaty in this country? So 
i's right according to law? Who's 
lis it? Whohasarighttoit? ...The 
iding forces were the R.C.M.P. 
i never had a right according to 
, They're the ones breaking the 
, ever since 1875. In 1876, they 
i to make changes to the Land Act 
mat is known as the Duty of Dis-
wance. It was an Qrder-In-Coun-
&at disallowed B.C. from making 
nges to the Land Act. Then what 
they do? They set up the Indian 

: in 1876 to cover up the big land 
ft in this country. Until these 

the Indian people, 
that Indian Act they put in Section 
which makes all laws applicable to 
But .they don't have the right be-

iseof 109 and 129oftheConstitu-
n Act which says "subject to, sub-
tto"[kindsnu!eof< 
ans a purchase or a treaty, 

I see. And that never happened? 
i Never happened. So whatM they 
i? It's like if you were to draw a circle 
dcutitmhalf, across. That line that 
es across is the constitutional law. 
neti' our rights were stated in the 
'63 Royal Proclamation, t h a t is 
i o v c , and it sates that B.C. and 

: I didn't 
fcThisis where the people are fooled 
.to thinking that they have a right, 
hey .have an aniending formula now 
xause you have the Meech Lake and 
leCharlottctown accords. They have 
ic an^cUng formuk which lasts for 
fteeh'jreais from 1982 to 1997. It"ll 
e up on June 24th, 1997. The Queen 
aveG^nada. 15 years to settle the 

is From thelUpatiiation in 1982? 
ys Jeat' Thev have the amending 
onnjila now, they can make changes, 
>ut until then the land is still ours... 
syeri the Queen cannot make changes 
a what her forefathers put into law. 
Si Doyiou think possible that 
K o p l e overseas will start to realize this 
s happening i n Canada? ,; .: 
rVi Canada has a way of lobbying 
liffetent nations. If there's a disaster 
hey send over some relief to the poor 
»imtriB .I don't know i f uWs ever 
»llected,-but that's used as way of 
juying support through different 
jusiness groups. So. I fee! that we'll 
sever get any justice.until*we get a 
[hird party involved. 
When you look at the underlying tide 
being held by the Indian people, when 
pou get all this resource extraction in 
territories never given to Canada... 
you might have peace treaties but that 
was only for peace between one a n ­
other^; that did not mean that you 
could have a l l the resources on these 
lands. Ifyoulookatthe different 
and plans for what they're going to 
with the water resources in this prov­
ince in the Grand Canal projects... 
8: The water going to the U.S.? 
Wi All this going to the U.S. They're 

going to destroy the major rivers. For 
these people it's just profit. 
Bs Are tile Band Councils part of chat? 
Ws The Band Councils are just the 
yes-men to the federal government. 
They only follow guidelines set up by 
the Department of Indian Affairs 
[D.LAJ and that keeps them in the 
money.keeps the master happy. You're 
not going to bite the hand that feeds. 
So you look at who made those past 
agreements. It's not the ordinary 
people, it's not the grassroots. They*re 
elected officials who are from the same 
department ofthe fedetal government. 
Is this legal? When you have two from 
the same department making a legal 
agreement with one another, is this 
legal? But yet you try to take this into 
court and you deal with the same 
people. So where are you going to get 
justice? Where areyougoing to take it? 
Not here in Canada. 
Where are all the documents? They've 
been hidden away by the D*LA., the 
D.LA. is part of the federal govern­
ment. How are you really going to get 
a straight answer? They're not going to 
help us out. As a matter of fact - you 
watch - if there's going to be any cross-
examination, if the federal govern­
ment comes in. They may. I'm wait­
ing for that because the federal gov-
emmenthasajudttiary trust to protect 
our rights. But nowwe' re talking about 
the land issue. Now we'll see on which 
side of the rence tĤ ? ̂ sdy ral gryyyrn meot 
is going to be on. They're going to join 
the province. You just watch. Mark 
my words on this. They're going to 
join with the province and try to attack 
us. And yet you have a judicial trust to 
protect our rights. Getting hack to the 
circle, and Bruce could fill you in more 
on the constitutional law of this 
country and we're above that, We are 
allies to the Queen, not subjects. Now 
it's the subjects that are trying to tell us 
what the hell to do in our own coiin-
try, ma kinglaw which turns the whole 
thing around where we are below that 
line in the circle. They're putting con-
sutuuonal law below or trying to bury 
it. Butyou turn that circle back around 
and up above is the constitutional law, 
sections 109 and 129, that go back to 
1763 that the federal government and 
the provincial government has to live 

w s pan of die British 
North America [B.NA] Act first set 
up in this country in 1867. They twist 
that around for their benefit. This is 
the reason I'm here today, to try to 
bring that part of the law out that's 
been buried. 
[An interruption occurred here and 
confusion as to whether we could con­
tinue. I was taken out and searched 
again on the* way in after fetching 
more tape. The faithful " 
was still in the room listening to Wol­
verine tdl the story of a friend of his 
who was beginning to win cases m law 
relating to the land issue in the U.S. 
This activist was trying to set up self-
sufficient industry on narive territory 
on the west Coast in the way of oil 
refineries and tobacco shops], 
^Vs.. .the people in government didn't 
like that so they charged him with 
different charges to keep him busy in 

the courts. They manufactured differ-
ent evidence in his trial. This is what 
the F.B.I, did. When you say that the 
smear campaign is the specialty of the 
R.C.M.P, you should know that they 
learned this from the F.B.I. The F.B.I, 
used this with different groups in the 
U.S. 
Bi What was that man charged with? 
Ws They charged him with attempted 
murder, arson, you name it. 
B: They charged you with the same 

Ws Yeah, just to keep you in so you 
can't bring the message out to the 

Bs Now you stood up to a tank. 
Ws Yeah [hearty laughter]. 
Bs What do you want to tell people 
about that? Are there some things you 
can't talk about? 
Ws No, it's come out in the courts... 
That A.P.C [Armoured Personnel 
Carrier] was coming at me. He was 

running. I don't know, my; 
had to go after buffalo. They call these 
Bisons, I guess, the A.P.C. What my 
forefathers had to contend with only 
had four legs, this one had eight, I 
guess that's what scared the hell outta 
me [more hearty laughter]. What I'm 
charged for, the six attempts, that's 
what the A.P.C. had, six flat tires. I 
guess there must be K-iicheUn* what 
are the different tire manufacturers' 
names. »• Evcr-resdy..»[hearty laugh-
ter all around... the faithful photogra-
pher offers a company name] So that's 
what I'm charged for. It tried to run 
me over* It missed me. 
S; What were you doing there that 
day? Did they come find you? 
Wi Z came out because people were 
being attacked We were i 
It started off with an explosion which 
the R.CM.P. did not want to bring 
out. They attacked the camp. That's 
self-defence, automatic self-defence. 
Only a small group of people of 18 
against 400. That's great odds. Even 
rhatwasn'tenough, theywere going to 
bnnc the refinrrient nia 
B: When did you first get the sense 
that you were surrounded and you 
were under attack? 
Ws I sensed that pretty well nght away. 
B: August? 
WsYeah. 
B: Had there been attacks from people 
in the neighbourhood? There were 

> that people came around with reports that p 
a bull whip. 
Ws That was the rancher himself, ac­
tually one of his men. I wasn't in the 

8s Percy asked you to come? 
Ws 1 was phoned on June 13th when 
the ranchers came in. So it was on the 
14th we came in during the night... 
what I was there for was more or less to 
bring out the law, the law as I under­
stand i t We had a meeting with two of 
the rancher's sons, one of his daugh­
ters. Three R.C.M.P. officers all came 
into the. camp along with the North­
ern Shuswap TribaTCouncil. 
Bs Was that in June? 
WsYeah, we were discussing the issue. 
It was opened up in this way; Lyle 

James' daughter said: "I guess you 
guys know what we're here, for. The 
law's been broken. We want to have 
something done about it," So I just sat 
there, I thought she was going to carry 
on from that point but she didn't. So 
I said, "I agree with you. The law has 
been broken, but by you people be­
cause we don't have a treaty, there's no 
purchase." The people in the tribal 
council, the Chief, tried to take over 
the meeting from that point on. I told 
him I didnt recognize him in having 
any say on the landissue because I said, 
"You are a civil servant therefore I 
don't want to hear from you because 
the people I work with are the Eiders 
of the'Shuswap and Okanagan Con­
federacy." That Confederacy dates 
back to 1877 with the hereditary 
Chiefs. 
Bi I think Brace was talking about 
how when an agreement is signed be­
tween Natives and newcomers it has to 
be signed by a hereditary Chief. 
WsYeah, that's right. 
Bs And there has to be a community 

oc something like that and 
those things didn't happen in 

WsNo. 
Bs Is it clear who hereditary Chiefs 
would be in this case? 
Ws Well, prior to the Indian Act sys­
tem that was imposed on the Indian 
people, we had four [Chiefs] that went 
over to England in 1906, two from the 
Okanagan, two from, the Shuswap. 
Again in 1924, two from the Shuswap 
and one from the Okanagan. [I wont 
attempt to spell their names - B.M.J. 
In 1884 they put in the law banning 
three or more people from banding 
together, like the Podatch. In 1927 
they made the laws enforceable. And 
for people that talked about the land 
issue, you were picked up, you were 
given maybe sixty days, 

Ws Yeah and sometimes up to a year. 
Itwas 1927that they enforced that law 
in British Columbia. 
Bs What was that law? 
Ws The Potlatch laws - where anyone 
who talked about the land issue could 
be picked up and brought to the courts. 
And people were brought in for over a 
year. Those laws stayed on the books 
until 1951 and then theywere taken 
off because I guess the federal gov-

t felt that a long enough time 

about the land issue... the 
was lost and that the people then 
forget about their nation and the land 
issue. So they took that part of it offin 
1951 and then it was okay to talk 
about the land issue, to gather monies 
for hiring lawyers. Before that, tight 
from 1884 until 1951 it was against 
the law, it was in the books, it was 
against the law for the Indian people 
to hire lawyers. 
Bs From '51 until today, whose been 
on the land around Gu... the Shuswap 
Nation. Is Percy's family from that 

Ws Yeah, he's from up in the North­
ern Shuswap, I'm from the Southern. 
When we went down to Albuquerque 
together he brought out the Sundance 

.in the U.N. you have 
to have the four elements in order to 
he recognized as a nation. You have to 
have the language, the land base, the 
culture, and the religion. This defines 
who you are as a people. So, Percy 
went down with me to Albuquerque 
in '93. That's where we met the ( < 
[inaudible, he was speaking softly but 
Ididn'twsnt to interrupt]) people and 
people from Chiapas. Prior to their 
rebellion down there the las! message 
we got from them was mat, This 
might be the last time we will see you, 
maybe in this lifetime because whea 
we go home we might be walking the 
stars." This is the message they gave us. 
Bs From Chiapas? 
WsYeah. It didn'thitmclwaspuzzled 
a little bit about what he meant be­
cause he was talking very high and 
spiritual It wasn't until I got home I 
thinkitwas the 18th. It wasn't'rillgot 
home. I was sitting down still thinking 
about that and some of the people that 
we met, So I said we're going to have 
to watch that TV. I thitut something is 
gonna-break. 
Bs You just had that sense?-
Ws Yeah, so in the next couple days... 
watch, watch... and sure enough the 
rebellion happened in Chiapas. So far 
I think there's one or two that've come 
up to this area from down there... 
[More visitors were waiting so we the 
interview had to end here. * . ] . 
B: I'd like to talk to some more if I 
couiu anotner nay. 
Ws Yeah, we'll talk some more an­
other time. I hope I filled you in a little 
bit. 

His delivery was like that of a grand­
father. That is the nature of oral his­
tory, I suppose. 

The prosecution continues to push 
for a guilty verdict as Bruce Clark's 
testimony as to the issue of jurisdic­
tion concludes this week. 
. The Ts'Peten Defence Committee 

on the other hand urge you to com­
municate at the website: http:// 
k a f k a . u v i c . c a / ' - v i p i r g / S S I S / 

Ipickedup this tidbit about thecase 
from one of their press releases which 
for one reason of another seem ig­
nored by mass media: 

"Aprevious lawyer informed us that 
she has attended a social function at 
SJF.U.'s Harbour Centre which was 
alsoattendedbyMadamJusticeAbUa, 
Ujjal Dosanjh, and Justice Patrick 
Dohm. 

During this social event our former 
lawyer was told by Justice Dohm that 
she had better not come into this case 
trying to advocate the constitutional 
arguments or the Legal Aid funds will 
dry up. That is nothing less than 
judicial extortion and these statements 
are punishable under Canadian law/ 
said Splitting the Sky, "I stand libel by 
that statement and challenge Justice 
Dohm to prove otherwise." 

Trnmld thatLegalAidhasjustbeen 
cut orTto the defence. 

http://


NOTE to FILE File #: 95KL-334 

r e : GUSTAFSEN LAKE 

Sunday, August 20th. 1995 1245 hrs; I met with the Commanding Officer in Regina 

at the Airport, he reviewed the Gustafsen Lake native incident verbally with me 

indicating that the natives are still refusing to leave property, the ERT Members were 

checkino.il o MXljS^lfJ^ iWj 

i a m leader. 
7' 

Kamloops are putting together a plan to go in and get them out. ^he use of firearms 

is definitely a p o s s i b i l i t y a n d we may ^ e o our protectivetype*of devices from the 

military to ensure that otif personnel • a r e ^ n o t hu^"'"T ,he CO. c o i f f m e n t e d and I agreed 

that we need to clean them out entirely ana riot have any hanging issues similar to 

what occurred at Oka 

August 2Qth, 1995 1645 ius: I received a phone call from Willard Townsend who had 

been instructed by the CO, prior to his departure, to brief me on the Gustafsen Lake 

situation. We again reviewed the same material that f had discussed with the 

Commanding Officer and he informed me that Insp. GUY is coordinating the effort 

from Division Headquarters. 

http://checkino.il


August 22nd, 1995 2200 hrs: I received a call from the Commanding Officer who is 

on conference in Regina. We had a general discussion about the Kamloops 

operational plan. The CO has also discussed this issue with the Commissioner, who 

i&^^^^^^^^^^^^dmm^Nes m f t e q h a ^ g o i n g ; ^ | f h e . 

CO suggests getting the lawyers In Ottawa and the Attorney General Department 

lawyers and have them research how we are going to get the bison and personnel -

carriers through the province or are we going to go to the base to get them on" our. 

own. 

August 23rd. 1995 1028 hrs: Insp. Guy met with me and gave me a short briefing 

in respect to the Gustafsen Lake incident. He advised that 0800 hrs. the CO called 

and wants to-!|fi||f̂  tsisonsf 

He also wants us to keep track of all newspaper clippings that are being published on 

this affair. He a d t i s e d s t h a t the military h< 

•Mm 

advised him. Apparently the OCvKamloops. has an open line of communications to the 

urned down our request ̂ and referredito;;-

Kamloops has been called by Insp. Guy and 

natives and Wit!' rig to them today, Supt..; Olfert maybe going :.out .to that 



to the Cariboo Tribal Council today at 5:00pm and he would make a decision after 

that. I advise the D/Commr. Beaulac that Supt. Len Olfert at Kamloops would be the 

best individual to liaise with Mercredi as he has all the ground information and would 

be making a decision as to whether it would be safe to proceed with this plan of 

action/ : - ''."' r'., •.. • *; 

Aifqust.'23rd. 199'5 1155 hrs: I spoke with Supt. Len Olfert. He stated that the 

Detachment Commander at 100 Mile House had talked to the Natives at Gustafsen 

Lake on the phone'and did not get a good response.\^h^^^^isi^Sp^l^&S 
s|h_e^^e/n^r^Gener^l 7of Canada and njo^one els^. ' I advise him to call'D/Commr. 

Beaulac^and discuss with him the involvement or possible involvement of Ovide 

Mercredi. 

August 23rd^1S95J~T2T¥Tirs: Insp. Guy advised that there will be training nine of our 

peopleat Chilliwack starting tomorrow. The training would go on for two to three 

jys. It would be a very intense bare bones training to allow them to operate the 

bikon transporters. He further advised me Media Relations will collect all the 



f 

August 27th. 1995 1124 hrs: The CO continued to discuss the APC and the numbers 

of people involved. We believe that most of the people will comply when we move 

in. The peace consultation process would be exhausted when Mercredi says he 

cannot do any more. The Attorney General requests an overview time line of the 

events at the site since last June. Insp. Guy will prepare this for him. The main issue 

is can Mercredi talk them out, if not, he should leave and we will get on with our 

operational plan. 

August 27th. 1995 1200 hrs: The CO briefed D/Commr. Beaulac on the current 

status at Gustafsen Lake. The military vehicles are under the command of the CO as 

of 2000 hrs (8:00pm) the night before. This was given by Major General Addy. 

Peter Montague has to tighten up on what he says to the media, the only mandate 

that Mercredi has is to talk the natives out and surrender to us unconditionally. 

August 27th. 1995 1220 hrs: The CO put on a conference call with Supt. Olfert. 

We reviewed the meeting with the Attorney General this AM. Everyone is on side. 

The Attorney General and we would come to an agreement, when we have exhausted 

all avenues then we would go in. 

Olferts states it is very hard to seal the militants in as the 

vehicle got through today. 

August 27th. 1995 1246 hrs: The CO asked me to call Supt. Rick Preston and set 

him up to help Supt. Olfert. 
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August 27th. 1995 1250 hrs: Call placed to Insp. Earl Moulton by the CO he wanted 

to know if there is a problem with the military, the issue is, the military cannot seem 
7 — ! 

to take overt action. CO advised that the troupes and vehicles are under his control 

and if there is further difficulties to advise him and he would go back to Major General 

Addy. 

August 27th. 1995 1307 hrs: I called 1 ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ | | ^ n ^ § r ^ n d % a v e him a brief 

update on the meetings and the events so far. 

August 27th. 1995 1515 hrs: Attorney General called and advised me that BCTV has 

just reported that three officers had been shot at Gustafsen Lake. He wants 

confirmation. I advised him that I did not have my TV on, and that I would get 

confirmation from my office. 

August 27th. 1995 1520 hrs; Called Insp. Guy he advised that Emergency Health 

Services in Kamloops have reported that two members were shot and that they were 

wearing bullet proof vests. 

August 27th. 1995 1525 hrs: I called the Attorney General advised him of what Insp. 

Guy had informed me and at this time it was unknown what the condition of the 

members was. 

August 27th. 1995 1530 hrs: The CO advised of the info received from Insp. Guy. 

The CO will advise headquarters Ottawa of the sketchy information. 

August 27th. 1995 1535 n ^ ^ ^ g ^ l i e l i S P o l t e r f a d called In to Insp. Guy and 

' advised that two ERT teams were standing by while the Ministry of Forestry were 

clearing trees off the road. They were shot hitting the vest on their way out to 100 

Mile House. The PC was left at the scene. Forestry people have also vacated the 
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scene. There were rapid fire shots at the police vehicle and they were hit in the back 

of the bullet proof vest . All road blocks have been pulled out except the main one, 

on the road to 100 Mile House." There is,one check point 15 kilometres from the site, 

all the rest have been abandoned. Mercredi is telling the press that this will be a day 

of rest. Wescam has picked up the members at this end. The shooting occurred 

while the members were on their way towards the logs were on the road on the 

stand-by location." It was an "ambush; the members are alive and OK., 'They-are being 

checked out at 100 Mile House Hospital. - . ; 

August 27th. 1995 1554 hrs: The CO advised of the above, 

August 27th. 1995 1640 hrs: Arrived at the Office on re-call to deal with this crisis 

situation. 

Audus^7tl i&. 9~'9fN 65Qlh1rl§ln^he; CO&Office with^Chje^/Supt.vM.?John^ton, 4nsp^ : 

. .Di^iw^nd-myseif^The CO wants to set up on a 24 hour basis our DEOCC, asked 

that. it be activated. We will use it as our central communications point. Have 

Kamloops set up a similar facility to ensure we got smooth communication. All NOC 

inquiries would be directed to DEOCC. 

August 27th. 1995 ^703" hrs^lhsp. Earl Moulton called on conference calf with us. 

He advised that two ERT vehicles and one PSD vehicle were in with the Forestry crew 

who were clearing the logs off the road that were cut earlier by the natives. 

Members were acting as cover. They saw a white dog in the bush which they 

recognized as being seen in the native camp and ran back to their vehicles. This 

location was about 6 kilometres from"the'encampment. We.received fire, possibly 

semi-automatic, fronvthe campsite of the road. The rear vehicle of. the ERT group 

returned ihe fire,, there .were more semi-automatic fire, and bullets when through t h e 

back-of the suburban and lodged In' the dash, ft was^ecQyered'ancl. it. appears to be 
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7.62 millimetre full metal Jacket.- Which is a concern with the APBs as it, according 

to Earl Moulton's information, it would go right through them. Moulton feels it is no 

longer a police process, and we must do something to stop this type of ammo. He 

is not of the opinion wj|i!lr^^ 
too dangerous.' T T ^ l ^ ^ there is still 25.. 

to 30 people in the camp. Right now there are 12 ERT people out on the roads. 

Vancouver team will relieve them in a short while. The CO feels we should look at 

mobilizing all our ERT members. We have tentative identification of approximately 15 

persons in the camp, some are from Chase, several are Mohawks, estimate of 7 or 

8 of them, some are local people who are hanging on at the camp for whatever 

purpose. Earl Moulton has been talking to the Force psychologist, Mike Webster, 

about these people. Webster has'worked with the FBI on their major cases such as 

CO feels we should move the APCs into position. The CO wants traditional 

roadblocks set-up to control the access. The CO advised Earl to get his people to a 

safe position and Earl is assessing a safe retrieval of the abandoned PC. We need the 

second Wescam from Ottawa to assist with observation. A mobile command centre 

will be established near 100 Mile House. Camp participants are concentrated in the 

camp and there are a few scattered throughout the bushes which is hard to pin them 

down. Earl Moulton will attempt to seal off as much as the camp as possible. His 

contact number 

August 27th. 1995 1728 hrs: Cojr|Ti1ssiQrief ̂ u l r ^ ^ i ^ ^ e ^ C Q f He is checking 

on the members who have been shot at. They have been checked at 100 Mile House 

Hospital and they are OK. The CO gave an overview of the current situation. 

Members c a^^^^^^^^^^^^^S% s ^ l d e n c e of them full metal jacket ammo. 

•?The Commissioner will.get the;second Wescam.on'itsrway out here. 



August 30th. 1995 1920 hrs: Called S/Sgt. Wayne Jeffreys. He advised that Stuart 

and Frances Dick are in 100 Mile House detachment. He does not have any further 

information and will check with Kamloops. 

August 30th. 1995 1923 hrs: Called C/Supt. Johnston. He has briefed Stephen 

Owen on the two people who walked out. 

August 30th. 1 9 9 5 1930 

' August 31st. 1995 0730hrs: C/Supt. Johnston advised that Bruce Clark is losing 

patience with us and has walked out to the roadblock and demanded access to the 

camp. Members at 100 Mile House feel he is suffering from sleep deprivation and 

they will try and talk him into taking it easy and get some rest and then discuss his 

visit to the camp. 

August 31st. 1995 O830hrs: C/Supt. Johnston advises Bruce Clark has stated he is 

going back to Ottawa. Supt. Len Olfert will be talking to the elders today. 

August 31st. 1995 0840hrs: The CO advised that he spoke to Major General Add'sp-

who told him the ChHIiwack Times is going to run an article about the APC's we have 

staged at Kamloops. Major General Addie has instructed the Acting Base Commander 

at Chilliwack to approach the editor of the Times and have him kill the story as it 

would put lives in jeopardy. The CO wants this logged • in DEOC. The Supt. 

contacted as well as'Supt. Olfert was advised. ' 
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September 1st. 1995 0900hrs: Meeting in the CO's office where we discussed 

resourcing of ERT at Gustafsen Lake. Prince George is using municipal members on 

ERT which depletes the municipal complement. CO requests that a discussion be had 

with C/Supt. Don Belke about the bill-out provincial costs on this for transfer to the 

municipality. CO feels that it would be appropriate for Murray Johnston and I to visit 

the members next week to see how they are doing. The CO also feels that Bruce 

Clark double crossed us and we should have nothing further to do with him. 

September 1st. 1995 0949hrs: Supt. Len Olfert called while our meeting was in 

^ progress. Clark has done damage in Olfert's view. He has asked negotiators to come 

Oy up with a plan. He is working on a profile of Wolverine (Ignace). The family had 

*f contact with Rosette and he had a definite emotiorfafjmpact.on him. Olfert will not 

let Clark back into the camp again. The biggest he is having is command structure 

| and he hopes to resolve it soon, between HQ, Kamloops and 100 Mile House. He 

wants to move in a bigger mobile command post. He will look at Burnaby mobile 

| command post for that purpose. Olfert is looking at their planning and the media 

strategy. Have to give us a better profile on this, Clark took a tobacco gift into the 

camp yesterday when he went in to visit the occupants. He is considering getting 

the Adams Lake band as that is where Wolverine is from. There may be about six 

occupants in the camp who handle the guns. There is no indication there are any 

hostages in the camp at this time. It appears that Ovide Mercredi is gone from 100 

Mile House. Olfert has heard that there are military people in 100 Mile House who 

. are looking at taking over this incident. We may eventually use the APC's for patrols 

but this would aggravate the situation and be very controversial across the country. 

We cannot rush in, we have to continue to negotiate and go slowly. We have to. 

| pressure the Shuswap elders to work at resolving this. 

V ' . September '1st.1995-1135hrs: D/Cornr̂ pl̂ SiSuSfe had talked to the. CO and 

was updated by him.' He advised he had received a call from D/Commr. Jerry Boose 

--. - ' 39 .. - V = 



September 13. 1995 1510hrs: Called Stephen Owen and advised him of one more 

native walking out and the elder doing the CBC broadcast. 

September 13. 1995 1522hrs: CO's office for a meeting with Murray and I. Supt. 

Olfert feels current situation is beyond a police role and JTF2 should be called in. 

Members are getting very tired and discouraged. ERT is not trained for this type of 

operation. They can hold this position but can't last for too long. The CO states that 

if we can get a Chief of our choice and guarantee them safety, the natives in the 

camp will come out. There is a lot of stress and fatigue working on our people. The 

CO directed that we pull some of our ERT back from some of the points to give our 

people relief. Put them into a holding pattern for a while. We have to review our 

strategy. If we need more teams to replace the tired members, we may have to 

borrow. Supt. Bill Sweeney from "G" and Supt. Cal Legasik, "F" Division. Make sure 

Montague does not make any mention of a pull back in his press releases. Contact 
— i — - — — • _ — — . _ _ _ — . • — 

"D" Division and alert them. The CO feels we should call all the Divisions, through 

Frank Palmer and have him alert the other Division ERT teams. Ask for Legasik to 

replace one of our officers. Also, get Sweeney from "G". Talk to military about 

getting a representative from JTF2. 

September 13. 1995 1640hrs: CO called Supt. Olfert and asked for an update. The 

Chief has gone on CBC Radio and broadcast a message that the camp people could 

come out safely. The natives then held a press conference at 1530hrs that was very 

positive. The sundancer who is assisting has gone in with 3 vans to talk to the 

renegades in the camp. Discussed the resourcing issue at 100 Mile House. The CO 

directed Olfert to withdraw the teams to a safe position. Olfert states they are out 

to a position that ERT can control. Olfert doesn't want to pull out too far as it will 

open their supply lines. "F" Division ERT team is in 100 Mile House and is being 

briefed. Supt. Hall advised the surveillance plane indicates all the camp occupants 

are gathered in the area of the vans. Some are running around and may be disposing 
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OPERATIONAL PLAN - GUSTAFSON LAKE FILE 95KL-334 3 

DELEGATION O F AUTHORITY; 

Kamloops Sub/Division having geographical responsibility for policing the GUSTAFSON 
LAKE/100 MILE HOUSE area becomes the organizational entity to provide police services to 
deal with this situation. 

All police operations will come under the direction of the Officer Commanding Kamloops 
Sub/Division Supt. L. OLFERT who will participate in the execution of this plan. His 
delegation of responsibilities is as follows: 

Ops. Commander S/Sgt. Ken PORTER 
Site Commander S/Sgt. Brian TURNER 
ERT Operations ' Sgt. Vera BRAVENER 

The NCO i/c 100 Mile House Detachment remains responsible for the delivery of police services 
within the Detachment area and as such is responsible for the investigation of criminal offence^ 
pursuant to this situation. 

S I T U A T I O N ; 

There -is a small group of natives occupying approximately one quarter square mile of private 
land situated roughly 45 minutes by gravel road southwest of One Hundred Mile House B.C. 
The property District Lot 114 Lillooet Land District is clearly private land deeded to the James 
Cattle Company owned and operated by Lyle JAMES and his family. There has been disruption 
to the operation of the ranch in that the natives have erected fences around the site, prohibited 
access by ranch staff and have disrupted the free movement of some of the ranch cattle in the 
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area. The site is not on or near any main roads to or from anywhere. Fishermen and campers 
who use the area for recreational purposes with JAMES' tacit concurrence have not been denied 
access to the Lake. According to the group occupying the site, and the small group of vocal 
supporters across the country, the area does not belong to JAMES and forms part of "Sacred 
Aboriginal Ground". 

At present the group is believed to consist o ^ g ^ o j ^ B l ^ ^ ^ n . women and children who 
remained behind after the actual Sundance Ceremony which was held from early to mid July, 
plus an additional group of 10-20 supporters including some non-natives who arrived within the 
last few days for an estimated total of 30-40. There is some question as to the exact number 
present as some of them disappear into the woods when members attend the site and others are 
coming and going continuously. The group remaining are adamant they will "Hold the Sacred 
Land". The main players include Percy ROSETTE of Alkali Lake, the organizer and long term 
"squatter" John DOXTATOR (alias: Splitting the Sky) who has acted as spokesperson and 
security officer, and an unidentified militant native known only as "Raven". DOXTATOR is 
believed to be John HILL FBI #259784H a l W t g ^ | ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f f l | 
across Canada recruiting and encouraging the reactivation and expansion of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM). He recently c o m p l e t e d ^ ^ ^ $ f f l ^ f f l ^ f e ^ t e ^ ® f f i 8 ^ ' . All others 
observed on the site with the exception of a few local natives, remain unidentified as they wear 
masks and camouflage clothing. Efforts are ongoing to identify more of the group. The group 
is receiving advice from Bruce CLARK, an Ontario lawyer who represented members of the 
LJL'WAT PEOPLES MOVEMENT arrested in connection with u ^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K j R E 
CREEK BLOCKADES a number of years ago. -The group has little or no support 'from natives 
In the aresu The Cariboo Tribal Council which represent the bands upon.who's traditional 
territories the site lies, has publicly denounced the group and their occupation otfMs site. 
Likewise, the Traditional Sundance Society claim this group are not bona fide"^iundanceri. 
Efforts by local detachment members, JAMES and his staff, and local native leaders, to have 
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this group move peaceably, have been unsuccessful. There have been several shooting incidents 
in the One Hundred Mile House/Williams Lake area over the past few weekssa£SMi&SB& 

the site were arrested August 11th 1995 by Federal Fisheries Officers fishing illegally in the 
Fraser River near Williams Lake. They had in their possession an AK-47 assault rifle and a 
loaded 9MM semi-automatic pistol. The assault rifle was accompanied by three loaded 30 round 
clips. In addition a number of martial arts weapons and a piano wire garrot were seized. A 
total of eleven weapons related charges have been laid. Rumours of the presence of these 
weapons have persisted throughout other actions in this Sub/Division such as the Blockades at 
Merritt and Adams Lake. A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | a H M a ® M a ^ ^ t e l J © J ® ^ ^ I W ^ T O W 

^ ^ P | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ s ^ ^ ^ s i k e ^ i t £ ? Preliminary planning included reconnaissance 
patrols by E.R. Team members in an attempt to determine a threat level. During one of these 
patrols in the early morning hours of August 18th, c^^^^av^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

igttt3£ Within seconds of this encounter the native fired at one of our members with the bullet 
narrowly missing him. The native fled the scene. T f e S I M M ^ r a ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ S I ^ ^ W 

Iflsl^Se^^^ngn^ On August 19th, CBC Television aired a video of the site in which a spoke 
person known as "Splitting the Sky" believed to be HILLS, states any attempt by the RCMP to 
arrest anyone on the site or remove anyone from the site will be interpreted as an act of war. 
In addition, the video shows armed natives dressed in camouflage clothing some of which are 
carrying assault weapons. As well, the video features "Splitting the Sky" instructing unidentified 
natives in commando warfare. ; ' 

conference featuring speakers from DFO, RCMP, 
Cariboo Tribal Council and Lyle JAMES himself; .The objective-of this conference:.was' two 
fold. Firstly, to warn the public of the presence; of,this radical-'gfopp and their weaponk and 
secondly, 



OPERATIONAL PLAN - GUSTAFSON LAKE FILE 95KL-334 

PROTECTED " B " 

6 

SJffiATEfiX 

Clearly, there are serious Criminal Code weapons offenses ongoing at the site. As well, those 
on the property are constructively breaching Section 430(l)(c) of the Criminal Code, ffl 

Jited and dangerous weapons. At present, the RCMP 
docs not^have the resources to safely enter Che area and enforce the law. To facilitate execution 

f B 3 S S B ^ ^ S ^ 3 f f l 3 S U S ^ ^ f ^ This will be followed by the arrest of all persons on the site 
including those attempting to leave. The next phase involves implementation of EDU to deal 
with explosives and booby-traps believed to be on the site. This will be followed by a full 
search of the sî ĝBiâ B̂ î hĉBû tnt. Once the area has been fully searched and video 
taped, evidence seized, and prisoners secured, we will maintain site security pending dismantling 
of the structures and other impediments to lawful use of the land. In response to a request from 
the Cariboo Tribal Council, Native Chiefs will be invited to first remove any items considered 
by them to be of significance, prior to turning the property back to Lyle JAMES for total 
destruction of everything illegally constructed. Follow-up investigation with respect to offenses 
in connection with this operation will be the responsibility of 100 Mile House Detachment. The 
exception being the shooting incident involving our Emergency Response Team, August 18th, 
which will be investigated by Kamloops Sub/Division G.I.S. as an Attempt Murder and any 
shooting incidents coincidental to the execution of this Plan which will also be investigated by 
Sub/Division G.I.S. 
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Video down load from West Cam 
. secure phone 

- / ' EHS radio ^ 'cJk<* 
• Vehicle repeaters deployed as directed by Radio Techs. 

...Special "I", Aircraft, EDU and Ident to communicate directly with Command Centre. 

. All other police vehicles operate on assigned channel. 

ERT members equipped as per ERT Commander's instruction. 

All other members in full working uniform minus head gear, including vest and gloves. 
Equipped with disposable handcuffs. 
Photography 

- Ident members equipped to video and still photograph 
- Operation to be taped via West Cam surveillance aircraft 
Exhibit person equipped as required. 

Special T and EDU equipped as required. 

CjnATUKiT-^LnM LL-iftfr • TPS < £ . 22 e¥TH 
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All expenses for this project are chargeable to 100 Mile House Rural Detachment 
Collator E2196. Form 1393 and 1112 must contain the notation "Gustafson Lake" with 
a copy provided to NCO i/c 100 Mile House Detachment. 

BRJEFTO? 

All personnel involved in this operation are to report to Kamloops Sub/Division at 1200 
hours August 24th 1995 for briefing. It is requested that where ever possible members 
travel-by unmarked police vehicle to the briefing.. 

'TELEPHONE DIRECTORY - . 
Appendix " C attached (forthcoming) 

MILITARYmmmc^ : 

«, : Four (4) BISON APCs C/W driver and driver supervisor. 
appropriate transportation for BISON to and from field muster point. 
EDU Team / 
BISON familiarization training for ERT and PSD members, 
temporary overnight accommodation RMR barracks for approximately thirty (30) 
ERT/PSD personnel 
Field mobile kitchen to provide one mid day meal for approximately fifty (50) RCMP 
personnel at field muster point. 
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The execution of 

monitorial ground activity during the ground assault. The Command Post for over-all command 
will be situated at 100 Mile House Detachment and manned by SUPT. OLFERT and personnel. 
Ops. Commander ERT will be on site in Air 4 to command all ground forces. If dale of ground 
assault is 0700 hr. 95.08.25 (Friday) all ERT personnel and support personnel will be 
sequestered in the RMR Armoury no later than noon Thursday 95.08.24. This will facilitate 
briefing and training as well as enhance the security of the Operation. 
95 August 24 -1200 hr?, 

All personnel in RMR Armoury full briefing and training period. 

95 August 24 . 2300 hrs. 
Final briefing and updating gear up. Equipment check. 

95 August 25 • 0200 hrs. 

Depart RMR Armoury for 100 Mile House staging area via Team Suburbans 
Staging area is large gravel pit approximately 15 kilometres from site. 

95 August 25 - 0600 hrs. 
Arrive 100 Mile House staging area. 

95 August 25 • 0630 hrs. 
Board (APQ BISON 
Depart for ground assault jump off point. 

0700 h r s , 

West Cam already on scene video taping. 
Air 4 and Ops commander already in the air with FLIR operating. 

IT "J c-iA<vs.*-fsr-_i.r»%J l u t c t b <-e -7-7 c*tm 
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CHROIJND ASSAULT PLAN 

ERT will be utilizing four (4) Military "BISON* armoured personnel carriers. They will 
be operated by a military driver who will be assisted by a Military Crew Commander. • 
These Military personnel will be confined to the BISON'S for the duration of the 
operation. 

Due to a large area, containment will be difficult and not guaranteed. The dynamic use 
of APC's will reduce risk and enhance member's safety. 

Each of the four (4) BISONS will carry eight (8) ERT personnel 8one PSD and handler 
totalling nine (9) persons. Each BISON will have a POLICE sign on each side and the 
front. As well each BISON will have a corresponding number on the top of the BISON 
to assist the Air borne ERT Ops Commander in identification of land units. 

The four (4) BISONS and ERT personnel will depart from the staging area and proceed 
aboard the BISONS down the #1000 Road to the right hand turn into the encampment. 
From this point the four BISONS will proceed at maximum speed into the encampment. 
BISON #1 will proceed past the gate (which is on the east side of the encampment) and 
proceed directly to the already identified sniper position on the rock out cropping 
approximately 600 yards N/E from the encampment. The BISON will drive directly to 
the sniper position and five (5) ERT personnel and one (1) PSD and handler will exit the 

..; BISON and secure this position which has a commanding view of the ©pen 'terrain to the 
S/W which is the encampment - At the same time BISON #2 and #3 will proceed to the -
encampment. One from the east side and one from the west side. ..Upon entry to 

-> prdperty:

;following statement will be.issued from the APC's.•: "This Is the Polio©/ Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. We are tee to execute a Search War^ 
the Criminal Code of Canada". Separate instructions will be issued regarding the 

- vwB.»jv-_jj-tt4 S.WTC: TPS C« . W AHH 
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lowering of weapons and arrest procedures. All personnel will remain in the BISONS 
until BISON #1 has secured the sniper position. BISON #1 will traverse the high ground 
south from the sniper position to prevent any offensive fire from the tree line to the east 
of the encampment. Once the sniper position is secure BISON #2 and #3 will secure the , 
encampment and deal with passive and violent resistance. All prisoners will be secured. 
All structures will be entered and searched. Once the immediate area is secure then 
BISON #2 will transport the prisoners to the 1000 Rd and turn them over to the arrest 
teams. All evidence will be secured for the investigation team. BISON #4 will be left 
available to respond to any request for assistance from the other BISONS or the ground 
team. 

Once the warrant has been executed and all prisoners and evidence secured then the ERT 
compliment will standby while the remaining structures are bulldozed by Ranch Owner 
Lyle JAMES. Upon completion the BISONS and ERT will return to the staging area. 

It has been requested that Special "I" eliminate the auto-tel and hand held radio 
capabilities, to facilitate as much surprise as possible. 

With the event of armed natives being observed, they will each be dealt with as 
expediently as possible. Each encounter will be done by the BISON. If an armed native 
was to run into the bush thusly posing a physical threat BISON #4 will be tasked with 
pursuing and arresting same. The confrontation will be done.by the PSD carried within 
each BISONS It is anticipated that with some degree of surprise most of the inhabitants 
will be encountered and surrounded at the'encampment . : 

Stealth 'approach is not being.considered atthisrtlme. dueto previous encounter and risk 
of a compromise! prior to Warrant e x e c u t i o n . y • . 
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MEMORANDUM NOTE DE SERVICE 

o b j e t C T G u s t a f s e n Lake Operation 
Videotaping Bv D iv is ion Training S e c t i o n 

J 
1 

J 

SECURITY - CLASSIFICATION - DE SECURITE 

Protected "A is 

OUR FILE - N/REFERENCE 

YOUR FILE - V/REFERENCE 

DATE 

1997.02.02 

Reference your E-mai l message o f 97-01-23 asking fo r an explanat ion o f the v ideotaping o f the 
Gustafsen L a k e cr iminal 

Please find attached correspondence from Insp. EDWARDS dated 97-01-28 explaining the 
rationale for the taping of the Gustafsen L a k e operat ion. At the time of the taping no one thought 
about the ramif icat ions relating to disclosure that the video tapes would have, but concentrated on 
the value to fixture Operations Commander training. It must be pointed out that in 50 hours o f 
video taping of the highly charged and very stressful Gustafsen Lake investigation, Defense 
Counsel has only identified three incidents that have become embarrassing to the Force. These 
incidents are truly unfortunate, but when members work extensive hours under very stressful 
conditions comments like those made become a fact of life. N o one, much less the members 
involved, likes what has happened as a result of the statements becoming public. However, this 
incident has become a learning experience and we will have to move forward and ensure that it 
does not happen again. 

If you require any further information, please feel free to contact me. 

( M . J. J O H N S T O N ) A/Commr. 
OIC Operatic 
"E" Division 

7 7540-21-798-8998 

**ypwpft . 18.. 

E EDP 9E 
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'August 25, 1995 

The Honourable Ujjjal Dosanjh, 
Attorney GsnersJ, 
Province of British Columbia, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Victoria, British Columbia. . 
VSV1X4. 

««SECUREfiur; 

• Y A R N I N G - THIS DOCUMENT REQS HRES SPECIAL 
H A N D L I N G . IT HAS BEEN PROCESSED BY A SECURE 
:OMML/KICATJONS SYSTEM .AND CONTAINS SENSITIVE 

INFORMATION WI J'-CH MUST BE SaPCGUARDED. YOUR 
T E L E T H O N S IS N O T SECURHi, do'nOV discuss THE 

Dear Minister, 

This win acknowledge your correspondence dated August 25, 1995. 

I am confirrning in writing, the following: 

" Given the present dreumstaneesj the RCMP cannot fulfill its policing responsibilities in a safe 
manner and protect the security of the public regarding the activities of the group of individuals at 
Gustafsen Lake without the requested armoured personnel carriers; 

The RCMP are confident this group of individuals is in possession of various weapons and 
equipment including AK-47a, based upon various sources including video taped evidence of persons 
inside the compound possessing these weapons; . 

Upon a direct h i t , the A K - 4 7 weapon has the necessary firepower to penetrate a normal 
personnel carrier at ten meters potentially killing the occupants; 

The armoured personnel carriers are not equipped with weapons, will be clearly marked as 
police vehicles, and will be used to provide safe and protective transport for RCMP investigators; 

- The RCMP are not requesting military personnel to possess weapons as their functions will 
be restricted to operation of the four Bisons as transport vehicles, and as members of The Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Team who may be required to deal with any unusual military explosives or devices 
encountered; -

The request for food rations for one hundred for one day reflects the length of time RCMP 
and military personnel may be required given the isolated location and complexity of this operation; 

The RCME will continue to maintain all reasonable efforts to resolve this matter without the 
use ©f force and, in conducting this operation, will use the minimum force required to conclude the 
criminal investigation and apprehension of any suspects. 

Canada! 
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SeCWSZFASMB 
I trust this will assist you in finalizing your decision in this matter. 

Yours truly* **/s&3 

ity Commissioner, 
Division. 

ff a SECUBEFAX ty-

' E ' D i v i s i on Headquarters, 
657 West 37th Avenue, 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 
V5Z 1K6. 

EARNING - THIS DOCUMENT REQUIRES SPECIAL 
H a n d l i n g, it has been procgssrd by a secure 
Communications system and contains sensitive 
information which must bs safeguarded. y o u r 
TELEPHONE IS NOT SECURE. D O NO'* usscuss THE 
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A u g u s t : 2 5 , . 1 9 9 5 

Deputy Commissioner J. D. Farrell 
Commanding Officer 
"E* Division Headquarters 
Royal Canadian. Mounted Police 
657 West 37th Avenue 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
V5Z I K6 

Dear Deputy Commissioner Farrell: 

I am writing in response to your letter of August 24, 1 9 9 5 , 
wherein you ask me to request the a i d of the Canadian Forces 
to provide the RCMP with specialized equipment and services . 
with which to carry out your policing duty related to the 
activities of the individuals at G u s t a f s e n Lake. In 
considering your request, I wish to confirm the f o l l o w i n g 
additional information provided to the Ministry .o f A t t o r n e y 
General by you and your officials yesterday and t o d a y : 

Given the present circumstances, the RCMP cannot fulfill 
its policing responsibilities in a safe manner and 
protect the security of the public regarding the 
activities of the group of individuals at Gustafsen Lake 
without the requested armoured personnel carriers,-

The RCMP are c o n f i d e n t this group of individuals i s in 
possession of various weapons and e q u i p m e n t including 
AK-47s, based upon various s o u r c e s including video taped 
evidence of persons inside the c o m p o u n d possessing these 
weapons; 

Upon a direct hit, the AK -47 weapon has the necessary 
firepower to penetrate•a normal personnel carrier at ten 
meters potentially killing the occupants; 

The armoured personnel carriers are not equipped with 
weapons, will b e clearly marked a s police vehicles, and 
will be used solely to provide s a f e and protective 
transport for RCMP investigators; 

The RCMP are not requesting military personnel to -
possess weapons a s their functions w i l l be restricted to 
operation o f the four B i s o n s as transport vehicles, and 
as m e m b e r s of The Explosive Ordnance Disposal T e a m who 

Province of Attorney General Parliament Buildings 
British Columbia • Victoria, British Columbia 

vav iX4 



may be required to deal with any unusual military 
explosives or devices encountered; 

The request for food rations for one hundred for one day 
reflects the length of time RCM? and military personnel•• 
may be required given the isolated location and 
complexity of this operation; 

The RCMP will continue to maintain a l l reasonable 
efforts to resolve this matter without the use of force 
and, in conducting this operation, will use the minimum 
force required to conclude the criminal investigation 
and apprehension of any suspects. 

Prior to finalizing my decision in this matter, T am 
requesting the courtesy of your confirmation in writing that 
the above noted circumstances are accurate and form part of 
the basis for the RCMP request as set out in your letter of 
August 24, 1995. 

Thank you for your consideration in this regard. 

Yours sincerely. 

Ujjal Dosanjh 
Attorney General 



August 25, 1995 

The Honourable Herb Gray, P.C., Q.C., M.P. 
Solicitor General of Canada 
340 Laurier Avenue West 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0?8 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to request your assistance in obtaining the 
support of the Department of National Defence to provide 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 3ritish Columbia with 
the following equipment and services as technical support 
to a criminal investigation into the activities of 
individuals at Gustafsen Lake: 

1. Four (4) Bison Wheeled Armoured Personnel Carriers, 
complete with military driver and crew commanders'; 

2 . One (15 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team; 

3. 100 allotments of 1 day food rations. 

For the reasons set cut in the attached correspondence, 
•the RCMP are of the view that the equipment and services 
are required in order to safely conduct this criminal 
investigation which will remain under the direction of the 
RCMP. . • 
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Thank you for your consideration of this request on an 
expedited basis. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ujjal Dosanjh 
Attorney General 

Attachments: 

1. Letter of August 24, 1S95 from Deputy Commissioner 
Farrell to Attorney General Dosanjh 

2. Letter of August 25, 1995 from Attorney General 
Dosanjh to Deputy Commissioner Farrell 

3. Letter of August 25, 1995 from Deputy Commissioner 
Farrell to Attorney General Dosanjh, 
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AUG 2 7 1995 

The Honourable Ujjal Dosanjh 
Attorney General 
Province of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B.C. 
VSV 1X4 

Dear Mr. Dosanjh: 

Thank you for your letter of August 25. 1995, requesting my assistance in 
obtaining the support of the Depan nent of N ational Defence (DND) to 
provide the Royal Canadian Moun; x! Police (RCMP) in British Columbia 
with the equipment and services, c ascribed i i your correspondence, as 
technical support to a criminal inve -ligation into the activities of persons at 
Gustafsen Lake. 

I have discussed the matter with tr, j Minister of National Defence, the 
Hon. David Collennette, who has s Jvised that DND will provide the 
resources that you have requester 

Yours sincerely. 

The Hon. Herb Gray, M.P. 
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9SE-6812 

September 12, 1995 

The Honourable Ufjal Dosanjh 
Attorney General 
Province of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B .C. 
V 8 V 1X4 

h a S E m ^ ™ 1 5 5 o o c u ^ t r e q u i r e s s p e c i a l 
H A N D L I N G . ; i • j . • «. H . < ^ . - r ^ ? D BY a S P e u s c 

^ ™ 9 ^ i S - - C U K E . C ^ N O T o ' j S C u S S S 
S T E N T S OF THIS DOCUMENT OVER THE TELEPHONE 

OTECT D a 
Dear Mr. Dosanjh: 

GUST LAKE 

This correspondence is supplementary to that provided you on August 24 , 1995. 

The situation at Gustafsen La te is critical and has deteriorated to the point where further 
military resources are required for the purposes of providing safety and protection for our 
police personnel, who are carrying out their dudes in accordance with our original 
Operational Plan. 

On our behalf, it is necessary that you requisition the following additional equipment and 
services from the Canadian Forces: 

Five (5) Bison Wheeled Armored Personnel Carriers, complete with Military 
driver and crew commanders. 

It must be reiterated that these resources are in addition to the items that the Canadian 
Forces are currently supplying. We ask that they continue to fupply items they are making 
available to us now. 

. . . n 

CanadS 
» PG-L-OP 
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Protected * B " 

Your urgent attention and consideration « required. Once approved, would y t s a kindly 
provide me with written confirmation &t "your earliest convenience. 

Yours truly, 

J. D, F#*ff,' pejfuty Commissioner 
•jg/Hfteer 

*E- DivisBr 

657 West 37th Avenue 
Vancouver, B.C. V52 1K6* H a S t ^ S A ™ 1 5 d o c u m e n t r e q u i r e s s p e c i a l 

OC£SS£b BY A SECURE 
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The Honourable Herbert Gray. P.C., Q.C., M.P. 
Solicitor General of Canada 
340 Lsuriar Avar.ue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OPS 

Dear Minister: 
Following consultation with the Commanding Officer of "B" 
Division regarding requirements for ending the unlawful 
activities at Gustafson Lake/ I hereby request the follawin: 
additional resources from the Canadian Anaed Forces, to bs 
assigned immediately to the Provincial Police Servicas 

- Five Canadian Forces armoured personnel carriers with 
military drivers and commander. 

It ±z ray understanding that the ComHianding Otficar of " S : l 

Division has consulted with the Commissioner of tho RCMP in 
Ottawa regarding the need for and availability of thase 
roecurco^, I r e c a s t your cooperation in. expediting the-
federal approval process and deployment of the resourcas, 

Yours sincerely, 

Ujjal Dosanjh 
Attorney Gansrsl 

cc% Commissioner P. Murray 
.Paputy Conuniesionar J.D. Farrell 

Province of 
British Colurnbi. 

Attorney Genera! Pariismsnt Buildings 
Victoria, British Columbia 
V8V !X4 

8 
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Solicitor General 
of Canada 
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du Canada 
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]012 
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The Honourable Ujjal Dosanjh 
Attorney General 
Provincs of British CoSumbsa 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8V1X4 

Dear Mr. Dosanjh: 

I am writing with reference to your letter of September 12 ,1995 
requesting my assistance In obtaining the support of the Department of 
National Defence to provide the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 
British Columbia with five Canadian Forces armoured personnel carriers with 
military drivers and commander as technical support to a criminal investigation 
at Gustafsen Lake. 

The Minister of National Defence, the Honourable David Colienette, has 
advised me that he will provide the technical support that you have requested. 

LAL Cr: 

! SEP ^35 

iwa, Canada K1A 0P8 



E . R . T . O P E R A T I O N A L PLAN 
1 0 0 0 ROAD SOOTH .OF EJfCAMPMEMT 

EESanRgJES REQUIRED; 

-HQ ERT ENTIRE TEAM (11 MEMBERS) 
-TWO PDS MEMBERS 
-ONE SPECIAL "I" MEMBER 
-AIR SERVICES HELICOPTERS (AIR 1 AND AIR 4) 

PETAILS QF PLAN; 

^^B5^Xf9'Q0^^Q: Emergency Response Team will establish a base 
at thd%irea , rof €he 1020 checkpoint. From this base Airl and Air4 
will insert all ERT and support personnel to the area of 1039 
south of the Gustafson Lake encampment. Once inserted and 
established ERT will identify the appropriate location to drop 
several large trees across the 1000 Road. Trees will be dropped 
with chainsaw. 

When the barricade has been established Special "I" member 
will then set up a perimeter security alarm on the encampment 
side of the barricade. These alarms can be monitored from the 
mobile command post and possibly the permanent command post in 
100 Mile House. **T/L must record/map placement of any 
sensor/early-warning devices for information of other teams and 
assurance of subsequent retrieval. ** 

Communications and aerial observation support will be 
provided by WESCAM during the entire operation. 

If time allows, ERT will conduct a recce of this area and 
attempt to establish a basecamp in the area of this barricade for 
future use. -

It is proposed that ERT will hike south from this barricade 
and be extracted, again by helicopter, from an area that cannot 
be observed by members of the encampment. ' . 

PJBJECTJCgEx Insert ERT.and support personnel by helicopter to 
block^ 1000 *da*d, located south of the encampment, 
t*6^ensure 'this road is impassable by subj ects 
inside the camp. 

Prepared by: Recommended: 

{K.J. MANN) CST 
T/L HQ ERT 

•Sgt. K.C. GATES 
"E" Div. ERT Superv. 

Insp. P.L EDWARDS 
OIC/ERT 100 Mile Hse 
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Please ensure that Major General C. Addy is informed immediately on the arrival o f this 
document. It is for his personal attention. The attached appendix to our original operational plan is 
predicated on the basis that negotiations are ongoing in an effort to peacefully resolve this situation. It 
is absolutely critical that we gather additional investigative intelligence and that we have the flexibility 
to use the currently assigned military vehicles for which the Royal Canadian Mounted Police accepts ' 
full responsibility. In order to successfully fufill our mandate, the safe transportation of police 
resources is of paramount importance. This amendment will allow for a protected and immediate 
response to situations necessitating an emergent insertion or extraction of police resources shoud status 
deteriorate during or after negotiations. 

J . DTFarteJiTDeput^ 
Commanding) Officer 
"E" Division 

ommissioner 
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A P P E N D I X B" TO OPERATIONAL PLAN 

This appendix d s submitted as the proposed Long-Term' Operational 
Plan^«>r~'E ;R*rT. It is a calculated'approach designed to 
gradually escalate pressure on the armed and barricaded persons 
presently dug in at Gustafsen Lake. This plan is designed to 
make the continuing occupation of Gustafsen Lake more difficult 
by severing supply lines and ensuring supporters do not 
infiltrate. This plan is a complement to the ongoing negotiating 
process which is designed to produce a viable surrender option. 
Both tactical and negotiating'strategies must proceed in concert. 

The shooting incidents of 35-08-27^"^^Sljjffi^Lof
 E R T members 

cannot b e ^ ^ n ^ ^ ^ ^ d i u e ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ i t o f t n e aircraft, dictate 
that member safety be a paramount planning concern. . The 
extrication of thje^JLLcJLCiria and Prince George ERT te< 
Of 

Command Structure 

Due .£.o the increase in threat levels and complexity, t&e'„:Qcncr.and> 
stj^£ure"-ribfr*in?j^ iri Appendix* 
,_MA«' "which w4s;;pri;:95.-08'--25. ' " 

Overall Incident Commander - Supt. Len OLFERT 
ERT Operations Commander - Supt. Ric HALL 
Assistant Operations Commanders - Insp. Roger KEMBEL' 

- Insp. Earl MOULTON 
- Insp. Perry EDWARDS 

ERT Personnel 

Sgt. Ken GATES - Operational planning and support 
Sgt. Vern b r a v e n e r " «» «> 

Kamloops S/Div. ERT 
Kelowna S/Div ERT 
Vancouver HQ ERT K „ , , . . 3D& 
Chilliwack S/Div ERT u D l v - H-V- * _ 
Prince George S/Div ERT . 
Victoria S/Div ERT v i a SECUREFAX 
Courtenay S/Div ERT P- ^ 
Surrey Det. ERT • — pcgrv 
Nelson S/Div ERT 
North Vancouver ERT 
•Prince Rupert S/Div ERT 

Efforts are continuing to secure the services of Coquitlam Det 
and Burnaby Det. ERTs. . . 



Each of the foregoing actions are non-
f , a • ay/^iV^ifoff^to^^cfi^jgjDnfrontation 

_ _ ic tid$3||^^^ ; 
the' conoulting "psychologist being used by the negotiation team, 
who,advises that each-of the foregoing will be beneficial to the 
negotiations as means of reinforcing the existence of an 
effective perimeter. 

Following v£he m, above ..actions, a number of j E u r t h e r ^ p r c f T active -J 
% e g i s j H ? I ^ ^ The decision to 
"€alc'e^ny^or all of these actions will*'bla?^ottfcingent upon the RCMP 
management group assessing the viability of negotiation 
strategies and the impact on existing, and probable, related 
activities across Canada. Such actions are expected to include: 

Stealth insertion of ERT personnel with the object of 
neutralizing the encampment's ability to 

tralizing the encampment 

Establishing ^ammp^^39^mSS33:e and distraction devices 
to increase the security of checkpoint personnel. 

Stealth insertion of ERT personnel to the ROSETTE 
leasehold property south of Gustafsen Lake to take out the j & s / 
encampment's ability to utilize that property as a source of r * * ! < 
building material. T ^ ^ & ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S m ^ ^ m ^ ^ & ^ m m m M f ' T / U Z f c . 

Each of these latter options will require the deoloyrr.ent of the 
APC's and/or the Hue} " ~ 

The execution of all t h e foregoing initiatives is absolutely 
constrained b y the availability of APC's for insertion and 
extraction. Should there arise a concern f o r the s a f e t y of any 
military p e r s o n n e l that might be involved in such deployment, 
please be advised that we have on-site RCMP personnel who are 
t r a i n e d and capable of being fully operational in the APC's . We 
also have available helicopter RCMP pilots to fly the Huey's. We 
are therefore requesting that authority be given for RCMP 
personnel to operate these resources. This request is NOT, to be 
considered a lack of support for t h e p e r s o n n e l currently deployed 
with the APC's. Their actions during' the operation of 95-09-05 
were e x e m p l a r y . ' " ' -^ '[,•-< 

It i s impossible to overemphasize the necessity for s u c h support. 
On two occasions, the ERT s u b u r b a n s have b e e n , c o m p r o m i s e d by 
hostile gunfire. On both occasions, the absence.of l o s s of life 
h a s b e e n • s o l e l y ' s e r e n d i p i t o u s . ^ " ^ '^-Q ̂  r l f Jog 

daSECUREFAX} U'. 

of 5 ~ 



PSD Porflonnol 

S/Sgt., Tom HOWARTH - Co-ordinator 

19 P.S.D.'s have been identified to be deployed to this incident. 

Additional Support functions 

Special "I" - Kamloops and Kelowna S/Div. and " 3 " Division 

B. D. II. - Two "E" Division personnel 

Weacam - Two dedicated fixed wing aircraft with onboard high-
resolution video taping and live feed capability. 

Helicopters - Air 2 (Courtenay) and Air 4 (Kamloops) currently 
deployed with Forward Looking Infra Red (FLIR) . Air 1, also with 
FLIR, will also be deployed once its maintenance is complete. 
Research i s being conducted to secure a Bell 212 for personnel 
transport, insertion and extraction. If successful the 
helicopter will be flown by RCMP pilots trained in the Bell 212. 

LONG TERM OPERATION PLAN 

95-09-06 - Maintenance of status quo being holding checkpoints 
at points 1120 and 1029. 

95-09-07 - Maintenance of 1120 and 1029. Reconnaissance of 1137 
and 1140 checkpoints in preparation for re-establishing those 
checkpoints. Reconnaissance to be by two APC's with two teams of 
8 ERT and one PSD. 

95-09-08 - Maintenance of 1120 and 1029. Re-establish 1137 and 
1140 by inserting ERT members by means of APC's. Ongoing 
staffing of these points must be my means of APC's for member 
safety. Transport via ERT Suburban has proved dangerous and only 
good fortune has thus far avoided lethal consequences. 

95-09-09 - Maintenance of 1120 and 1029. Maintenance of 1137 
and 1140 by APC support. Insertion of SRT team to point on south 
side of Gustafsen Lake by stealth approach to install technical 
devices. T w o APC's r e q u i r e d to standby for the execution of an 
immediate action plan should the insertion team be compromised. 
Operational Plan exercised 95-09-05 for the extrication of 
Victoria and Prince George ERTs will be in place for that 
operation. 

95-09-10 - Maintenance and.,,staf f ing \df / 1120/1029, 1137 and 1140 . 
Reconnaissance of point known as-^Hanging Tree" at'approx. 1041 
with,; follow-up-Insertion of personnel-'.'-to.'"man; a checkpoint to 
secure the southern access to Gustafsen Lake.--" 

'. em****:*'0*—' -
[ '• ' " ; . . . .:,*: ,"' Y l a S E C U R E F A X . . . . 



That shooting incident occurred during the process of inserting a 
relief ERT advance .checkpoint team which is precisely the 
activity covered by the actions covered by the timelined actions 
set out above . " "'• 
Finally, the command structure now located in 100 Mile House 
advises that they will be forced to withdraw the current 1120 and 
1029 checkpoints should the APC's be formally designated as being 
unable to assist. 

PLAN SIJSMMTED BY: 

( R . D . HALL) SUPT. 

<TDIV.RO.*- --^08 

via SECUREFAX 

http://Tdiv.ro.*-


RCMP GRC 
IDENT CONTINUATION REPORT 
MUST BE PROCEEDED BY INITIAL REPORT 

SUITE DU RAPPORT DE L'lDENTITE 
DOIT ETRE PRECEDE D'UN RAPPORT INITIAL Page no./n" 

Oet./Unit Det./Service 
TO 
A 1 0 0 MILE HOUSE DETACHMENT 

Investigator Enqueteur 

CST. TASSELL 

Occ. No. N" d'inc. 

95E /6812 
Merit. Sect. Sect, de I'ldenUt* 

FROM 
DE KAMLOOPS FORENSIC IDENTIFICATION SECTION 

Ident. Specialist Specialists en Identification 

CPL. K.R. CARROTHERS 

Ident. Occ. No. N' d'inc. de I'ld. 
9 5 / 2 1 3 1 4 

Nature of Event Genre d'lncident 

GUSTAFSEN LAKE BLOCKADE - NR. 100 MILE HOUSE, B.C. 

SPECIFICS OF SCENE. ADDRESS, POE, etc. DETAILS RELATIFS AUX LIEUX, ADRESSE, LIEU D'ENTREE, etc. 
Y-A M D-J 

9 5 . 0 9 . 0 8 

Time Heure 

10:52 

ACTION TAKEN MESURES PRISES 

GUSTAFSON LAKE PROJECT APPENDIX "B" 
EXAMINATION OF VICTORIA ERT SUBURBAN 
PHOTO SECTION 5 

WHILE AT THIS CHECKPOINT AWAITING POSSIBLE SURRENDER OF PRISONERS, CPL. McLARNON AND 
MYSELF WERE REQUESTED TO EXAMINE A VEHICLE ATTACHED TO THE VICTORIA E.R. TEAM, WHICH 
SUPPOSEDLY HAD COME UNDER FIRE FROM NATIVES ATTACHED TO THE ENCAMPMENT AT GUSTAFSEN 
LAKE. THE SUBJECT VEHICLE WAS A GREY CHEV SUBURBAN WITH B.C. LICENCE XGX 814 . THE 
VEHICLE WAS PARKED IN A FIELD NEAR THE MOBILE COMMAND POST, AND THE VICTORIA ERT MEMBERS 
POINTED OUT DAMAGE TO THE EXTERIOR REAR VIEW MIRROR ON THE PASSENGER SIDE FRONT DOOR. 

THE MIRROR WAS BASICALLY SQUARE IN SHAPE, AND SUPPORTED ON A SINGLE CURVED METAL ROD, 
WHICH HELD IT APPROXIMATELY 6 INCHES FROM THE WINDOW. THE VICTORIA ERT MEMBERS FELT 
THAT THE MIRROR HAD BEEN STRUCK BY A BULLET WHICH HAD THEN DEFLECTED UP AND INTO THE 
VEHICLE, PIERCING THE HEADLINER OF THE CAB. 

THE MIRROR, FACING FORWARD, HAD A CREASE IN THE METAL, AND THIS CREASE RAN BASICALLY 
HORIZONTAL. AT RIGHT ANGLES TO THIS CREASE, PRETTY WELL VERTICALLY, W A S AN INDENTATION IN 
THE METAL, BUT THERE WAS NO SIGN OF ANY SCRATCHES, ABRASIONS, OR DAMAGE TO THE PAINT. I 
COULD SEE NO SIGNS OF ANY TRANSFER OF METAL, OR ANY INDICATION OF CONTACT WITH A 
METALLIC SURFACE. 

ON THE CURVED ARM OF THE MIRROR SUPPORT, BETWEEN THE 90 DEGREE BEND AND THE POINT 
WHERE THE MIRROR MOUNT ATTACHED TO THE DOOR, THERE WERE HEAVY SCRATCHES WHICH WENT 
THROUGH THE PAINT TO BARE METAL. THESE SCRATCHES APPEARED TO BE PARALLEL TO THE ARM OF 
THE MIRROR. ON THE METAL EDGE OF THE VERTICAL WINDOW SUPPORT. THERE WERE ALSO HEAVY 
SCRATCHES ON THE TRAILING EDGE OF THE SUPPORT. THESE GAVE THE APPEARANCE OF BEING 
CAUSED BY CONTACT WITH A METALLIC OBJECT, AS DID THE SCRAPES ON THE MIRROR SUPPORT ARM. 

THE HOLE IN THE HEADLINER OF THE VEHICLE WAS ELLIPTICAL IN SHAPE, LONGER THAN IT W A S WIDE, 
AND RAN FROM FRONT TO BACK. THE HOLE WAS APPROX. 1 CM IN LENGTH, AND W A S DARK, AS 
THOUGH SOMETHING HAD DISCOLORED THE FABRIC. THE HOLE WAS LOCATED .80 M . BACK FROM THE 
FRONT EDGE OF THE HEADLINER, AND .41 M. FROM THE PASSENGER SIDE EDGE OF THE HEADLINER. 
THIS PLACED IT ABOVE AND JUST BEHIND THE PASSENGER SIDE FRONT SEAT. NO SIGN OF ANY 
FOREIGN OBJECT WAS FOUND IN THE HOLE OF THE HEADLINER. 

OPINION: IT IS MY OPINION THAT NEITHER THE DAMAGE TO THE MIRROR, AND THE HOLE IN THE 
HEADLINER IS CONSISTENT WITH BEING STRUCK BY A BULLET OR ANY SIMILAR OBJECT. THE CREASE 
ON THE MIRROR WAS BASICALLY IN THE PHYSICAL CENTRE OF THE MIRROR BACK, AND W A S VERTICAL, 
AT LEAST 6 INCHES FROM THE DAMAGE ON THE SUPPORT ARM AND WINDOW FRAME EDGE. THE 
SCRATCHES WERE MULTIPLE IN NUMBER, AND WERE PERPENDICULAR TO THE PATH OF AN OBJECT 
APPROACHING THE VEHICLE FROM AN ANGLE OF LESS THAN 90 DEGREES TO THE PATH OF THE VEHICLE. 
ALSO, FOR AN OBJECT TO STRIKE THIS MIRROR SUPPORT AND DEFLECT TO THE POSITION OF THE HOLE 

IN THE HEADLINER, IT WOULD HAVE HAD TO PASS THROUGH THE NECK/HEAD REGION OF A PERSON 
SITTING IN THE PASSENGER SEAT. 

1 WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE DAMAGE TO THE MIRROR BACK IS MORE CONSISTENT WITH BEING HIT BY 
A VERTICAL OBJECT SUCH AS A TREE BRANCH. THE DAMAGE TO THE SUPPORT ARM AND WINDOW 
FRAME WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH A METAL OBJECT SUCH AS A RIFLE BARREL RESTING BETWEEN 
THE ARM AND THE WINDOW FRAME. AS FOR THE HOLE IN THE HEADLINER, IT GAVE ME THE 
APPEARANCE OF BEING TORN OR RIPPED BY A SHARP OBJECT SUCH AS THE FRONT SIGHT OF A RIFLE. 

ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE TO HAVE THE HEADLINER OF THE VEHICLE REMOVED BY SPECIAL T 
SECTION MEMBERS AT THE COMMAND CENTRE ON 95 .09 .10 AT 08 :00 . 

95 .09 .10 - VEHICLE W A S NOT AVAILABLE FOR HEADLINER EXAM. DUE TO OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
IN THE FIELD. TO BE EXAMINED LATER. 

Signature (Unit Commander Chef de service) Date Signature (Investigator EnquSteur) Date Copies to - Copies a 

2666-1 (93-04) (PRO) Copies To: 
Copies A : 

Master File 
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R C M P GRC 
IDENT CONTINUATION REPORT 
MUST BE PRECEEDED BY INITIAL REPORT 

SUITE DU RAPPORT DE L'IDENTITE 
DOIT ETRE PR£C£DE D'UN RAPPORT INITIAL Page no./n° 

Oet./Unit Det./Service 
1° 1 0 0 MILE HOUSE 

Investigator Enqueteur 

CST. TASSELL 

Occ. No. N* dine. 

95E/6812 
ident. Sect. Sect, de CWentit* 

FROM 
DE KAMLOOPS FORENSIC IDENTIFICATION SECTION 

Ident. Specialist Specialitte en identification 

CPL. S.A. GEHL 

Ident. Occ. No. N* d'inc. de fid. 

95/21314 
Nature of Event Genre d'incident 

GUSTAFSON LAKE BLOCKADE - NR 1 0 0 MILE HOUSE. B.C. 

SPECIFICS OF SCENE. ADDRESS. POE. etc. DETAILS RELATIFS A U X L1EUX, ADRESSE. LIEU D'ENTREE, etc. 
Y-A M D-J Time Heure 

95-09-16 1130 

1240 

ACTION TAKEN MESURES PRISES 

APPENDIX *B' 
EXAMINATION OF VICTORIA ERT SUBURBAN 
PHOTO SECTION: 11 
VIDEO NO. NIL 

CPL. MURRAY SMITH AND CPL. JOSH CR0ISET1ERE OF VANVOUVER SPECIAL T ARRIVE AT CHECKPOINT 
BRAVO BY HELICOPTER. CPL. SMITH UNLOCKS THE VEHICLE TO BE EXAMINED: 

VEHICLE: 1993 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN, GREY, B.C.L. X G X 8 1 4 . 
REGISTERED TO COLWOOD R.CM.P. . VICTORIA ERT TEAM. 

SMITH POINTED OUT A HOLE IN THE HEADLINER OF THE VEHICLE. THE HOLE WAS MEASURED AND IS 
1.5GM X .5CM. IT W A S LOCATED ABOVE THE FRONT PASSENGERS SEAT APPROXIMATELY ABOVE THE 
LEFT BACK CORNER OF THE SEAT. THE HOLE HAD A 2 0 M M SCALE BESIDE THE HOLE. THIS VEHICLE HAD 
BEEN EXAMINED PARTIALLY BE CPLS MCLARNON AND CARROTHERS. CPL. SMITH ADVISED HE HAD 
ALREADY REMOVED AND SEIZED THE RIGHT SIDE OUTSIDE MIRROR. 

CPL. CLARKE PHOTOGRAPHED THE VEHICLE AND TOOK CLOSE-UP PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE HOLE IN THE 
HEAD LINER. I THEN TOOK TWO PIECES OF .25" WOODEN DOWELING WHICH HAD BEEN PAINTED ORANGE 
AND TAPED ONE END OF THE DOWELING TO THE HOLE IN THE HEAD LINER AND PLACE THE OTHER END 
IN THE AREA WHERE CPL SMITH APPROXIMATED THE DAMAGED MIRROR HAD BEEN. CPL. CLARKE 
PHOTOGRAPHED THE DOWELING IN THIS LOCATION. 

CROISETIERE THEN REMOVED A HEAT AND AIR CONDITIONER VENT FROM THE HEADLINER. AND THIS 
ALLOWED A VIEW OF THE HIDDEN SIDE OF THE HEADLINER IN THE AREA THAT THE HOLE WAS LOCATED. 

IT APPEARED THAT THE HOLE IN THE LINER WAS AT LEASE PARTIALLY THROUGH THE HEAD LINER 
FAINT TRACES OF FIBRE WERE VISIBLE ON THE TOP SIDE OF THE LINER. THE AREA ABOVE THE HOLE IN 
THE LINER IS A CHAMBER WHERE THE A/C AND HEATED AIR IS DUCTED. THIS DUCTED AREA WAS 
EXAMINED AND NO TRACE OF ANY BULLET WAS LOCATED. THERE W A S NO DAMAGE TO THE TOP SIDE 
OF THIS DUCTED CHAMBER TO INDICATE A BULLET MAY HAVE HIT IT. CROISETIERE THEN REMOVED THE 
HEAD LINER FROM THE ROOF OF THE VEHICLE AND PULLED IT DOWN SLIGHTLY ON THE PASSENGERS 
SIDE. I USED A SCALPEL TO CUT THE A/C DUCTING BACK TO A POINT WHERE IT IS DUCTED UP ALONG 
THE POST BEHIND THE RIGHT REAR DOOR POST. THERE W A S NO BULLET OR FRAGMENTS LOCATED 
ANYWHERE ALONG THIS DUCT. CPL. SMITH EXAMINED THE SAME AREA. 

THE HOLE IN THE LINER WAS THEN PROBED BY CPL. CLARKE TO PROVE THAT THE HOLE IN FACT WAS 
COMPLETELY THROUGH THE LINER. 

THE EXAMINATION W A S CONCLUDED AND NOTES WERE COMPLETED. 

Signature (Unit Commander Chef de service) Data Signatuĵ -ttnvestigaTJrrs. EnquSteur) Date Copies to - Copies a 

P T ^ 
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Copies A : Dossier principal EnquSteur Dossier de I'ldent. 



Today's Globe and Mail report on the Gustafsen Lake trial with the headlines, "RCMP tactics warlike 
triai told", "Hollow-point bullets used in BC native standoff, mountie testifies", 

Souicc 
Globe and Mail 

Unclassified 

Hie Globe ar.d Mail article quotes the testimony from Inspector Roger Kemble that some mounties used 
hollow point bullets although they are prohibited as military ammunition under international conventions 
because oi'liseir devastating impact. 

Domestic police agencies in Canada are not bound by provisions within The Hague Declaration that 
restrict the sriiitary to use non-expanding ammunition. The RCMP has used hollow point ammunition 
since 1976, i s solid point ammunition was determined to be inadequate for the puiposes of law 
cnfoieeiiiciii duties. Hollow point bullets are likely to incapacitate uu armed aggressor more quickly. 
Also, as holiew point bullets expend more o f their energy by expanding, they .are more likely to stay 
within the t : : y . 'Iliat means iess chance that a bullet will continue through mid-strike an innocent 
bystander. 

Hie Gusiafstn Lake trial is expected to continue for several months. 
3uS3«>lcO Reply - fttyjnso $yggd$$t 

• D 
- 1 AM AWARE THAT RCMP MEMBERS ARE USING HOLLOW POINT AMMUNITION. 

- AS THIS MATTER IS CURRENTLY BEFORE THE COURTS, IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE 
FOR.ME 7 0 COMMENT FURTHER. 

- AS THIS MATTER FALLS WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF B.C., 
ALL FURTHER QUESTIONS SHOULD Bli DIRECTED TO THE PROVINCIAL ATTORNEY 
GENERAL • 
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Coinmumiy, Cmirict and Aboriginal 
Policing Sisr. ĉs Directorate Acting Director, CCAPS 
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