
Gibson Catlett (1866-1935)
Painter of Topographical Bird’s-Eye Views for Real Estate Advertisements

"They say that 'Art is long and time is fleeting,' but your great scenic grandeur seems sufficient to make artists of us all."
-- Gibson Catlett, 1910.



Part I
The Story of a Painting: Bird’s-Eye View of City of Lethbridge, 1912



University of Lethbridge Archives (ca. 2001)



Bird’s-Eye View of City of Lethbridge, 1912







Where is this painting now?



The University of Lethbridge Art Collection

https://artgallery.uleth.ca/u-of-l-art-collection/



University of Lethbridge Art Vault (2018)



The Legend (2011, April)

https://issuu.com/ulethbridge/docs/thelegend_1010_april_2011/7





How did this painting end up at the U. of Lethbridge?



Galt Museum Acquires Painting (1970)



Donation to U. of Lethbridge, Lethbridge Herald (1971)



Donation to U. of Lethbridge, Bulletin (1971)

https://digitallibrary.uleth.ca/digital/collection/publications/id/1920/rec/1



Arlington (renamed Plainsman) Hotel, 1st Ave. & 3rd

St. South

Galt Archives P19760211018Galt Archives P19891049184

c.1912 1900



Bridge Inn Hotel (Formerly Plainsman), 1st Ave. & 
3rd St. South

https://digitallibrary.uleth.ca/digital/collection/cityphotos/id/422/ Galt Archives P20091023051 

1980 2007



Who painted the Bird’s-Eye View of Lethbridge? Why? 



Lethbridge Historical Society (1992)

http://digitallibrary.uleth.ca/cdm/ref/collection/lhs/id/2048



Lethbridge: A Centennial 
History (1985)

https://go.exlibris.link/7Mdd3N1y





Real Estate Brochure (Galt Archives)

Galt Archives 19754374013copy3



Label on the Real Estate Brochure



Lethbridge Herald 
(1912, August 22)



Gibson Catlett Studios, Calgary, Alberta (ca. 1910-
1912)



Lethbridge 
Historical Society 
Newsletter Article

2018

https://opus.uleth.ca/handle/10133/
5121



Part II
Bird’s-Eye Views of Alberta



What is the significance of a bird’s-eye view?



Bird’s-Eye Views – John W. Reps

City street patterns, significant buildings, and topographic 
features and are often readily identifiable in bird’s-eye views. 
In some locales, these maps can be the only available option for 
obtaining such details. It is for these reasons that scholars have 
“...rediscovered these views as sources for research in the 
history of architecture, city planning, transportation, 
urban geography, printing technology, and other fields” 
(Reps,1984, p. 16).

Reps, J. W. (1984). Views and viewmakers of urban America: Lithographs of towns and 
cities in the United States and Canada, notes on the artists and publishers, and a 
union catalog of their work, 1825-1925. Columbia: University of Missouri Press.

https://go.exlibris.link/1LcgnmtZ



Bird’s-Eye Views of Canadian Cities: An Exhibition 
of Panoramic Maps (1865-1905)

Fox, M. F. (1977). In Artibise A. F. J., Muise D. A. and Taylor J. H.(Eds.), Bird's-eye views of Canadian cities: A review. Urban History Review / Revue d'histoire urbaine. https://doi.org/10.7202/1019589ar



Alberta’s Real Estate Boom
Line-up for land sales, 
Calgary, Alberta. [ca. 1911-
1912]

In front of offices of Toole, Peet
and company, 301 - 8th Avenue 
SW. Real estate agents for 
Canadian Pacific Railway 
suburbs.

Digital IdentifierCU1107601

Courtesy of Libraries and Cultural Resources Digital Collections, University of Calgary. 



Real Estate Landscape Paintings & 
Advertisements



























ACMLA 
Bulletin Article
Number 164, Winter 2020
https://opus.uleth.ca/handle/10133
/5704



Part III
The Life & Works of Real Estate Landscape Artist Gibson Catlett



The Life & Work of Gibson Catlett (1866-1935)

Gibson Catlett. Miami Herald Sun (1925, March 8) Gibson Catlett. National Real Estate Journal (1926, April 19)



Early Career as a Newspaper Publisher-
Advertiser (ca. 1893-1905)

Kansas City Journal, (1897, October 1)Bamberg Herald (Bamberg, S.C.), (1900, February 1)



Real Estate Landscape Artist - Los Angeles, 
California (1906-1908)

Los Angeles Herald advertisement (1908, July 12)



Searchlight, Nevada (1906), Gibson Catlett, Illustrator

https://www.pbagalleries.com/view-auctions/catalog/id/575/lot/188261/



Map Artist For The Oregon-Washington Railroad 
& Navigation Co. - Portland, Oregon (1909-1910)

Kelso, Washington (1911), Gibson Catlett, Artist.

Image: Courtesy of Cowlitz County Historical Museum 



Image: Courtesy of Jacob Ybarra, Bisnett Insurance, Hood River, OR

Hood River, Oregon (1910)



Image: Courtesy of Jacob Ybarra, Bisnett Insurance, Hood River, OR



Image: Courtesy of Jacob Ybarra, Bisnett Insurance, Hood River, OR



Image: Courtesy of Jacob Ybarra, Bisnett Insurance, Hood River, OR



Painter of Cities for Railroads and Large Real 
Estate Operators – Canada (1910-1914)

London Advertiser (1914, March 7)
Link

Halifax, Nova Scotia (1913) Link

The Uplands, Victoria, British Columbia (1911) Link

Gibson Catlett Letterhead (n.d.)
Link



San Francisco, California & the Panama-
Pacific Exhibition (1915-1917)

https://archive.org/details/souvenircanadian00pana Gibson Catlett, exhibit rooms, Flood Building, California Digital Library



Establishment of Gibson Catlett Studios, 
Chicago (ca. 1919)

From advertisement in Miami Herald (1925, March 8)



Miami & the Florida Real Estate Boom (1920-
1926)

Inside the real estate offices of Buchanan & Burton - Miami, Florida (March 18, 1926). 
Source: State Library & Archives of Florida, RC03586 . 



Illustration of large Gibson Catlett Studios cycloramic real estate landscape painting, possibly 
the planned Florida Riviera development, St. Petersburg, Florida. From advertisement in 
Miami Herald (1925, March 8).



Gibson Catlett’s Studiogram [Advertisement]. National Real Estate Journal (1926, April 19)



Gibson Catlett's 16-foot painting of the Sequoyah Hills development in Knoxville, Tennessee on display in 
Sequoyah Hills office (ca. 1925). Sequoyah Hills office, Image Number N-1036 , Thompson Photograph 
Collection, C.M. McClung Historical Collection, Knox County, Tennessee Public Library. 



Thompson Brothers, photographer. 1926. Sequoyah Hills. Thompson Photograph Collection, C.M. 
McClung Historical Collection, Knox County Public Library. Image Number N-2034.



Texas and the Gulf Coast (1926-1927)

Amarillo Daily News (1927, March 15) Day, Donald. Big Country: Texas. New York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1947.



Oakwood Memorial Park (High Point, NC) painting by Gibson Catlett Studios (ca. 1926) which indicated 
studios located in Chicago and San Antonio, Texas. Courtesy of High Point Museum, High Point, NC.



The Last of Catlett’s Real Estate Landscape 
Paintings (1928-1930)

Catlett, G. (1928). City of Chicago, showing proposed development of 1933 World's fair ground and 
buildings [photograph of painting]. UIC Special Collection (Century of Progress International Exposition 
[1933-1934 : Chicago, Ill.]). Series 1 -- Catlett, Gibson, ca. 1933-1934 Box 92 Folder 1-2781.



Images of Selected Works by Topographic Artist 
and Businessman Gibson Catlett

Gibson Catlett's Real 
Estate Landscape 
Paintings



ArcGIS “Story Maps”

• Gibson Catlett (1866-1935)
• Gibson Catlett was a prolific American artist who specialized 

in real estate landscape paintings used as advertisements.

• Gibson Catlett's Real Estate Landscape Paintings
• Images of selected works by topographic artist and businessman Gibson Catlett (1866-1935).

• H. M. (Harry Marriott) Burton
• H. M. Burton was one of Calgary, Alberta's most prolific real estate artists during the city's 

real estate boom of the 1910s. 



The End


