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Remain an Opt-Out?  

3

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Scale_of_justice_2.svg



Evidence on Hand
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Copyright-checkmark.gif



Why Open the Box?
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Opened_up_a_Pandora%27s_box.jpg



Project Goals and Means
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http://openclipart.org/detail/19173/cadenas-by-djmx1-19173 http://openclipart.org/detail/19174/cadenas-by-djmx1-19174



Data Security
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http://openclipart.org/detail/170522/security-ok-by-diamonjohn-170522 http://www.hsbaseballweb.com/images/broken.gif http://openclipart.org/detail/167201/user-by-damyon
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Ethics Approval
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“The researcher is . . . asked to address what she will 
do if copyright violations are detected.”

• high consent rate needed BUT
• perceived threat of infringement consequences will 

likely suppress consent, THUS
• no steps taken if potential infringements detected



Project Timeline
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Faculty Consent

10

http://openclipart.org/detail/148843/thumbs-up-by-balex

• research ethics committee approval
• faculty association executive council 

endorsement
• privacy office coordinator support
• Provost’s office distribution of project 

purpose memo
• faculty association newsletter publication of 

project purpose memo

http://www.uleth.ca/lib/copyright/documents/Copyright%20Corner_ULFA%20Newsletter_September%202012.pdf


Data Gathering

11

• work title
• work author
• source title
• source author
• work format
• publisher
• year

• length of excerpt
• length of work
• library availability
• copyright status
• potential permission sources
• persistent link availability
• . . .

http://openclipart.org/detail/38353/-by-rejon-38353



Data Coding
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Response Rate
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Used LMS, Granted 
Access, 44.0%

Used LMS, Denied 
Access, 3.4%

Used LMS, No 
Copyright Works, 

2.1%

Did Not Use LMS,
33.4%

Did Not Respond, 
17.2%

Consent Request Results (n = 530)



LMS Courses

14

LMS Not Used, 39%

Use Status
Unknown, 15%

Humanities, 5%

Social Sciences, 9%

Management, 10%

Sciences, 10%

Spring 2012 LMS Course Use (n = 1160)

LMS Used, 46%



In Progress . . .
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• complete data analysis
• communicate project results to faculty
• deliver copyright education workshops
• develop institutional copyright policy
• collaborate with faculty and other campus 

units to explore permissions, costs, and user 
preferences relating to different modes of 
delivering copyrighted course content


