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recent report, Fixing the Broken Textbook Market, that details the huge
impact textbook prices have on students. Among the findings:

e 65% of student consumers have opted out of

buying a college textbook due to its high price. Of those students, 94% suffer

academically.

e 48% of students said the price of textbooks determined which classes they take

and how many classes they take.

https://studentgovresources.org/textbookbroke-campaign-for-affordable-textbooks/
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International Review of Research in Open and
Distributed Learning

Volume 18, Number 4

June - 2017

/Investigating the Perceptions, Use, and Impact of A

Open Textbooks: A survey of Post-Secondary Students

in British Columbia ,

Rajiv Jhangianil and Surita Jhangiani?
IKwantlen Polytechnic University, 2Justice Institute of British Columbia

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3012/4214
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Students: Is it legal
to download a free

copy of my course
textbook?

Cost? Content?




AVVO Lawyer directory Legal topics Legal forms Talk to a lawyer

Legal Advice Copyright infringement Advice Is downloading freely available PDF textbooks c...

Q&A

Asked in Los Angeles, CA | March 27, 2013 W Save

[Is downloading freely available PDF textbooks considered illegal in U.S (California) ?]

For my degree studies, | have been looking for a book (print) which is only available in UK and would cost
me over US$210. Through Google search, | came across way too many websites offering the same
book/edition in PDF format, freely available to download at NO COST. | am bit skeptical about downloading
'free’ stuff, but this is quite tempting, as | can see this free eBook all over the net and wonder if | would | be
violating any laws by downloading this book, purely for my own studies purposes? | asked the website folks
and they say, they are not violating any laws because they are not selling it, and there are thousands of
people downloading the book everyday from many similar websites. Only if | sell it, then | will be in
violation. | am really confused and freaking out. Please help

https://www.avvo.com/legal-answers/is-downloading-freely-available-pdf-textbooks-cons-1173160.html
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Torrenting  Textbooks Legal Issues and Law in Everyday Life

[ Can you get in legal trouble for torrenting textbooks? ]

Ad by BetterHelp Online Counseling

Are you struggling with depression?

Consider an online therapy session with BetterHelp. Because you are worth it.

Start now at betterhelp.com £

2 Answers

Admiral Steven, Torrenting and Safety procedures
Answered Mar 17, 2016

If you are careful and do not distribute them for money or mass distribute them
then you should be alright. Remember to only torrent from trusted sites

https://www.quora.com/Can-you-get-in-legal-trouble-for-torrenting-textbooks



https://www.quora.com/Can-you-get-in-legal-trouble-for-torrenting-textbooks

T i

Startups Book Piracy: A Non-Issue
Apps
Gadgets Contributor Aug 23,2011

O’Reilly’s words might sound revolutionary, especially when compared to
the lock-it-down-and-sue-the-bastards attitude of the music and film
iIndustry. But when it comes to publishing, the notion that a rising tide of
reading raises all publishing ships has been the reality for centuries. Pirate
ebooks are just the 21st century equivalent of the lending library or of real-
world book sharing, and — in all but the most egregious cases — can be

safely ignored.

https://techcrunch.com/2011/08/23/book-piracy-a-non-issue/
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@ reddit r/Piracy Q Find a community, post, or user

r-Firacy

Piracy Megathread Wiki

Torrents

auiae] Guide for Finding Textbooks |

I'm going to thank this and this for most of the methods that I'm going to explain in this thread.

So you have a list of books you need to buy for college. There are some really great resources for finding them
online, but I'm going to run through the easiest methods for searching all of them here.

First, let's start off by using the method that will allow you to find the vast majority of books. Google. It tends to be
easier if you can search multiple sites at once, and this is the easiest way to do it.

There was a search engine that u/ratokursi made 3 years ago, but by now most of the sites are either dead or have
changed the url. I decided to make a new one, this time after reviewing 100+ sites and adding to working ones to the
custom search engine.

https://www.reddit.com/r/Piracy/comments/3i9y7n/guide for finding textbooks/
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Instructors: What is
the best textbook

Oor course material
for my course?

Content? Cost?
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Use of Free Textbooks Is Rising, but

Barriers Remain
\_ J

By Beth McMurtrie | DECEMBER 19, 2017

growing number of professors are replacing the traditional textbook with an
openly licensed one, according to a survey released on Tuesday. But their overall
numbers remain small — and widespread adoption of the practice could remain

out of reach unless key barriers are overcome.

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Use-of-Free-Textbooks-Is/242086 13



https://www.chronicle.com/article/Use-of-Free-Textbooks-Is/242086

Top Barriers to OER adoption (Babson Survey Research Group, 2017)

difficult to find what | need (50%)

lack of resources for my subject (47%)

concern about updates (29%)

not high-quality (28%)
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Figure 9: Reported reasons for not using open textbooks from the BC OTP

® No textbook available for
discipline/course

m Poor quality of the available open
textbook
® Lack of time to make transition
m Absence of ancilliary/instructor
resources
® Lack of support from
colleagues/department
» Not aware of open textbooks
m Other
EXPLORING FACULTY USE OF

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES https://bccampus.ca/files/2016/01/BCFacultyUseOfOER final.pdf
AT BRITISH COLUMBIA POST-
SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS

January 18, 2016
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Copyright specialists:
How to help
students and faculty
deal their textbook
challenges? (What

are our tightropes?)




Fall 2017:

562 adopted
textbooks

* 66 different
publishers/distributors

e 450 (80%) of the adopted
textbooks supplied by 12
(18%) of the
publishers/distributors

17



Top 12 Publishers/Distributors Suppling 80% of Fall 2017 Textbooks

Pearson Canada
Oxford UP
Nelson Education

Penguin Random...

U of Toronto Press
McGraw-Hill Ryerson

J Wiley & Sons...
Login Brothers...

Norton
Macmillan
Raincoast Books
Hackett Publishing
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Not Found

Download Availability of Adopted Textbooks (n = 562)

Public domain/Open access

Title Not Found
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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Download Availability of Adopted Textbooks By Source (n = 562)

Google/Sign-Up Required
Google/No Sign-Up Required
LibGen PDF

LibGen EPUB

LibGen Other Format

Public Domain

Open Access

Title Not Found

Variant Edition in LibGen

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

20

35%



Copyright specialists:
How can we help
students and faculty?

Some small steps

* newsletter column about Fall 2017
textbooks

» asked about adding language to
academic calendar re abiding by all
applicable laws

* copyright website FAQ on textbook
downloading

21


https://bit.ly/2GLtNWI
https://libguides.uleth.ca/copyright/faqs?expand=textbooks#s-lib-ctab-15624597-2

What else might be useful?

more student-focused
copyright guidance/resources?

necessary or helpful to spell
out the need to abide by
applicable laws? where?

online tutorials?

include a standard copyright
note in all course
syllabi/outlines? models?

effective outreach or
partnership approaches
(education, awareness)?

.« ?7?
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