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ABSTRACT

Word processing is considered by many computer advocates to
be one of the potentially most significant contributions of
computers to education at all levels. Most research has
concentrated on the post-secondary and secondary application of
computers in composition and very little has been done at the
elementary level. As vice principal of the Vauxhall Elementary
School, I have been involved for the past four years with the
implementation of computers in elementary education. My major focus
during the past two years has been the use of word processing in
writing instruction and particularly in the generation of student
newspapers. This project was intended to describe, analyze and
interpret a particular classroom experience, to explore issues
arising from the experience and from similar experiences of others,
to synthesize conclusions and implications and suggest directions
for the future.

INTRODUCTION

A noted professor of law was advising his students on the
best way to handle a case.

"If you have the facts on your side,”" he said, "then hammer
on the facts. If you have the law on your side, then hammer on the
law."

"But if you don't have either the facts or the law," asked a
student, "then what do you do?"

" he said, "then hammer on the table."

"In that case,

In several significant ways, that anecdote illustrates my
experience with the case of THE USE OF WORD PROCESSING IN THE
GENERATION OF PERSONAL STUDENT NEWSPAPERS. Just over a year ago, 1
initiatgs. and was personally involved in a curricular event that



turned out to be recognized as educationally significant. My
interest in the case and in its broader ramifications and the
encouragement of others prompted me to undertake an investigation
intended to lead to a major study. Cast in the role of an advocate,
I began immediately and continued for a year to collect evidence
that would be relevant to the investigation. As in most legal
cases, the investigation could not begin until after the event had
transpired, aund since, like a legal event, it could not be exactly
replicated, the investigation had to be conducted in a "post-—hoc"
fashion. While concentrating on the product of that original event
and on evidence collected from participants and interested parties
following the event, the investigation has also encompassed the
study of precedents and parallel cases. After a year of
investigation, the evidence was still not considered sufficient to
support a major study and, due to lack of more time, it was scaled
down to a minor study with more modest aspirations. In looking back
today, it seems that, with respect to this project, I have spent the
past year hammering sometimes on the facts and sometimes on the law
and rather often on the table.

BACKGROUND

In the fall of 1984, I was teaching a grade six class in the
Vauxhall Elementary School and was enrolled part time in this
graduate program. For several years, I had been working to improve
parts of my program, particularly writing and the use of computers
to facilitate learning. My students had been involved in daily
writing for several years and had also generated significant
products, including autobiographies and hand-written newspapers.
With the arrival of computers and word processing software, 1
assumed that this technology could be used effectively to enhance
student progress and achievement in writing and that it would in
particular help students to generate much more significant personal
newspaperse.

THE EVENT

That fall, with the help of a parent volunteer, I introduced
my 21 students to typing and taught them to do word processing on
Apple computers using the Bank Street Writer. By Christmas, each
one was able to type and edit a story, and these were printed and
published in a class newsletter.

In January, we began to work toward the generation of a
complete newspaper by each student. It was an experimental project
from the beginning and there were no models to follow. It was not
previously known whether students in elementary school could master
word processing sufficiently to use it effectively. ©Nor was there
evidence that students could produce either the quantity or the
quality of the required writing. The project developed as it
progressed, out of teacher intuition and practical knowledge.
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APPLE GANG WINS AWARD!

The Apple Gang, a Vauxhall Grade 6
class taught last year by Iruwin Warkentin,
has_won a runner—-up award in the 1385
apple Computer International Merit Compe—
tition with a classroom set of 21 personal
student newspapers.

] The Uauxha]‘lcrro ject was one of 17
winners announced in May by John Marvelle,
Associate Director of Apple Computer
Clubs based in Lowell, Massachusetts.

"Yours was the only Canadian entry
to win,"” he told Warkentin in a congaratula-
tory phone call. "You should be receiving
your prize in the mail in the near future."

In a press release announcing the
awards, Marvelle explained the competition,
saying that entries had been accepted in
several categories, including programming,
community service projects, club plans,
and lesson plans. "Winning entries were
those that best demonstrated overall
excellence," he said.

"Mr. Warkentin's plan not only inte—
grates the Apple computer into his langu-—
age arts curriculum,” Marvelle announced,
"but also integrates it into the current
events, art, and mathematics curriculums."

The Vauxhall entry placed second to
a Pennsylvania school in the lesson plan
category.

. Fprle Computer Clubs is an organiza—
tion of more than 15000 clubs and 300,000
members world—uide.
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SCHOOL GETS SOF TWARE

Vauxhall Elementary School will receive
about $500 worth of computer software
from the Apple Computer company as a
prize in their recent Merit Competition.

In a press release, John Marvelle
announced that runners—up would receive
the Appleworks and ﬁ?ple Logo programs,
a vear's renewal of club membership, and
an Rpple tote bag.

"Appleworks is a bestselling program
for administrative use,” Warkentin said.
"We have been using the other program,
Logo, for several years but will welcome
a second package. What was worth the
most to us, however, was the recognition
and honor of getting such an award®

INTRODUCING
THE

APPLE GANG

KIDS USE COMPUTERS TO
NRITE NEWSPAPERS

The award winning Apple Gang student
newspapers were created almost entirely
with the aid of microcomputers

"Researchers are still wonder‘ine
whether kids at this age can learn to do
word processing,” Warkentin said. "These
students proved that they could master
the skills very well"”

. Students learned to type material
into computers, save it on disk and call it
back from disk to revise and edit.

will soon be a ver

"Word processin C
arkentin predictaed.

important hfe skill"
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WHAT IS THIS?

A Personal Word from
the Publisher

The past
three years
with comput-
ers in the
schools have
taken me on
personal
voyages of
discovery.

F=———————— It _all began
. e = jn 1982 at
McGill University when as a lecturer in the

Summer- School for Gifted and Talented
Student= | made my first encounter with
an Apple || computer and the LOGO pro-
gramming language. long—-standing inter—
est in technology and a conviction of the
potential impact of computers set me off
on a vovage to become an expert on com—
guter‘_s and to determine how best to use

hem in the classroom. | entrolled in a
computer course, our school received its
first "Black Apple," and | purchased m?; ouwn
system. HWithin the next two years, | be—
came competent in four major applications.
At home, | began to do all my ouwn uwriting
by means of word gr‘pc.essmg and in sup-—
port of a church building project | mast-
ered a Falr'l%' complex spreadsheet pro-—
ram. In school, | started a computer club
or LOGO activities and began to implement
computer assisted instruction.

Early use of computers in some
schools caused concern that they might
be misused and abused as a result of in—-
suf ficient know!edge about the most ap-
Eropr'late uses and as a result of getting

ardware without adequate software. From
the beginning | sought to avoid such per-—
ceived errors as indulgence in entertain—
ment and games on the one hand and ob—
session with programming on the other.

it was about this that | began studies
at the University of Lethbridge, and from
the beginning of that program | focused
on microcomputer agplccatzlons in the
echools. In connection with numerocus
courses, | have written papers on various
as?ects of this topics. Of particular
relevance here is the emphasis in the
literature on the value of word process-—

ng.

) Parallel to this process of discover-—
gng computers, | launched a voyage also
into a second major area of interest
namely that of writing and writing instruc—
tion, and it is important to consider these
vovages as simultaneous and interrelated.
For many years | had been interested in
writing and had done a fair amount of it.
At one time | had been at the point of
becoming a Jjournalist, but turned to
teaching instead. My interest in writing
has persisted and has Jled me in recent
vears to set up a writing program in my
class and in our school. This was a voyage
of discovery in the sence that | was pro-
ceeding very much on the basis of per—
sonal experience, but how | went about it
seems significant to initiation and success
of the uord processing program.

The particular approach to writing
that | was using, together with my inter—
este in journalism, combined in my first
attempts to stimulate students to write
their own newspapers. This launched me
on a third simultaneous voyage that | took
as companions of my students as we toge-
ther discovered uways in which to create
newspapers that were true in form and
format and authentic and personal in con-
tent. Each of those grade 6 students

roduced a four—page handuwritten paper.
his voyage took me on to expanded and
refined and lncreasmglg sophisticated
newspapers with the addition of more and
more departments and other journalistic
details. The newspapers also became more
personal in the sense that they drew in—
creasingly on student autobiography for
content, resulting also in increased moti-
vation and enhanced self—-esteem.

| was at this time also pursuing an—
other area of interest which took me on a
fourth simultaneous voyage of discovery.
For the previous five years, | have been
interested in "gifted education," mainly in
order to take advantage of highly creat-—
ive and stimulating approaches, for, the
benefit of all my students. One of my
main concerns has always been to teach in
ways that would challenge all my students,
regardless of ability. | try to remain
conscious of the need to “differentiate
the curriculum in order to accommodate
individual students. Mrltlng, | think, is |
especially suited for individualization as is
word processing, so the theme of "differ-—
entiated curriculum" was also a determining
factor in the development of the word
processing project.

__ Sometime last fall, | was sitting in the
living room, doing nothing except pe_r'haﬁs
and once again, reflecting. It was in the
middle of a busy time for me, with labs to
complete and books to read and papers to
write. It was also a very busy time for my
Famgy, with Erepara_tuons being made for a
wedding that would involve all of us and
take another chunk out of our schedule.
Our church and school commitments were
keeping all of ys on the run;, too much so,
to the point of straining relationships.
That's how it was that Saturday when |
didn't feel] like doing anything more. But |
didn't feel right, just sitting there when
so much needed to be done —— sidewalks
to shovel, books to read, etrrands and
chores to do, agenda to prepare, calls to
make, visitors to entertain, programs to
administer, sons' games to attend and wife
to_attend. 1| don‘t think | was doing so
well, so in frustration | just sat there,
not even thinking very much about any-
thing academic.

At that unlikely moment, it hit me as
an "AH-HA" that was not to be mistaken:
would do the thesis or project as a neus-
paper just the way my students did! The
implications of that discovery were not
immediately clear, but as | have reflected
often on that experience, they have
continued to emerge. It was as though
the project was there full-blown in my
intuition, as the student project had been
a_vyear before. That conviction has sur-
vived setbacks and well-intentioned sug—

estions from those who tried to help. So

ere it is, in _a more modest form —— my
ouwn "personal student neéusga?er“ a
“"collage" (thank vou, Dr. Butth emerging
out ot one teacher’s autobiography.

LU0 0000000000000 000000000000 000000000 aoonod



PROPOSAL 3

PIEOI?OSPIL to _g;aglqiec%pppa]ge(;gzgpggeuigntg: B rofasas
r\rte a Ionais.
PERSONAL R raz tobragie T

STUDENT ' samples for perusal and enjoyment.
NENSPQPER 8. Dewvelop and include resource material
. _ likel o be useful to upper element-—

For credit as a one—course ary teachers.

Berect;£ at the 9. Develop articles ‘of an autobiographi-

Lethbrg of cal nature to give alimpses of the

ethbridge, working realities anh curriculum—in—-use of
gupervised by one classroom teacher.

r. 0. Burnett 10. Produce multiple copies of the pro-
and Dr. R. Butt Ject for personal use and for pro-

. " fessional development sessions in writing
To be created by Irwin E. Harkentin. word processing and creation of student

. . newspapers.
Objectives:
1. To _explore and master educational Eva]uatlon:
soFé‘,uarefcrgact’.edtto facilitate the . D th act . £ e
gener-ation student newspapers, espe-— - oes e project reveal mastery o
cially NEWSROOM, by Seringboard. appropriate softuare?
2. To use the softuware to create a 2. Does the project establish a case
"personal student neuspaper® directed for personal student newspapers in
toward upper elementary teachers, focus-— the upper elementary curriculum
ing particularly in an autobiographical way
on my own experiences in the classroom. 3. Does the project demonstrate the
. L value of word processing in the
3. To synthesize research findings and uprer elementary curriculum?
my own thoushts and writings on the ] .
use of word processing in writing 4. Does the project provide a case

study of one teacher's experience

instruction.
with writing, computers and student news-—

4. To “show and tell" the story of the Papers?

Apple Gang Neuwspaper Project carried ) : )
on at Vauxhall Elementary School in 1984-5 S. Is the project itself comprehensive,
' o . creative and worthuhile as an auto-

9. To demonstrate the viability and pro— biographical “collage" and statement on
priety of personal student newspapers in writing, word processing, and student
upper elementary curricula. newspapers?

Activities: Details:

«. Master the NEWSROO!M software packasge Starting Date: January 17, 1886
and determine its suntabﬂltg- Prepare ] .

to use it together with PRINTSHOP and Completion Date: April 1, 1986

gerhaps Microzine's NEWSPAPER MAKER in .

his project. Anticipated Contents:

2. Review relevant research and writing Student_material: about 20 pages
done in_my previgus coursework during Personal writings: about 40 pages

the past 18 months in order to select and

synthesize material for the project. Total length: about 60 pages

3. %ﬁ'ge&d gﬁtﬁaﬁg'ﬁ‘éﬁi‘g aigef_uggg"fgcgp | was a 98 pound weakling both mentally and
including student newspapers, ques ion_—’ g?ggﬁfg";:gy gg&‘,ﬁgg&:&%g |rNsat‘.delgmucaaEn|omnla!l

naires, interviews, and other sources, in
order to select and synthesize material
for the project.

+— Pointed

4. Cglrl_ect ?nd write artécl%s For“ tgte S . e— Glazed . -C(—mert
sonal ne r e called, . A L
“IR_NII\FS APPLE Gml\lué:aa{l?ue:ludi?'\g news stories, O N pisappointed J\S/‘— Satisfied

editorials, commentary, advice, surveys,
columns, feature stories, and other
departments, as accomplished by the stu-
dents in the %%ple Gang Newspaper Pro—

Ject of 1984-
3. Use gﬁpropriate softuware to gene— SPRINGBOARD

+— Weak

rate graphics in support of neuwspaper
articles and stories. —_==

6. Carry out layout of articles and

00000 OoO000o000000D00000000000000000000000000

The guaranteed educational software
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CAN KIDS DO IT?

Ever since the arrival of microcompu-
ters in the schools a few years ago, edu-—
cators at all levels have been asking this
question.

Can kid=
learn to
operate com-—
puters and
use them suc-—
cessfully in
school?

Can they
learn the
necessary
kevboatrding
skills? Can they learn accurately and
quickly enough to use thecse skille as
means to greater ends7

What effects will computers have on
students and on student motivation?

What unique contributions, if any, can
be made by microcomputers to learning
especially at the upper elementary level?

And in particular in this project, does
wotrd processing have a rightful place in
elementary education?y

Some of these questions have been
at least partly ansuwered in The Apple
Gang_Personal Student Neuwspaper Project
completed in a Vauxhall Elementary School
grade 6 class in the 1984-85 school year.

This Special Project is an attempt to
capture the substance as well as the
spirit of that newuspaper project.

. . The purpose in creating this journal—-
istic collage is twofold: first in an impres—
sionistic way to present some of the
original work as published by the students

hemselves, and second, to portray the
teacher's =side in terms of recollections,
impressions and conclusions.

The project might have led to great-
er things. A full scale research project
and academic thesis would have been timely
and feasible, but_more "hard data" uwas
needed. An even larger "creative project”
over a longer period of time might have
made a greater impact on academia. But
my purpose has become more modest.

Instead, this is an attempt to explore
the Fgasnbllt{:y and worth of Journalism as
a medium of teaching and learning at an
level. Convinced as | am of the value o
"the personal student newspaper,” | _am
determined to investigate its possibilities
for myself._ the same time, this is also
an exploration of the potential value of
various microcomputer software programs
for enhancing writing instruction_ in
general and Journalism in particular.

| express my affection for the 21
members of The Apple Gang with whom | was
privileged to share one of the most signi—
ficant teaching-learning experiences of my
kfe. It is in their memory and in their
hornor that | present this story and it is
to them that this “personal student
newspaper"” is dedicated.

DALY WRITING PRACTICE

In teaching at the upper elementary
level for the past five years, | have dis-
covered the value of dailly writing prac—

tice.

For a number of vears, | follouwed the
still common practice of teaching writing
by following a mind—numbing language exer-
cise book. Students hated it as much as
I did and obviously they never learned to
enJjoy writing either.

One vear in September,ﬂl determined "
to make a clean break and "go for broke.
| threw away the textbook and began to
have students write their own material It
was not a_glorious beginning, Not- wer-e
students instantly converted. But | kept
at it, workina entirely alone in an experi—
mental fashion, appreciative of the free-
dom that came wgg being an admintstrator.
If | had looked around, [ might have been
helped by people in writing projects else-
where, such _as Donald Graves. | came
upon £hpse later, after we had travelled
a fair distance down our own road. HWhen
the experience of others did come to our
attention, we were in some ways affirmed
and in some ways disaffirmed in our ap-
proach, but we continued to learn and
Progress in various ways.

it was this decision to have students
urite every day that was the first tun
dowun the road that led me to this special
roject, and it is a decision that | con—
inue to uphold in my teaching.

PERSONAL NEWSPAPERS

) From the very beginning, daily writing
in @ practice book has been supplemented
by special projects that have added
interest and excitement.

An early special project was a per—
sonal newspaper that students wrote by
band. Each_ student wrote a series of
short articles_and cori them by hand
into columns. Topics at that time were
more varied and students_wrote on what-
ever they could imagine. The projects
were newspapers only in the sense that
the urltm%‘ was in _columns and had a few
departments paralleling those of a news-
paper, such as ads and jokes.

The Apple Gang parers resembled
“rreal” papers more closely in several ways.
Students actually wrote neuws stories,
editorials, columns and feature stories
that were much closer in form to the real
thing. The papers contained many more
depatrtments, more articles per depart-
ment and more variety in content. The
Arple Gang.pa ers wetre also much more
"persgnal” in the sense that much content
was either about the editor or reflected
the editor's personal opinions more
closely. Finally, producing the latter
Papers by word processing generated
products that were much more like the
real thing than the earlier hand—written
version.

Personal student newspapers have
proven to be effective instruments of
promoting self-auwareness and of building
positive self—worth in my students.

--DDDDUDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
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APPLE TREATS SWEETEN
NEWSPAPER PROJECT

Regular acrple
treats cooked and
served by the stu—
dents themselves
helped to ensure
success, according
to the teacher and
the students.

At the end of
each month," the
teacher =said, "a
gaur of students

ogether with a
parent planned and
srepared a special .

reat made with apples. While the rest of
the students enjoved the snack, the stu-
dent chefs described how they had pre-

pared it

. Parent room representative Linda
Thiessen coordinated the parent help and
served as chefs' advisors when_other
parents could not come. She also donated
a_set of cooks' hats and aprons, complete
with Apple Gang decorations which added
realism to the students’' roles as chefs.

A survey of students revealed a
variety of treats that had been served,
including apple pie, apple donuts, apple
salad, apprie squares and more.

. "All of the peoprle in the class en.joy
having these treats," Cherie reported.

R, IR, IR
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BANK STREET WRITER

WORD PROCESSING PROGRAM
BY BRODERBUND SOFTWARE

BANK STREET WRITER
MASTERED BY STUDENTS

Bank Street Writer, a simplified word
grocessmg Program produced by Broder-
und Software, was mastered by all 21
grade 6 students in the newspaper pro-—
Ject, their teacher reported.

"Each student learned to t arti-
cles on the computer and save M Oon
disk,” Warkentin said. "Upon returning to
continue work on_an article, each student
was able to recall articles from the disk."

"We did not go into all the features
of the program in order to keep_the pro-
Ject manageable," he explained. Features

not mastered included more advance ones

DO0O0OoO00000000000000000000000000000000000000

COMPUTER PROJECT
SPARKS PARENT INTEREST

Parents were intrigued and impressed

by their childrens' work on the newspaper
gr‘o,_:'e_.ct, according to interviews with the
eacher.

"Most of them seemed uerw Pleased
with that theit- children were learning to
use computers,"” Warkentin said. "They
were also surprised at the amount and
quality of writing in the papers.”

Some parentces repotrted learning more
about their own children just by reading
their papers.

"The students worked hard on their
papers and took a lot of time, both at
school and at home, but no parent
questioned the wor%h of the project or
the amount of time or effort that it
took," Warkentin said. “Their main concern
was uhether the students would continue
to get opportunities to use these skills In
later school life. Some expressed inter-—
es{: in learning about computers them-
selves. "

kR Rk ROk Rk ok ok koo ok K
such as text movement.

Some features were used only by the
teacher and parent volunteer, such as
the setup and printing commands.

“The pro?r'am ic simple enough for all
students to learn the basics," WHarkentin
said, "but it also has more complicated
Feaéurgs which require more expert
attention.”

. AR common ptoblem in word processing
is the loss of information resulting from
keyboard errors, but according to the
teacher, only one of the hundreds of
articles typed by the fApple Gang was lost.

"That scared everybody," he =said,
and atter that everyone was very care-—
ful”" Safety was also ensured by qiving
every student a personal disk, whic
avoided a lot of confusion and disk swap-
Ping.

Bank Street also produces a spellina
checker proaram. HWarkentin reports that
he used the program uith the students on
one occasion.

“it's 5 great idea, since it highliahts
words that it does not recognize. Stu-
dents may then either keep the word as it
is (it may be a name, for examgled or they
may correct it. But we couldn't use it
much because it was rather time consuming
and complicated.”

"?a_nk Street products have served
us well in this project," Warkentin said.
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APPLE THEME MOTIVATES
STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

. Following an apple theme is one reason
aiven for the success of the Apple Gang
newspaper project.

"'ve tried to follow a different theme
each é'ear'," Warkentin reported. "It has
helped both me and the students and has
made school more interesting."

Although the idea came from the use
of computers, Warkentin considered it
apptropriate in other ways as well

"Apples _have often been a symbol of
education. The apple shape is easy to use
to decorate bulletin boards, worksheets
and notes to students or parents, f've
also used it as a symbol in my markina
syj_'-'at.em and in various other wavys," he
said.

Warkentin feele that an annual theme
helps to provide a class with continuity
from month to month and that it can also
help the teacher to build and maintain
goad relationships with students.

"This was especially true the year we
used a star theme," he said. "Obviously, |
could emphasize that each student is a
star. This vear, we could also build self
worth with a 'acod apple’ emphasis.”

. Warkentin feels that themes are
being increasingly used, especially by elem—

entary school teachers
~—
——
= | -0~

=

|

V.E.S. HAS 8 COMPUTERS

Uauxhall Elementary School now has
eight Apple | computers. Seven are kept
together as a computer center in the
library while the eighth is in the office.

Warkentin explained that his 21
students used mainly the seven in the
library, while he used the eighth for
editing and printing. "Most of the time, we
used a rotation system so that every
styddent got computer time every day," he
said.

Computers have been in the school
for about three vears. HWarkentin
reports that usage is increasing each
yvear as the sc 1 gets more software
and as teachers begin to recognize the

o]

THANK YOU,
MRS. WARKENTIN!

PARENT UOLUNTEER PAR EXCELLENCE

ONE PARENT VOLUNTEER
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

One parent volunteer made a oreat
contribution to the success of the Apple
Gang newspaper proJject, Applemaster
Warkentin said.

"l want publicly to thank my best
friend, companion and wife, Hertha, for
the great dedication and effort she gave
to this class over a period of severa
months_”

Mrs. Warkentin spent many hours
helping students to edit their work, to
print 1t out on paper, to layvout their
articles and graphics and finally to
photocopy the completed pages.

"I certainly learned to do word pro—
cessing," she said. "l think | came out of
there every day with square eye-balls"
As an experienced teacher herself, Mrs.
Harkentin was able to offer profess-ional
help together with a loving concern for
the students.

But Warkentin says that even non-
teaching parents can make important con-
tributions as volunteers.

. "Parent volunteers are helping out in
an increasing number of schools,” he said.
"The advantages are obvious: better com-—
munication, better relations, greater pro—

ress and’ achievement in the classroom.
on't think we could have accomplished this
project without her. " '

KRKR AR KRR AOH KRR KRR KRR AR AR AR KKKk

capabilities of computers and the unique
contribution that they can make to
teaching and learning.

"I noticed lately that the computer
schedule is getting rather crowded and
that it is not so easy any more to get .
computer time,” MWarkentin observed.  "This
is because of the new courseware_that
the school has purchased, especially in

he area of math.* fis vet, the school
has no plans to purchase more computers,
ghough discuss—ions on that subject have
egun.

‘It's only a matter of time," Warkentin
concluded. "Computers will make an ever—
increasing impact on life in our society and
on education in our schools.”

OooOoOO000000o000C000000000000000000000000000(
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TRIP TO TIMES GIVES
"AH—HAY" EXPERIENCE

Students in the Qpple Gang had a
very special learning ex?‘erlence when they
visifed the offices of the Taber Times,
their teacher reported.

“We went there after we had com-—
pleted our papers," Warkentin said. "What
struck us most was how we had made our
papers in much the same way as the pro-—
fessionals. That really helped the kids to
gee houw authentic their experience had

een.

Students saw journalists entering

information on computers and printing it
out. Then the editor of the UVauxha

THANK YOU
TABER TIMES

EDITOR DAVID BLY

VAUXHALL
ADVANCE

EDITOR DONNA CHEYNE

paper, Donna Chevne, showed them how to
do layout of pages.

"That especially was an eye-opener
for them because they had been doing the
very same thing with scissors and tape,"
Warkentin said.” “"Some educators stress
the importance of giving student adult
experience to impress them with its rele-
vance to the real world*

David Bly, editor of the Taber Times,
was familiar with the students' papers and
was able to give them a very knouledge—
able tour.

Bly also accepted two students to
work with him for a day to allow them to |
experience the life of an editor, Warkentin
said. “The total experience with the Times
was a strong confirmation for the kids."

-l

THE PRINT SHOP

BY BRODERBUND SOFTWARE

The Apple Gang expresses its ap—
preciation for this excellent araph-
ICS program and recommends it for
use in newspaper production.

STUDENTS REWARDED WITH
"GOLDEN APPLES"

Euet’g student in the Apple Gang was
awarded the "Golden Rpple" for neuspaper
prroduction, their teacher reported.

""We have a system of apple awards,”
Warkentin said, "and this is the highest
any student could get. | really believe
that these papers represent the best or
nearly the best from every student."

“t was hoping for a real aclden apple
from Apple Computers to add to my apple
collection,"” Warkentin said, "but | had to
settle for a picture of one."

NEWSPAPER PRODUCTION
PARTY CEL EBRATES
COMPLETION OF PROJECT

The Apple Gang celebrated the com-
pletion of their newspapers with a barbe-
que and party.

"We needed to reward ourselves in a
very special way," their teacher said. "He
a_l%o needed a few hours to finish the
Jo _u

Mr. Warkentin and his parent volun-
teer had photocopied the pages of all
papers in preparation for the party.

"One fFriday the kids all staved at
at school for the party,"” Warkentin said.
"They plaved aames while another parent
and a few students prepared the hambur—
gers."

After another special apple treat,
the students received their pile of pages,
I{t‘lhll(c:lhdhad to be collated into papers and

olded.

"Students had made arrangements to
buy one another's papers," Warkentin said,
"so this gave them an opportunity to
deliver them."

Harkentin said that he had used such
special celebrations in previous projects
and that he found them to be highly moti-
vating and exciting for the students. “|t
creates a strong and memorable ending
for an unforaetable experience.”
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g REVIEW

WHEN CAN COMPUTERS

The rapid onslaught of the microcom—
puter revolution has left many teachers
understandably confused about how they
might best put this new technology to use
in the classroom_ In an_article by the
above title in THEORY INTO PRACTICE, Autumn
1983, Alan Lesgold identifies abuses of
computers and makes the case for appli—-
ca%ordis for which he thinks they are best
suited.

Le=sgold proposes first of all that
computers be used to carry out RAPID
DIAGHNOSIS of learning. Rssuming acquisition
of adequate softuware and hardware an
assuning mastery of the process, teach-
ers should soon be able more accurately
and much more quickly to diagnose the
sources of student errors. This would
areatly enhance their ability to euvaluate

he effectiveness and efficiency of

learning activities and would enable them
to make changes much more quickly than
other methods of diagnosis. Related to
diagnosis is the need to tutor for the
diagnosed errors, and Lesgold discusses
current research into the creation of
effective computer—-based tutoring. Both
aﬁpllcat_;lons still have their limitations, but
this writer encourages to be alert to new
developments in this field of research.

Le=sgold proposes, secondly, that
computers be used to provide l
RESPONSE and ATTENTIONAL FOCUS.  If the
response time of students in various
learning situations can be accelerated,
then the efficiency of the activity can be
improved. If the response time is short—
ened, then student interest is more read-
ily maintained. A serious criticism of early
uses of computers was that responcse time
was too slow, the pace was too methodical
and the steps were often too small to
hold interest. Computers are undoubtedly
able to provide that needed response
more quickly and therefore hold student
interest more effectively than other
methods.

Lesgold progoses, t_,hird,]% that com—

Buters be used to grougde iMPROVED LAB-

RATORY EXPERIENCES. Since concrete
experiences contribute to effective
learning and since computers are able to
provide effective simulations of concrete
experiences, the writer contends that the
learning of students will be enhanced by
opportunities to encounter such experi-
ences vicariously by computer. Citing such
obstacles as the cost of_ providing the
real experiences universal g to students
the simple motor problems that fre uentiy
undermine the effectiveness of real lab—
oratory experiments, and the danger as-
sociated with some valuable laborator
activities, Lesgold demonstrates and illus—

AN

MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

trates from research that computers can
indeed contribute uniquely to improved
labor-atory experiences.

Lesgold proposes, fourthly, that
com uter?s be used to promote fIOMI?UTER
LITERACY. As society moves increasingly
into a technological ‘era, iNncreasing de—
mands will be made on studernts preparing
for entrance into that society to Qain
competence over that technoloay. o aain
this competence, they must cbuiously not
only be exposed to the use of computers
but they must also be prowvided with ex—

eriences that will lead to mastery over
ghis techrniology. Most important to edu-
cation are those experiences "that reveal
to children the structure of their oun
ideas as well as the structure of the
computer's proaram.” Althouagh he acknouw-—
ledges PROGRAMMING as a legitimate use of
computers, he avoids the eriror of making
this the "one and only" application and.
cautions against misadventures into "mind-
numbing discussion of bits, bytes, floppy
disks and peek instructions.

Lesgold proposes, finally, that compu-
ters be used to provide instruction and
oggortunntues_f“or_ practice in WORD PRO-
CESSING. He justifies this on the grounds
that it has the fotentlal for reducing the
tedium that is often involued in the pro-—,
cess of writing. Thus, the learning activi—
ties that require_ writing are made more
efficient, more effective and much more
highly moi’.nuatmg.to students. This has
been botne out in the experience of The
Apple Gang, as illustrated in this project.

One major curtrent application of com—
puters not mentioned by this writer is the
ra ldB/ _ﬁrown_? field of COMPUTER ASSISTED
INSTRUCTION. he advocates of the "every
student a programmer school" have been
quieted by a veritable flood of readymade,
often very aperopriate and relatively in—
expensive software. A major thrust is
needed now to assist teachers and admin—
istrators to make wise selections from
these thousarnds of programs rnow avail-
able to schools.

... Lesgold's article has contributed sig-
nificantly to a rationale and justification
of this computer project. It was one of
the first articles to influence me to con-—
sider- the implications of word processing
at the upper elementary level. Lesgold's
views have been corroborated by others
who have conducted research into the use
of computers in writing and composition
though to date there has been ver‘z ittle
work at the elementary level. The ple
Gang neuwsparer project illustrates that
Lesgold and others may be correct in
their views on computers in writing.

. 7 AL TTIIIEE: /
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INSTRUCTIONS 3

HOW DID THEY DO IT??

_ "The tools of the trade" rplaved an
imprortant role in making the newuspapers,
according
to student
accounts.

“We began
by writing
articles In
our daily
gractlce

ooks," one
writes. "We
wrote many
paragtraphs
and compo—
sitions."

Write

e took turns using e computers to
type our articles,"” they report. "This uas
atter several months of typing and key-
boarding practice. We spent time every
day in writing and typing and ever{one got

a turn.”
The teach-
2 er reports
that stu—
dents also
thgd in
their free
time.
learned to

pras=g) 1o |
do word

,_% processin

n on Apple !

Il SRprgRers
Wit

Type Honk St

Hriter.

After articles had been typed, stu—
dents spent time revising and editing. They
worked alone, together with others, and

with the
parent
= volunteer
o- or teach-
X 3 [ er.
—= — “Once
O- O- articles
’ ] are on
—1 Ll gﬂu disks, they
are eas
- o o- to recall
YITYIIT ~TYIIT and work
Revi di e Lcher
eac
J evise, edit e aned.
__

After articles had been edited by
both students and teachers, they were
grlnted- Most of this was done by adults,

ut students could easily do it too," their
t “We needed to save time,
and awvoid
the noise
so a lot of
it was done
outside of
school
time."

"Students
are very
pleased
when their
work gets

r'nu;ed "

arkentin
said.

eacher says.

[
.

. The pro-—
Ject tt.llas
grreatly

assisted w 5

by being
able to
use the
school
copiers,
the stu—,
dents said.

Minolt =

"We were

able to Reduction
use a lot

0F‘ our ar—t sgsss iillliiiiililliilllxxxl]l

wor-k and other graphics because we could
aluwavs enlarge or reduce them tog fit into
the spaces between our articles.”" Their
teacher had emphasized the mportance ot
a balance between text and graphics.
Students "y
said that
this stage 6

took a 1ot

Minolta

cutting,
taping, and
arranging
of material o
on eaci?:h Ll
page," ey
said. "We
sad.. e - ICut, tape, layout
a lot of .
black lines to sepa—-rate articles and to
put boxes around graphics." RAnother
challenge was to make sure that continued
articles would be finished somewhere else
and that pages were correctly numbered.

When all
21 papers
were com— ?
rlete, each Ny
was_ photo-—
copied, Mr.
Warkentin
explained.

“"Each
student
had taken
orders and
so we had
to make a — "
certain number of copies of each paper.”

TIrerrr el Lt Y Lt L

Copy, collate

Students received one co?‘y free but
thad to pay the school for the cost of

making copies for others, he said.

pray oy

(8) 2.

i )
T

The project
was completed on
schedule, lasting
from January to
Easter.

“What a great
day that was,"” Mr.
Warkentin recalls.
"Each student re-—
ceived a pile of
pages to collate,
fold and hand out
to customers. (111}
Some had ordered
copies far family
members and reT‘atuves-"

Obviously, morre than just kids and com-—
puters was involued in this project!
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SOURCES of’ INFLLUENCE

on the Vauxhall

Elementary School

Computer Prodgram
EDMONTO

CaLGAR

- MONTREAL

CaLIFORNIA MINNESQOTA

Inﬂuences on the development of the
computer program at Vauxhall Elementary
have originated in geographically
scatgere souwrces.

Montreal | ioe 7 the fugner of

" was invited to be a
specual lecturer" in_McGill University's
Summ 00] for Gifted, Creative and
Talented S ents. mong the parents of
his grade three s ents were two cou-
ples who had purchased Apple il c ters
for home use. One of those com ers
was broughté &the school, and Warkentin
a new ecﬁ

g:fg?esr';eedcl O %ogical tool
am, {090,
been desi pt-o km'e advantage of

unique cap the computer for the
benefit of young children.

a fortunate coin—
cidence, ool Division decide
to e advantage o{-‘ specnal overnmen

terms purchase ten "black le" co
ters for the ion, one perp'; "to

That san}e f-‘all,

delivered € ’ﬂou approval of a plan
oF implementa aarkentlns Montreal
erience, wth a variety of
luences ? his own back-
ound. al his interest in i

y a change, prompted to
secure ona computer for the school on
basis of a proposal that emphasuzed
Lo o and compuger literacy. During the
962 ?ol vear, he operated noon
our Logo ub for students in Qrades S
and 6 and he personally mastered word
processin spread sheet, utility
f-‘reebae Al programs which were
circulated among schools.

Lk
arkentin
Calgary | bhysenttboie i
computer system
'l:hlch pue'rlsui:i%ed him t% speng "l:l:ny extra
—instru mea.
bouggt the system in = ('?a 9. uhe.re he

also visited a pioneer co ne Program
at the Universic E ool
was e er {h femse: oant’:rocgrammng

and wth some early software. His
bro er-in—law, an engineer and computet
Programmer in Calgary, provided expert

consulting servcce in " the early stages of
harduare gnd softuare perusal and acqui—
sition. Attendance at fever?. com

i nd intro—

conf‘erencgs also stlm

o many of lncreas -

he rapid

QQUCPP ations of mcrocomputers n edu-—

A heavy influence on the develop—
ments at the school certainly oriainated in
California, home of the Apple Computer
Com%any aréd source

IS roducts._

Narkengcn spent many Ca]IFOPnIa
hours in study of the
documentation and the many manuals that
accompany computer products. Discuss-—
ions at seminars and conferences often
reflected this influence from the Silicon
Ualler both with respect to products and
developments in schools. His brother—in—-
lau, while on a visit to the south, brought
back the harduare for an 80 column dis—
Elay for a ll+ comguter, thus allouwing

arkentin at least to emulate the lle com—
ﬁuter which had come out just after he

ad bought the older li+. uring the next
vear, the school also purchased several
additional Apple computers.

The Gouernment of Alberta appointed

a Task Force_ on omEuters in Schools in
1981 and in 1983 its Report was delivered
to the schools. It mar ed the begnnncn
of a flurry of activity in Edmonton
the Department of Education al most rush—
ing to mplement ma_jor recommendations.
Many of these contirmed Warkentin's con—
viction that computers would be intro-—

duced rapidly and also
Edmonton

affirmed the school's
developing program.

Also in 1983 the Department of Edu-
cation through its Curriculum Branch
released materials to assicst teachers in
the rapid implementation of computers in
elementary schools. A Curriculum Guide
was supPplement by an implementation

uide and several proposed teaching units
hat were to facilitate and hasten the
computernzatnon of elementary education.

ificant moue by the Department
of Educ ion was its eemen En the
Minnesota ducatlona'l omputer Consortium
that provided a large llbrary of Apple
softuware at nominal prices. Warkentin and
many other educators made thelr first
large purchase of softuare rom he,

government. S gave man?J “a leg
up", especially into the realm o{-‘ Compute
Assisted Instruction.

tar roqgram there-— 1

tary program there- | Minnesota
ficantly from an

this was accelera the mcreasnng
number of purchases of‘ software from
publishers.

The Vauxhall Elemen—
emphasis on Logo %'ammung to CaAl,
ed
There uere other sources of iNnflu-

ence_as well :i'-; represented by various
geople and p\ﬁ» cations. By and large,

HaPRankin, € :
absence c;f-‘ ex erts, Le'thbl"‘ |dg
were left ind

their oun uay- They did this by expending
any hours in personal self—-instruction,
y Ccollaborating with fellow enthusiasts,
vy attending conf-‘erences and seminars,
in colleges and
arkentin did this whale
on Prof-‘essnonal Leave in the graduate
program of l"uuersity of Lethbri
a program that allowed him to desion
hree computer related pro-
cts. It also proved to be an oppor-
unity to svyn size, evaluate, and com
sidaer future alternatives.

and by formal stud
umversutles- This

garry out t




12 BACKGROUND

LOOKING
BACK...

Curricular
Ancestors of —~—]
the Apple Gang Project

The Apple Gang Personal Student
Newspaper Project of 1984-85 was a
culmination of a number of other projects
that the teacher had carried out in
Previous years.

Daily Journal

. Several vears ago, Warkentin had
decided to do something about the writing
pProgram. Students were not responding In
a positive uag to the traditional skills—
oriented textbook and workbook approach.

"The most important decision | made
was to have them write every day," he
said. "l believed then and
still do today that lack of
practice is one of two
ma.jor reasons for poor
writing. Lack of proper
instruction is the other."

When Warkentin set out
to develop his own uratm%
. proaram, he made the daily
Journal the main component.

. As_a would-be journalist and some-—
time writer freelance writer who has had
articles published, Warkentin was himself
accustomed to the rigors of composition.

. "I helped the students a lot with
ideas," he said. “tEach_ week we would con—
centrate on a genera)l approach or theme
and each student would develop articles

from personal autobiography.

Warkentin explained that, since they
were writing every day, the students got
five opportunities to practise a particu—
lar skill, such as outlining orr reporting,
many of them from the curriculum guide.
"We were amazed at how quickly they
learned to write good paragraphs and at
bouw positive they felt about it," he said.

Compositions

."Dai]g practice proved to be excellent
but it didnt lead a(g&uhere,“ Wa ntin
said. "l felt that stud-
ents could achieve much
in longer assignments.*

Once a weelk or every
two ueeks, the students
urote essays or composi-
tions.

Lt wasn't nearly as
dif ficult as manﬁ adults
seem to think," he ex—
tructure of the composi—

lained.
the structure of

"The
N is similar .
paragraph, differing mainly in deoree.”

Students learned to express them-
selves on many topics in different subject
areas, he said. Most of the time, topics
were selected by the teacher, but this is
one aspect of Jﬁe writing program that
Warkentin would change.

"'m realizing more and more how import-
ant it is for students to _have the pouwer
of choice, especially in self—-expression.
That's also confirmed in somg o e
research, such as that of Donald Graves,
who has done a lot with the process
approcach to writina.

Warkentin's program _has been based
quite closely on a detailed government
curriculum. "More student choice might
move us away from that a little,” he con-
cluded, "but the gains should be worth it.

Autobiographies

But even larger ueeklr‘
were not challenging enoug
Warkentin concluded, so he
organized seasonal special
projects.

“The most impressive
work that my students have
done," he said, "is to publish
their oun life story. They
urite it out in give - .
ters and publish it in a book uwhich they
have personally made, bound and illustra—
ted. It's an excellent memoir, especially
at the end of grade six when they're
about to launch out into junior high."

"Students worked hard at those )
books," Warkentin said, “and they and their
parents were certainly proud when they
wer-e finished.

assighments
L4

Newspapers

A most important pre—
decessor to the Apple
Gang papers was a set of
had written newuspapers
that Harkentin's students
uwrote two vears ago.

) “They wrote small,
first doing tHe whole, thing
in pencil and then in ink, .
so that we could photocopy them," he said.

] The idea for those papers came from
his own interest in journalism, he said.
They had included a variety of articles in
a rather mixed up fashion, not organiz
into departments.

“Students were s0 interested in
reading about one another that | decided
to refine and extend the idea, and this
was made easier by word processing.
Even | had no idea how large e
computer produced papers would be."

When the papers reached more than
20 pages in length, complete with many
articles and depa{,t,men s, all student
Produced, Warken Il‘{: and some universit.
classmates sensed that the entry would
win a prize. That it ultimately did was due

partly to these curricular predecessors.

TOooooOooooooooooooooooooooooooooocoooooon



COMPARISON 13
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"REAL"
NEWSPAPERS?

A Comparison
APPLE GANG

REAL
NEWSPAPERS NEWSPAPERS

CRITERIA

Newspaper banner on
top of front page «

Newspaper organized
in columns of text

Articles appear as
printed text

Graphics material
appears with text

Departments are
present and marked

Printed on both
sides of loose
folded sheets

Revesals information
gathering about
meaningful events

Many articles have
been written

Computers have
been used in word
Procesesing

Editing has been an
mportant part of
he process

Articles and graph-—
ics have been com—
ined in layout

Reduction and
enlargement have
been used

NN ARKKRRRRRK

Photocopying has
been useg 9

distributed and sold

N KN R KKRIRKRIR K

Papers have been 7

Contain_ local,
provincial, rational,
international neuws

o

8

Contain editorials
and interpretive
articles

Contain commentary
and opinion articles

Contain feature
stories and
intervieuws

<

Contain Folls and
surveys

<

Contain cartoons,
wit and wisdom and
humor

Contain letters,
tributes and
announcements

Contain ads, advice,
instructions, reviews

Written by many
writers working
together

NO

Integrate many
subgects into one
progject

0Ob jective. reveal

NN NKENENAMNKENWNRK

little about the NO
writers themselves

Build self esteem by

making personal NQ V

thinas newsworthy

Prgg:luc%rs . ha&e t
achieved significan
personal voices NO J

Papers represent a
creative and worth—

while personal NO
achievement

One of the criteria of relevant
curricula is that, as much as possible,
opportunities are provided for students
authentically to simulate real adult exper-
iences. Was that objective achieved in
the ﬁpgle (_?.:=mq7 Personal Student News-
paper Project™
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14 SURVEY
o

TRONGLY STRONGLY
SISQGR AGREE

You would rather
edit your own
work.

WHAT THEY SAD hard i order to [15]
QBOUT NR'TING gFTER Nritin% is important jfass
THE NEWSPAPER PROJECT  [ooatesrmines .

When it was all over, the teacher of You are confident
the f-‘cﬁple Gang students tried to find out about writing in
how the experience had affected them. In Junior high school.

one of the gte,lestionnanres, they expressed
their attitudes toward writina.

STRONGLY  STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE

STRONGLY  STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE

Good writers never
have to edit their
material.

Writing is one of
the worst things
about school.

Writing_ ts very
dif ficult to learn.

Word processing is
the best solution
to bad handuwriting

It is more interest i : :
ing to write than @E}E
to do exercises. rdib il

Your writing is
better than it
was last vear.

It is easier to pun—
cuate on compute
than on paper.

Computers make
writing more
interesting.

Thinking at the com:;x
guter— s harder _ [
han with a pencil.

It is hard to tell §
whether yvour writ—;
iNg is getting bette

Writing is one of
the most useful
skills in school.

Writing is easier
on computers.

Writing can be en-—
Joyable for both
uwriter and reader.

Writing on comput-—
ers makes better
copies.

Writing will be less
important because
of computers.

Most of vour mis—
takes result from
carelessness.

STRONGLY
OISAGREE ) The data reveals that word process-
eppReanooonnonoon: ing and the generation of persogonal ftud—
: ent neuwspapers had an overwhelmingly

positive eftect on the attitudes of the
students toward writing. Writing seaemed
to become more manageable and more plea—
sant and it seemed to be seen increasing—
Iy as an important part of academic pro—
oress and personal self—-expression.

Writing is exciting
when you have a
good idea.

You will need good
writing skills in
later grades.

Word processing :
can help you be- §i
come a good writer.

Editing is the

hardest part
about writing.
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SURVEY 15

DpOOOoOO00000000ooonoooooooooooodooodooooood
WHAT THEY SAID
ABOUT
WORD PROCESSING

Children have only recently
begun to use computers on a
reaular basis in school. Little
is knpown about the effects
that this technology is having
on students.

STRONGLY

STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE

It _is easier to thin 15
of ideas on com— §
puter than paper.

You could have
made as good a
paper by hand.

Computers are
scary things to
work with.

The ﬁgple Gana students
worked intensively onh compu-—
ters for a period of about
five months. When it was over,

Your parents are
pleased that you

what were their attitudes
toward word processing?

You are nouw
good at using
a computer.

Word processing
was hatrd to learn

Wotr-d processing
gives you neater
copies.

Other students
would like to use
computers too.

Word processing
is easier than
writing by hand.

You should be able
to use word pro-
cessing in Gr 7-9.

than on paper.

Composition by wor
Processing i

er than by hand.

It is easier to no-|i
tice errors on a i

You would do re—

orts by w.p. ra—-
gher than bpy Fnan

Word processin
will be importan
in later studies.

Word processing.
is more interestin
han writing on

fast—

{ STRONGLY STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE

are getting good
at computers.

STRONGLY

STRO
A

NGLY
GREE

All Gr 6's should
get as much com-
puter time as you

Computers have
made school motre

j interesting.

You would like to
use computers in &k
Jr & sr hish school

Typing ability is
tKg mgain roblem

with word process-—;
ing. :

STRONGLY STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE

Word processing
can be used in

many ways.

You would like to
learn motre about
word processing.

en writing skills.

Word processing
will probably weak l 7

Hord processing is
one of the bes o
wazs to use com—
puters.

.The Apple G?n
€ro.u_act, is one o 2
ensive uorg ﬁra'ocessm

newspaper

expe—
tha s been tried
with upper elementary stud-
ents. ata such as that on
this page reveals that the
experience is overuwhelmingly
regarded by the students as
manageable, feasible and
desirable, and many also cor-—
sidar word processing essen-—
tial to the tasks which they
accomplished in this project.
The data reveals that stud-
ents gained a great measure
of c?nf-‘adencg. in their neuwly
developed ability and its
relevance and utmt,z in later
studies and adult life.

riepces

he most in—
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SURVEY of
EDITING:

——— Easier with
Paper Computer

and _or and “
Pencil? Disk?

Students of the Apple Gang
make the comparison.
CHANGES MUCH EASIER KNGO  MUCH EASIER
IN MECHAMICS ON DIFFE—- N

O
PAFER RENCE COMPUTER

Adding Funcu-
ation

Deleting puncu- H
ation

Changina
spellings

Changin
forma

MECHANICS
SUBTOTALS

CHANGES
IN VOCABULARY

Changing
words

Adding
words

Deleting
words

UOCABUL ARY
SUBTOTALS

CHANGES
IN CONTENT &
DEVELOPMENT

Changing ideas

Chaor;_giirage aosrder

Adding ideas

o
PAPE

Deleting ideas

EONTENT AHD
DEVEL OPMENT
SUBTOTALS

= 1' =
el ¢
[ (]

ANGES MUCH EASIER  HNO  MUCH EASIER
CHANGE CH oibPE o

STRUC TUR ON - ]
AN ETVLE = PAPER  RENCE  COMPUTER

Changina
sentences

Adding
sentences

Deleting
sentences

Changing length, |
combining i

Shotrtenina
centences

Changing
sernitences

STRUCTURE
AND_STYLE
SUBTOTALS

SUMMARY MUCH EASIER _HNO _MUCH EASIER
FFE ON

ON DIFFE-
PAPER RENMCE COMPUTER

23525

] The question-—
naire required stu-—
dents to decide
which types of
changes are eacier
to do uith paper
and pencil and ,
which are easier to
do by word pro-—
cessing.

The data rewveals that grade six stu—
dents concluded overwhelmingly that all
tyvres of editina changes arée more easily
accomplished by mearns of word processing
than with pendl on paper.

Whether their satisfaction with
"clean® changes and resulting “clean” copwv
affected their choices or nat, this data
seems further support of the contention
that grade six students can not only
master word processing, but they can .
become comfortable with it to the point of
believing that microcomputer technology
reduces the tedium of writing correct-
ions and thereby increases
the pleasure of writing, self

=A
gtiizzc=z: 2

41

21|

pmpragmpel] ©

TOTALS

i ox | 3%

expression, and the
production of news-—
Parers.

o0 000000000000 000000000000000000000000000¢C
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WHAT THE
PARENTS
SAID

In a number of critical

ways, the Aprple Gang newus-—

parer_ project was an

experiment. Computers were new, the em—
Phasis on more writing was
neu, a{\dt the concerted

o

create news—
papers was
new. What did
the parents
think of al
this?

STRONGLY STRONGLY

DISAGREE

ter learn to use
computers.

Students in Gr 6
can master many
computer uses.

Com uters can
8 probably improve
writing ablh Y.

Computers have
made school more
intere g for
students.

STRONGLY STRONGLY
DISQGREE EE

Students can do
more with compu-—
ters than by h

in Gr 6
wlmm students
in Junior high.

Computers he
students to
bigger projects.

i

Projects are more
interesting than
xtbook exercises

STRONGLY
DIS

STRONGL Y
ISAGREE AGREE

PrOéects gaue :itu B0
s practica
experience.

ride in projects §
han in exercises. §

Projects have
B} stronger effects
on learning.

Projects can be
dgl'::gsby all sdti.u-
reg
of abilitye  Ceoe

STRONGL Y

STRONGLY
OISAGREE AGREE

Students must
learn to apply
their learning.

The newspaper
has helped stu-
dents to write.

You have been
surprised by what
your child can do.

You have been

concerned about
your child's writ-
N9 in later grades

STRONGLY STRONGLY
OISAGREE EE

ested in learning
about computers.

You have been im—
pressed by your
child's writing.

You would favor
similar projects
in later grades.

Your‘ child has
to work too

har‘ in this

project.

STRONGLY STRONGL Y
SAGREE AGREE

You hope your other
children will do pro—_[é}
Jects like this.

Word processing i
seens to make cor-—
rections easier.

The value of com-—
uter=s at this leve'l 12 E
as not been H
roven. :
esearch will show
that computers can

help students to [l

become better writer

degoree of consensus on the
issues.
vinced of the value of

computers in facilitating the learnmg oF

ﬁ All parents of

the 21 student*= in
= the Apple an%

responded to hlS

uestionnaire.
< ata reveals a hlgh

Parents are con—

students at t ?ﬁ
elementary level
also support
the use of
larae scale
projects to
give students
opportunity
to practise
their skills.

al=]a]=ls]a]lu]u]ul=l=lals]e]=]=]s]s]sjaja]ja]njujujuja]ajujujn]ujnjujujujajajujulu]u]
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THE_APPLE GANG
STUDENTS
REFLECT ON THE
PROJECT

After the rpapers were
finished, the students
commented on different
parts of the project.

HOW D0 YOU FEEL AROUT MF’ITINI_, YOUR QKN
NEHSPAPER ALL BY YOURSELF

It was really fun. | learned a lot about
writing paragraphs. It really helped me
learn how to type. It helped me learn
skills that | never knew | had. It made me
feel independent._ GRANT

WHAT WAS THE MOST CIIFFILULT PART IN
WRITING THIS NEWSPAPE

I think the most difficult part was the
advertisements and the tributes. SHANNON

WHAT KINDS OF WRITING HAUE YOU LEARRMED BY
DOING THIS PROJECT?

I have learned to write editorials and news
articles. | have also learned to write
what they said and an intervics. BRUCE

WHAT PARTS OF THE PROJECT DID YOU ENJOY
THE MOST?

[ especmlly like sortnng cut the articles
on different pages. | like to cu he
articles and l N with Jjokes. CHERIE

HHICH. AaRTICLES WERE THE MOST INTERESTING
TO WRITE?

The comments were the most mter‘estlng- I
have aluways been a news watcher and with
the comments it gives me a chance to ex-—
Press my opinions on it DANA

WHICH ARTICLES DO YOU MOST ENJOY IN OTHER
PEOFLES' PAPER

I enjoy the neuws articles.. . They tell about
dif ferent things that happened to that
person and interesting facts about égoe_{_n_'__

WHAT DO YOUR PARENTS THINK ABOUT THIST

My parents think that this is a good edu—

cation. They think | am learning mary
things. CH IC:TINQ

HOW DID YOU AND YOUR PAREMTS FEEL WHEM
YOUR ARTICLES APPEARED IMN THE ADUARNCE?

We were excited and we cut the article
out. It went with the papers from m
school years. JOLYNHE

WHAT HAUE YOU LEQRNED ABOUT COMPUTERS
BY DOING THIS PROJECT

How to use them, edit with them and how
to print things faster with less e'&'&?q'&?_’n

IN WHAT_ WAY MIGHT THIS PROJECT HELP YOU IN
THE FUTURE?

If you are going to be a reporter, you will’
already have made a neuwspaper. r if you

want to become a computer expert, ou
uill already know how to use a compg NE

WHICH ARTICLES IN YOUR PARFER DO YOU THINK

ARE YOUR BE T7

One of them is my Feature Story. It tells
about the @pple Theme in my class. The

= 1 on open area class—
232,?,';_' my editoria ren St hon

WHICH ARTICLES WOULD YOU IMPROUE IF YOU
HAD MORE TIMET

| would improve the Tributes because they
were done very fast. | would also have
made my pictures neater. OHANN

WHAT DO YOU ADMIRE IN OTHER PEOFLES'
PAFERST

| enjoved their pictures. They were ver:y
nice and some were funny. Kl

WHAT GOOD THINGS HARUE OTHERS SAID GBOUT
YOUR PAFERY

People comment on how long and good my
articles are. They say how they like m\y
drauings toc.

WHAT HAUE YOU LEARRNED ABOUT NEWSPAPERS
BY DOING THIS PROJECT?

| have learned that there are many dif-
ferent articles in a neuspaper. You need
lot=s of information. ONDA E

IF_YOU HAD ENOUGH PQPERS TO WHOM WOULD
YOU GIVE CORIES AND W

If t had enou%h papers, | would give them
to many peop would give them to my
grandparents, f-‘rlends, cousins, etc. |
uould %‘ e them one because | want to
show them what | can do. WiLLIAaM

WHY MIGHT THIS PAFPER BE UALUABLE ENOUGH
TO KEEP FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE?

It will be valyable because | want m?*o kids

t ee it. AlIso, it will be neat to
back at. TRTANNA

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE HARD WORK YOU
HAD TO OO TO GET IT FINISHED?T

| feel that it was worth the hard work. It
was fun to learn the new skill of making a
newsparer. It was even very anterestlnio

DO YOU THINK THAT_QOTHER STUDENTS WOULD
HAVE LIKED TO DO THIS PROJECT?

They would have like it bec?use we got to
work at computers a lot. hey were wait—
ing to get papers. RHONDA F

Many ople say we are lucky to be doing
this pF:'eoJth. Y TUYET

WHAT HAS BEEN THE BEST
THING ABOUT THIS PROJECT?

The computers. MARK, etc
Making newspapers.

Writing articles

Qrganizing the pages.
Doing a big project.
Getting it done and know-
ing you have done well.
The fun we had! OTHERS

FEE=l=l=]=l=]=[=]=f=]=]=]=[=]=]s]=] =] =] =] =] u] =] a] =] =] =] a]=]a]u]u]aja]a]jaju]a]u]=]
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THE EXPERTS SPEAK OUT:
Dr. Garnet Millar, Ph.D.

ALBERTA EDUCATION, LETHBRIDGE

D0 YOU FEEL THAT THIS WAS A WORTHWHILE
PROJECT FOR GRADE 67

Yes. The significant as—
gect of this project is

he opgortunlt{.}/ it af-
fords to APFLY language
arts skills in a meaning—
ful context.

DID THE STUDENTS GET A
FEEL FOR JOURNALISM?

- . This project provided
the students with an opportunity to be-
come auare of the various aspects of a
newspaper. it invalued not only writin
ability but the ability to elicit and isolate
salient components of a story.

HOW WOULD_ YOU RATE THE NEWSPAPERS IN
TERMS OF THEIR EDUCATIONAL UVALUE?

The main benefit in my opinion is that
schgol experiences can be meaningfully
apglted to the life of the students in and
out of the school building.

DO yOUlI SEE ANY MERIT IN DIFFERENTIATING
INSTRUCTION AND ACCOMMODATING STUDENT
DIFFERENCES IN THIS WAY?

Indeed! This approach uwill accommodate
various levels of ability and motivation. In
addition, various talenfs are given a
chance to shine through various aspects
of the neuspaper.

WHAT FACTORS TGO YOU THINK MIGHT HAVE
gggIE:LB_IUJED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE

The teacher has to be expert in comput-
er usage — word processing — and be
uwilling to deviate from traditional method-
o]og?’- The sugport of the principal is
vital to allow for this type of prodject.
The teacher has to plan well in advance.

WOULD YOU HAVE ANY ADUVICE FOR SOMEONE
PLANNING SUCH A PROJECT?

A guidebook might be develorped indicating
some important steps in preparing the
students for such a project.

00 YOU BELIEVE THAT SUCH A PROJECT CaN
BE JUSTIFIED TO EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES?

The Alberta Program of Studies for Lang-—
yage Arts (1982) states clearly that
language arts skills should be applied,
reintorced and extended by teachers of
all subjects.” It is obvious that the pro-
Ject contributes to this overall goal. The
writing objectives of Alberta Education
are reflected in the project.

D0 YOU HAVE ANY QTHER THOUGHTS THAT
MIGHT BE HELPFUL _TO SOMEONE CONTEMPLA—
TING SUCH A PROJECT?

I think criteria need to be developed to
measure the technical aspects of word
Processing and their creative apelication

N a written assignment.

Mary L. Miller

WORD PROCESSING
EXPERT, Heuw ‘o k

| feel that the pro—
Ject was extremely im-—
portant because you

rovided students with
ghe oprortunity to
deuelc,f- extensive writ—
ina skills and at the
same time they learned
how to use & word

__processor which i=s a

very important skill in our societ:y.

From reading your newspapers, it would
seem that yvour students have obtained a
feel for journalism as well as many areas
of publishing. Interviewing peorle for art-—
icles and meeting deadlines are twoc ver:y
real areas that journalists face every

day.

The Apple Gang newspapers contained al

of the areas that one would normally read
in a newspaper. The layout also impressed
me as being very much like a reaular newus—
paper and that must have involved a neuw
area of_learning that the studerits had
not explored.

From my perspective, the main benefit of
this project was that you provided your
students with an interesting way to deve-
lop written communication skills.

Since you used a word processor to com-—
Plete vour neuwspapers, equity was creat-—
ed among your studants. Had students
used a pencil to produce the final pro-
Ject, several things might have occurtred
with Kour r'esourc? room students:

- might have totally given up because of
the length of the motor task )

— might have_ been unuilling to edit their
work, resulting in poor, unoraanized
expression of ideas

= final copy might =still include cross-outs
and erasures and therefore be very
obvious as to the level of the student
producing the work

Sometimes pairing up gifted and resource
room students has a areat benefit. Re—
source room students probably need the
word processing more than anyone. It
should be used as soogn as a student is
able to express himself using written
language. |t is a tool that will improve
writina skills.

The neuspapers combined with the word
rocessor uwere the togls that you se-
ected to teach the skills required. |
think the agﬁroach was refreshing and
unique and at the students still mas—
tered the ob.iectives, probably in a much
more enjoyable manner.

The use of the softuware package Hews—
room would still develop students' writing
skills. However, it includes ararhic and
layout features that might assist the
eroject. Do you have writing samples from
the students prior to the project? Also,
it would be interesting to do a readability
level on the writing.

The two key factors tha%_'l see as contri—
buting to success were the teacher's en-
thusiasm and use of the word processor.
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BEING THE OLDEST

Being the oldest is more
than a problem to me sometimes.
It sometimes is a very confusing
life. But having only a sister is
even worse.

Being the oldest gives me
many aduvantages at home. | can
watch some hockey games that
last past my bedtime. et to
flo motre things, like mow the
awn.

| once was with my sister
and dad in the shop, gnd | got 2
to do most of the things. g -
ggddgggg to her, "Do vou want something

She said. "“Yea, surel"

"Okay
radio an

. But that isn't the only
time it was an advantage
for me. | can ?‘et away with
more if | try. hen I'm at
home, | can do most_any-—
thing. Once in a while, | can
be bossy. | don't think I'm
spoiled, even if evaryone
says | am.

ANl of these advanta-—
es lead to disadvantages
oo_ Sisters never uant to

p]az football or baseball. My
) sister aluays has to do the
same thino | do. One night | went out to
ride our go-cart, to relax and have fun.
But five minutes later, she comes out,
waiting for me to get off. -

| said to her, "What do vou want?™

o listen to the
ind out the time."

She replied, "I want a turn!

So | ignored her and took off some-—
where quiet. But soon | had to give her a
turn, to be nice. But then after five
minutes, she stops and says, "I'm tied™

. Sometimes a sister can be real nag-—-
Qing.

Being the oldest has its_disadvanta-
ges and advantages. But | will always be
he oldest in my family and | like it.

SCOTT'S

SPOT

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

FOOTBALL RADIOS

think that radios should be put in

|
I the players. The
football helmets to help . They could

radios would be handy them.

tell the
other
plavers

what plays
to play.
The cocach
can tell

them what
to do too.
They might
talk to
each
cther faor
fun during
timeout.

BAD MEMORY

Scott has a bad memory from uhen he
was nine. He had an unexperienced suim at
the deep end of the pool Jjust after his
friend asked if he could swim. Dana want-
ed to 9o to the deep end so Scott went
along._ But ' A
when Scott

umped in,

e started
squirming
and splash—
ing water.
The life.
guard dived
in d :

an .
brought him
aout. Dana
didn't jump in at all
side, tr{lng to helg Scot
was pretty lucky th

He .just sat on the
to shore. It
tty at the life guard
saved his life, or he could havd drouned.

BOY MAKES NEW BOX

, . Scott succeeded in
gl making a new box while
< out in his father's shop.
His dad_was doing some-
thing else.

. He made a front
suwinging door_that was
pretty big. The box was
made Just of scraps of
Junk and old wood. It was
made of wood that look-
ed okay and an old hand-

But it had hinges that

dle for the door.
were neuwl.

. Scott likes building with almost any-
thing that isn't needed around the shop.
He enjoved making the box that now con-
tains his Junk, pencils, erasers and choco—

lates. L ERS

1 like the' ictures in yvour parper. The
are terrificl ¥ pap SHEEDON

You picked some very good topics for
YOour newspaper. JOHANN

Your frticle "Pothole City" was enjoyable.
'm in favor of paving the streets O._

ut aren't you afraid of how much it will
cost? Taxes could go sky high. DANA

OOo00000000ooo0000000000000000000000000C00000C
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CAT MAULS GIRL

On the first five days of Januar
Kyla Skretting was attacﬁed.by Gr'i;:esn:'
(her cat) when she was rubbing his stom-

ach.

Grover got
hyperr and start-
ed biting and
clawing her hand.
Kyla's hand is now
itchy and has 24
scratches on it

Even though
her cat is cute
and cuddly, he

ets hyper

urts people: ) .
When he does this, he rolls over on his
back and starts clauwing and biting peoples'
fingers and hands.

"My Mom always says that if he does
that again, she ‘Eﬁ'u make him very sorry,"
Kyla said.

GIRL FALLS OFF TRAMP

Kyla Skretting fell off the neighbor's
tramgiohne when she was 8 years of age.
She hit her head on the metal part of the
suing set. Her head had a bump at least
half an inch high.

Kyla was Jjumpi uite high when she
lost her balance a23, %e'ing n'garutﬁe edge,
she fell backuwards. Her head was hurt
and she o put ice on it so the suwell-
s tuocdlg lk?l?g dggn. K{la hadbgr'eat d"-fﬁ_
head hurt so much. se because her

She has been more careful about
%:Rat she has been doing on the trampo-—

"~ MORE TRAINS

There are going to be more trains in
Canada, but hardly any people take trains
anymore. Trains cost a_lot and they're
never on time anyway. They are going to
cost millions. If these trains dont get
ggch business, then there goes millions of

llars down the drain. The trains better
work this time.

 KYLA'S

KLIPPINGS

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER Y
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NOT ENOUGH PRIVACY

. At home | think that | should get more
Privacy.

Dawn, my sister, always barges in on
me and starts a fight. e doesn't care
what I'm doing, she Jjust walks in on me. She
doesn't stay out of my room when m
friends come over either. Dawn is aluways
in my room.

. It's not that | don't like her or any-—
thing, because | really do. In the morning
she comes in to see if her clothes look
okay. | don't mind her in my room but |
would like her to knock.

She is a]u%ys coming into my room and
and turning of f my radio when one of my
favorite songs is on — | can't stand that.
She also comes douwnstairs and turns on |
my light, comes over to my bed and asks if
| am awake. When | am doing my hometiork
someone is aluays looking over my shoulder
to see what | am doing. There is abso—
lutely no place in_our house that is pri—
vate except the B-room.

I think that | would like to get moved
upstairs where there is more privacy.
wouldn't have to sleep in the same part of
the house as my sister. My sister would
not be able to barge in on me either.
There wouldn't be a light shinino in my eves
when I'm tryving to sleep. She wouldnt be
able to turn off my radio when I'm listen—
ing to my radio.

DEAR EDITOR OF KYLA'S KLIPPINGS:

Your paper has very good titles.
They uill sure attract peoples' atten-
tion. Sometime you should be more
careful with felt pens. You are
making marks through the writing

which makes it hard to read. The

story about being the youngest is
very funny. Your stories are all
put in @ good order. On the black
felt {:en where crou mucked up you
should use liquid paper. Sometimes
the stories vou print_are too short.
Your paper was very interesting to

me- Cherie, Christina, Tuyet

MINI MINI
BASKETBALL

| think_that |

there should be mini
mini basketball_for
sthort people. The
tall kids usually
block my way so that
| can't pass. Most of
the kids never pass
to me because | am
short. The mini
bascketball team they
have now has a lot
of tall kids on it and
Lcen't _cl_nﬁke an bf'ds-

ets. ere shou
be only short kids.
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STOP _MAKING

OUR
M FAVORITE
e o RES TAURANT

ar_\g_ the USSR should stop The place where
MEKINg More weapons. my family likes to eat most is the Golden
Bridge. The food_that they serve is just

They should stop so nobody will get . e = /
killed. lg they use tﬁose ueapo}l‘:\s, inr?o— mouth watering. The building is nice and
cent peorle uwill get killed, and even on bu%:. The prices aren't expensive like some
purpose. If they don't stop making wea- other restaurants. Golden Bridge has

ons like the Cruise missile, in_the .future very good service for everyone. If you
hey will be used and the world's popula— look at the plates, knives, forks, cups,
tion will be very low. This is like letting etc., vou can see that it 1= hot water
two guys come out of a store and kill you. clean. | think this place i€ a very nice

. _ , . place to eat.
should Bnd desti-6y an thase esrons. - BUILD THREE RIVERS DaM

{ think the Three Rivers Dam is a aood
thing to have. It is ?ood because there ic
irrigation for several vears. Some far-
mers mlglht run out of water if the dam
isn‘'t built. The dam could make people
come to the dam for water sports. Other
peoEle might come for the beauty of the
pParks. is dam creates a lot of jobs

RICHARD'S B 39 hebduzeeeh e Abars it

HOW TO MAKE
AND KEEP FRIENDS

Some people don't know how to have
friends, sge| &ll t.e%l ¥ou houw. '%irst. you

REVENGE

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPERE

should ng over to a friend and greet him
kindly.  Talk_to him with _argfthmg kind on
BOY GETS ACHEVEMENT  ygur find ,Be honest, kind 2nd caring with

- z;grtgmher}d. h_lf‘ he €r ﬁRe :shln_tr'lo%g]e,

., e im - en he is lo »

A ten year old boy named Richard play and comfort him. Try to be helpfal

g(a:h%%té%lgn gta%ng of his mosjéouanted € o your friend. Be patient and con-—

Cothbridse in 1964, PING pON9 urnament in f—‘r%{;?xed%_ That is how to make and keep

Richard won it by winning Ten Y
Olds and Under Games. He cgame grf?ta lFartd
a

got a me for it.
PING PONG

wer “Ihe ambejt {
e tough,
CHAMPION

10 and

had practised a
under

MORE
CARNIVALS
y / h {dtgink there
’ garo'giualse irn\‘o;ce ool.

Children_ need the
entertainment. With

lot," Richard said.

Then
in 15 Year %dhs‘.eggd

came in fourth ' th
but he never got a medal ﬁ:crttgol ma#es] r's can buytgghmo%?egu h‘?eif"d
. . . e s i 3 s
¢ Richard had been playlng Ptne, pon?, might likg ggh oﬁsbggggr‘.:ar‘-r?{\é’a;schoof cc'vuld
or, gne and a half yvears. Sometimes he get more children mouve here because
had homeuwork so he could not practise. oa he ar-nivals‘a b?‘-e calli'ni%als can ba"{e.‘_‘
. . . Mes cou e really fun. think
sot 5'%2‘372 starteq playing when his dad ‘%'urs; eﬁgf\ool had carnivals people uouldr like
At the tournament, Richard's father
and brother both oot first place medals. DEAR EDITOR OF RICHARD'S REVENGE:
Richard's brother was also supposed Ri » i '
to get a]second, but they ran oug of neuspg:hearr:d %’hR: %?ggfr'ess aa:-.r'ee ):"ceeaqf;‘ t
second place medals. %%Od'Th hedstqgi‘ejs are real inter'est'.%—
Ri “lduish J had other times like this one,* too loneyangntheyraa?':nqg-toc?e oar'rEnTHs
ichard said. is pretty well the bast neuwspaper | have
ever read.
That was an achievement he will re— Grant

member for a long time.

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
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PEOPLE EAT WITH THEIR GIRL
MOUTH BREAKS
OPEN WRIST

it bugs . Kimberly
me a_lot when Wright was
People eat sleighing four
ulth their vyears ago when
ouths open. she was in grade
Ny httle cou- two. When she
sin- doeas it was s'le@hunga her

and it sounds wrist bent

aros My the wrong way and broke.

uncle's uhole

family does. Her parents had to rush her to the

Whenever he hospital. They took her in around 10 in
eats with his mouth open, my mom vells at the morning. She was released the next
him. Also it looks very bad with all this dayv.
cheuwed up food in his mouth. UWhenever he
comes to our house, he gets velled at so The thing that caused it was aoing
much for domg that. When my uncles fam—- down the hill too fast. She wolunteered
ily comes, they don t, because th e?'/ nou it to 90 down to see if it was safe. |t
makes my Mo me very mad en we're uwasn't for her. Kimberl F\: never had any-—
not around l;he at day except for

A i b= JB0 { smat;l:‘a?: k‘o:'lolé r'l" we 9o ﬁhl{\Q rt.:g elat or drink t
shove food into thear mouth and i loozs ot chocolate.

Shats wrong with GIRL SKATES
them all 20m IN
RECORD TIME

AN idea to make
them stop is to tell

Kimberly Wright
beat her sister

them not to smack
their
Deidre and her cou-

or eat with

mMou oren
in Sheldon Pickett

skating on the

they're eating.
rights' home on j’anuar‘y 2.

st ,
them not to smack when they eat. But

when [ tell my little cousin, h "No.

He is the ong who thg rl!;rag §§E§’ e Kimber] skgted 20m in 3 seconds,
acts so l‘?.e eldre did i gec Nds, {E_‘:hglgﬁ_’n ?alggem
Whenever seconds. Deidr Jus r
smac&g. we can han Sheldon. Kim J%ast about did it in 4,
tell‘thm I'ée but she never.

eat any-—
:':lg?e- Tha 5.11 , ldon_had played hockey when he
r-obably P was little. Deidre had s at.lng lessons, but
ﬁc om eating ot very many. im aken any
essons.

“pﬁ.t bis fva o GIRL LOST IN Z00
ge]r %?e can

him a the A year ago, Robyn Wright got lost in

1 e & th %h Stan‘ley Park in Vancouver, B.C.
ever y
f_:en? ynt‘aeua will th?" tl?ea ap."\"ou'lr mou Her family was looking all over. They

hey do and how we can stop em- were at the monkeys and then left t go
to the ducks. e ao
lost at the monkeys.

of her_ sisters
¥a|d, "Nhere is Robyn?"
hey looked all over for

er. never f’ound
obyn, bu% obyn found
th She uas velling at

them. ut heg never
theard h en one of

KIM'S

e gty X

went home. They were so
glad they found her.

AR EDITOR' like your paper and agree

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPRPER

tl"u r‘tic e a out reop'le eating uwith
en. gross and
shous bad e manners Disqusting. KYLA
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ACID RAIN

think acud rain is bad. The US.A.

should use fr hungs such as solar en—
ergy lnstead of wood and coal. Lots of
lakes around the Great Lakes are dead
because of acid rain. The US.A. should
control ac1d rain because they are run-—
rnn% out of water in some places and want

uy water from Canada. The acid rain
is killing many E‘lants and animals, especial—-
ly fish. think the U.S_A. shouid do some-
thing about acid rain.

HUNTERS—STAY AlAY!

| don't think hunters should be allow-—

ed on other peoples' land. People miaoht
S, iR o STeS, becaies of Funeers WORKING IN THE BARN
Lots of hunters shoot ducks and geese

WILLIAM'S
WRAP-UP

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

and leave them In our family we have to work in the
ﬁhege- quts of barn.
unters leave
= vehicles in the have to do more uwork than all of my
vard and they br'other's and | have to do dirtier .jobs
et in the way. and harder jobs. One day | had to work in
ome hunters the barns from 9 to 3 and from 4 to 3.
dig holes and The barns are hot inside, and in the uwin—
don't close ter when it's cold outside, | walk out to
them, and in the barn and by the time |_get to the
ring t house, my hair is frozen. The barns have
ﬁee Is almost. fog in the alleyways and | can't see where
break oFtF the I'niu gon"\g [ sguash g\hto pe'ns agdai‘:_.r; 2?-d
— equipment. slip. In one barn ere is mu
= I i hag dust., another has all of these. Some—
= | do not times the feeding syst ms on't u K, sO |
——%, like hunters. have to feed the pigs by hand. ere are
flies all over the place. Pig s are
ARMS TALKS dr¥y el
ces to ” “
work in.
On September 239, Gromyko and Schultz
met to discuss arms control. | think it It would
a very good idea for two countries t,hat be better
are enemes of each other to meet and if we kept
talk together. | don't think they will be— the barns
come friends right auwa They might not cleaner_
"even become friends. In even one hour-, One ad-
they can talk lots, not to say sometimes vantage > [||ll
they talk e to scven hours.” Feople 5 ha e Tt nlll l
don't live long but people can talk lots in there “"””l i
a lifetime. Talking is better than not would be
talking when the world wants peace. | hardly any flies. There would be less mud
think the arms talks will continue. on the floors. It wouldn't stink as much i

it was clean. It would also be easier to
see. A disadvantage is that it would take

CANADIAN ASTRONAUT £og, much Time "l bould alSo oqt ity

keeping the barns cl ood idea.
Marc Garneau of Canada went up ping Clean is a 9

space on October 5. | rsonally thmk it

i good to have Canadia';eastronau ts go MILL'ON DOLLQR DREQM

o Qo gpgce g:cause {S nada- to Wil had d t h £

a good idea cause have illiam had a dream ome a fewuw
rely on the US so Muc H‘? _S.A. months ago. He dreamta at he was the
uon't have to do anadmn experments. it one who won the $14.6 ml on lottery. He
gets Canada involved in

adian astronauts might Flnﬁ omethl

N
that may affect the whole world, f?hink
Canada uill become more involved in space.

s. Can-— was taking the E home and was at-
%acked From bel v two masked n.
hecr didn't find he money because was
en in_the seats. He was brought to
the hospital and had his leg put in a

brace.
DEAR WRAPUP EDITOR: Your article on
classroom walls km me. No one throws He got hcs mone{ home sa{-‘ely- The
notes over th? . aybe erasers, first thing he was a large safe.
rapes, pencil eads, but no notes. Say He bought a new house, truck, motor home

e note was ‘_t"t{ Nobody would take and car. He gave two million to his mom

e chance of hitting the teacher's and dad, two million to his uife's mowl_l
desk. Get the facts DANA dad, and three million to hls sons. e sald

later, "I was lucky to win®

a=]=]=]sls]s]a]s]s]s]=]a]aja]sja]slajajuju]ajajajujajaja]ju]a]aju]jajuja]n]a]ju]n]ju]a]
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INTERVIEW WITH MS JONES

TT: | am intervieuwing
Ms. Jones because
| ike her for many
reasons. is a nice
person helps peo-
ple and is not hard on
us. Thie is hat | acsked
her. When did you
start teaching gym- -7
nastics?

MJ: | started teaching
vm in 1974 in Medicine
aat College.

TT: Why did you want
to teach gym

MJ: | have aluays enjoved P.E. and ! -
ed to see I);: t could help other kh:gg.t'

TT: Do you think that the kids you teach
behave well?

MJ: | think that most of the students
behave well

Il

TT: Does vour family like
teacher for a mother?

MJ: Sometimes my little
oirl wants me to
stay home.

TT: ?gat glc{; y%u have
e a ]
teagﬁer? oy

MJ: Bachelor of Physi—
cal Education and a beaching certof‘i—
cate, not even a whistle!

TT: Wer asti when
uer'e ttlee‘?ver in gysn = you

MJ: No, but in university, and it was hard.
TT: When did you get involuved in gym?

aving a gym

MJ: | got involued in Junior High.
TT: What age group did you first teach?
MJ: College

studgnts-

TT: This is what |

found out

from Ms_

Jones._

Tattianna got injured two years ago
at Km‘ -
ens anf:l ?"gllhgxsgarbes cf uir“ag. chasing chick

n nd she
shoued WB'REY I3 ot B e

» . n
youn er scss;at.ers) r‘azeunto t:hec“?y house to

henr- ?lder- sasters, rcy and

e orahy ut her in their car and
started to geoy t'?a Taber.

She had been chasnng a chicken over

clu
barbmp of 9r-

ﬁwen he uent

r the grass was
to Jump on

the chlcken, she fell on the uire.

oooooOoOooooOo0ooonopooooo000000000000000000001

NO PARTY

One of my main
Broblems is not
lng able to have
a party.

The main rea—
son i that I'm tcoo
young. Another
reason is that my
brother has a
heart defect and
he has to go to
Toronto for an
operation. Another
reason is one of
mg sisters bosses everyone around. The

her sister is too little to have around
in a party. My mom wouldn't let me have
a party because | wouldn't clean it up and
it would cost too much.

My friends get partnes and | get ln-
vited. | go to have a par |y and m
ents get mad. They think m a little kld
but if my friends are old enough, so am n
Parties are fun and excutmg-

GIRLS MAKE TOOL HOLDER

Tattianna and _her cousin Deidre made
a tool holder for Deidre's father some
time last summer.

They made it out of wood and nails
and a tree. They took qepiece of wood
out 50 cm long and nailed it to a tree.
Then they put in more nails to hold tools.
hey went to an—
other tree and nailed a
piece of n d to each
side of the trunk.
put in two nails to fas t—
en it. hey also put |n
mor-e nails forr coathang—
ers. They did this so
the{ could put their
s on the side auway
rom the wind.

Tattianna and Deidre
liked makmg thl s out
of wood for Deidre's
father and for them-—
selves.

“The thingsg we made
are still there Tattian-
na said with satisfaction.

TATTIANNA'S
TITANIC

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER




43 STUDENT WRITING

FEEEEEFEEEEEEFEFEEEEE == = ==l ===l = == =) = a =] a]

BOY REMEMBERS ADOPTION

Ronald's goad memory is when he was
adorted five and a half wvears ago.

Ronald was not allowed to buy many
thinas at his foster home in Calaary. But
wher his birthday came, he qot carne
prezent.

' was bored all the tinme at the fos-
ter home," said Roral " ht:r: { went to
school, lt was okay because | made lots of
friends."

Now Ronald has a real mom and dad
who adopted him, his brother and his =sis—
ter. Ronald's parents asked for three
kids and the people at the foster intro—
duced them one day at the zoo.

They had fun at the zoo. They stay-—
ed thetre for hours and then went out
for supper. They talked about adoption
for a long time.

Until that time, Ronald never knew
that he had a sister. "Ils she My real sis—
ter?" he asked, and they said, 'Yes, she
i) He was alad when they met aqain in
theirr new home.

"Now | am here and | love it because
not | have a real! family."

OEAR DISPATCH EDITOR:

You have some very

ocd paragrarhs in
your paper. You could improve your
ictures a little more. You have at
eaast one picture on every page, which
makes it more interesting. | think that
vyou have some qQood titles for your
articles. You also have some interest—
ing stories. Keep up the gaod uoHr‘nkt"l“

McDONALD'S

My fFamily likes to go to KMcbDonald's
because they have good food. The ser—
vice is very fast at times when they are
not busy. The restaurant is always clean.

0Oad said, "l enjoy McOonald's because
it is cheap and there aluayc is something
new, like chicken McNuggets."

The rest of the family agreed. So
take my

! advice. Try
‘,. McDonald's.
s You will
»robably
@ ike it a<
guch as we

o.

RONALD'S
DESPATCH

| PRIZE WINNING NEWSFAFER

KID COLLIDES WITH VAN
Rormald had an accident when he was 11

years old. Rt Thorsby, Alberta, he ran
into a van mirror when his cousin chased

him

" He had to get sewen stitches on_his
forehead. Ronald =till has the scar from
the stitches being too tight. His mom =aid,

"When
Ronald
arous up
fie will
have to
ao for
plastic
surgery.”

TOO SHORT

| wish | was not so short
so | wouldn't have to ask my
sister to get me something
llke a alass, for example. [t's
?_" tco hlgf- for me to reach.
ould carry a stool every—
uher’e go. ten when | need
somethlng and
too hig
will not haue to
wait for my sis—
ter to come
and get it down
far me. That is
tow | could
beat the prob-
lem of‘ bemg

RECESS ACTIVITIES

| think that there should be more
noonticur activities. If we had outside
activities, crafts or noonhour sports,
then there would be less running around
the school. We could have the Playroom
for activities and use the Science Room
for games like Trivia. We cou'ld have a
group reading in the library. We would
need a chart to let kids know what to do.

Keep rotating so that everyone has
some—
thin
do a
noon—
Four_

wlsl=[=l=[=]=[=]=]=]=]=]=]=]=f=]s]=]e]u]u]n]=]=]=]u]=}ja]uju)juju]a]ajuja]ajujufu]=}
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GIRL THROWN OFF HORSE

On June 27, 1984, at Ron Friesen's
farm, Rhonda Frlﬁsen was throuwn off her
orse._

. She only hurt her leg
a little so she didn't have
to 90 to the hospital.
She got help from her Mom
and got back on the
horse right after the
accident.

Her Mom worked on
the horse for awhile to
teach him not to buck.
Rhonda has been taking
him to shouws and he has
not bucked again.

MOTHER GETS BLACK EYE

. Rhonda Friesen was a uwitness to an
accident October 14. A horse threw back
tggr gead and hit Rhonda's mother Kathy in

e face.

The accident was
caused by the horse
spooking. Kathy had a
black eve for about

hree weeks. The horse
was spooked when a cow
Jumped over a sprinkler
pipe. The cou.‘,g;_t the
pipe and the se got
scared from the sound.

S

RHONDA'S COUSIN DROWNS

In January of 1984, Gene Forchuk
drowned uhile ice fishing is southern Al-
rta. The accident was caused when
their truck broke through the ice. Al

five of his friends escaped and uwer

rusheg to
[
-

the hospital.
It was
bruise on his forehead.
JThe funeral was held in Vauxhall

thouaht he
might have
drouned be-—
cause he .
was uncon-—
scious. They
found a big

about a week after the accident. There
were many people at the fuperal. Eugene
was Rh s first cousin. is sadly

d
missed %; is family and friends.

CHEATING

. Cheating on yvour school work is a bad
thing to do.” It csc;uld even lead to failing
a grade. In some universities they have a

al gn reople who cheat_ { thin thaii is

ood. If a person has his name on this list,

de Won't be able to find a Jjob.

Ry st chesters woriing Sor' them
= versity, don

name on that list. Y

BEING THE
MIDDLE CHILD

. Bein? a middle child
is not all what you think
it is but sometimes it is
not all that bad.

There are lots of
ag:iv?ntages of being a
middle child. Because |
am one of the older children, | get to do
more than my younger sisters. Like, | get
to go places more often. | can stay up
later. The best cone is that | get to have
friends over.

| am reall% %lad that { am not old
enough to go baby sitting yet. | have
gone_ to babysit with my older sister a
couple of times. She uyanted me to change
the diaper, but | totally refused to go
near the dirty stuff.

I am glad that | have two younger sis—
ters so | can boss it twirps a—
round. (t is kind of fun, but | always get

in trouble. .

A disadvan-—
tage is that
mr older sister
aluways bosses
me around. Like
right now she
has a sore arm
and she makes
us her slaves.

; One thing
that | hate
the most is that | aluays get the blame

for what my lttle sisters do. | get in
trouble most of the time when m\y _Sisters
ug me and | get mad at them. hey Jjust

ove bugglng me because they never get in
rouble and probably never will. When |
have friends over, they are the worst
gﬁsts llr]'h the universe. They drive me up
e wall

If my mom vells at my
older sister, e iust
ignhores her or gets mad
at her.

NHow do you under-—
stand the introduction
and ow what | mean when
| s_? .. '‘Being the middle
child is not at all what
vou think it is."

RHONDA'S
REPORT

N PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER
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UNRUH MAKES
NO-,I:LEY BIG SCORE

! think
Eggnﬁuﬁggl‘?&_ Grant Unruh scored
Why were hun— the final ?oal in a basket-
dreds of air— tgall gam? asHt ysecaorr ggj 12'—1
i ramur-als. e e
Pehes 293 goal in the last two se-

‘thhoeneaw;:igﬂd ]c_or-ds from the center
ine.

Grant Hotley
it was a perfect goal

GRANT SAYS:

in it crashed.
They don't

know why the it didn't hit anvthing while it was going in.
. plane crashed He thought the score was tied, so in the
either. Maybe the criminal in the plane last few seconds he Jjust threw the ball
had something to do with it. Or when the and it went in. Grant was the champion
ﬁ]ane crashed the criminal might have killed for the day. "I was proud tg make the
im. How come the criminat dign't try to winning basket," Grant said afterward.

Tave o BOY MAKES IDIOT OF SELF
SHUTTLE FLIGHT

They should send
more shuttles into outer
space. MWe could increase
space technology. HWe
might know what is haﬁ—
rening on the earth. We

Grant Unruh got caught in some
bales. They were plaving and Grant fell
and caught his stuck in a hole. HNobody
would help him out because they were
laughlr?_? SO |
hard. He tried
to push some—
one into the -

could play tricks on peco-— heole byt he
ple on the other side of couldn‘t.
the world. We could fi— .
gure out more about Finally,

somebody Jjump-—
ed at him. He
moved out of
the way and
the other per-—
son got stuck.

other planets. Some peo-—
(lzgle could live up there.

here wouldn't be any
problem of lack of space
on earth.

| think the reporters should stay out
of peoples' hair. he shuttle is supposed

S5 and ook guestions, and Somehou thes = - NOT ENOUGH PAY

Figure out what's going on. The Russians

know what is going on. One of m{y_: Eroblems is that | don't get
enough pay a ome. | could work harder
MQN GETS than my brother and | wouldn't get any-
thmg- Sometimes | do lots of work and |
gRTlFlClgL HEQRT don't get anything. As soon as | do some
work, my brother says it was nothing. The
. . . only time | get money is when | go to touwn.
Hilliam Schroeder received an artificial l've aluways given my dad money from my 4-H
heart. The heart is working well for nouw, calf but | never get it back. If | Qot paid
but for how long? There's only a machine ust a little, even one dolar, | would be
keeping him alive. How long uill it be appy. I'd have to keep my money in a |
before the machine breaks? The heart safe place so my brother wouldn't take it.
will have to have new batteries some time. | could put some in the bank so | could get
They have to open him_up when the bat- interest. If | saved enough, | could get
tery runs dead. He will die If something something big, maybe even a nice car.

anes wrong.

| DEAR EDITOR OF GRANT'S GARZETTE:

Your article "No Gum in School" is balo—
ney. You said that everybody would be
happy if they could chew gum in school.

know kids that can't stand the sight
of gum. You said that if gum gets
stuck on desks, the person who put it

here would take it off. In some
schools it's detention for getting gum
on desks. If vou got the opinion o
the people who had to clean the desks,
| don't think you'd feel this way.

"GRANT'S

GAZETTE

Sl FRIZE WINNING NEWSPAFER IR

DANA

| am very pleased with the work on gour
newsparear. You have some excellen

paragraphs. You use some in‘l:er"e:st;inbﬁ4
words. JOHA

:JDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD.DDDDD
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Room Student

. The Apple Gang included =students of
a Wide range of abilities, from identified
"gifted" to students such as Grant, who
had previously spent wvears aetting extra
help with lanquage in the Resource Room.
How did students of perceived "low ability"
fare in the newsparer project? Their
teacher shared his views on thiz issue in a
class with Richard Butt.

“Grrant is the son of a local couple
and has lived here all his_life. He is the
yvoungest by many years in a family of five
or six. He comes from a stable home in
uhich the traditional values are supported
and taught. The family subscribes to
honesty and hard work and is active in
local organizations such as 4H and minor
sports. His older brothers and sisters
made it through school with no significant
academic problems.

"And then Grant entered school and
everything changed, especially for a sin—
cere and sensitive mother who was not
used to being called to school for inter—
views to discuss the learnina problems of
her son. The main problem was that Grant
had terrible writing, that he could not
spell even the simplest words and that he
had related problems in language arts.

"From his earliest years, he was sent
for extra help to the Resource Room
where the most devoted teachers tried
hard to help him overcome his handicap=.

y the end of grade S, the proaress he
had made was deemed insufficient for fur-—
ther promotion, so he was retained in that
arade for a second vear. Grant was a
well behaved and well marnnered boy and he
adjusted quickly to his new social qroup.
He made further progress that second
year, ?artly because he was still receiving
special help each day.

"When Grant came into my grade &
class last year, | decided to treat him the
same as the rest and handle all his formal
education within my classrcom. | started
him of f immediately in the writing Erogram
and expected him, like the rest, to under-

ake and complete all projects.

“Of course, he continued to have
Problems. His writing was nearly illegible
and he struggled valiantly with spelling,
often uorkln?_ at home in ependenﬂ{ ul
?reraratguon or spelling tests. Little by
ittle thm%s began to change. Ferhaps it
started with an im rrovina sense of self
worth and self esteem as he realized that
he could do the same assignments as
other students.

. As he realized that he was not as
dumb' as he had thought, his work im—
Proved. He concentrated increasingly on

self evaluation and self improvement and
beqan to rewveal that he too knew the
impat-tance of correct sgelling, punctua—
tiom and Fpatr-ast-aphing.

"In spite of vears of struggle and
obuious discouraaement with mechanics,
Grant's self expression had not yet lost
its woice. He was an able story f:el]er‘ and
often attracted an audience with hiz
tales. He performed at a high level in
oral language and nearly won the local 4H
speak—-otfs. The same voice, in spite of
the mechancial hurdles, =till penetrated
his writina.

. "He kept up at his level with all
assignments throughout the year and
nevatr laost points for lapses in his sense
ot responsibility.

_ "Givern the particular combinations of
Grant's weaknesses in language and his
interest in computears, he took very
natuwrally to word processing. With char-—
actericstic patience and persistence, he
learned kewvboardinag and typed his articles
into the computer. Peer editing was an
important part of the project. and Grant
accepted help from other students in the
effort to correct his work. His work re-—
quired extra attention from the teacher,
but Grart did not seem to tire from the
concerted effort to produce publishable

COopPYy.

. "In the end, his parer was as tech-
nically correct as that of any other stu-
dent, to Grant's great satisfaction. And
in content and message, his work was
above average. This caused him and others
increacsingly to realize that word process-
ln‘_g was a way to neutralize the handicap
often posed by the mechanics of language
and to gt the message throuah. They
conceded that 'even Grant' could write a
Ppaper that was as good as anyone else's
and that writina was really best evaluyated
in terms of its message rather than in
terms of mechanical accuracy.

. "By the end of the vear, Grant was a
dif ferent person. fAs confirmed in an in—
terview with his mother, Grant had a new
respect for himself, a mature awareness_
of his problems, and a new sense of confi-
dence in his _strengths. He determined,
with continuing help from people and com-—
Pputers, to overcome those weaknesses
and perhaps become & scientist. HMost
emphaticallv, he was proud to be consider—
ed a reaular student capable of a pro-
Ject as ambitious as the Aprple Gang news-—
Papers=s.

VY the words of his mother: ‘He has
d.ef-‘inltel?_f. improved in his writing... His con—
fidence has impr-oved more than anything...
mavybe because he's part of the aroup...
Writing i=s ABSOLUTELY importantl._He enjoy-
ed grade 6__| don't think he felt gressur-—
ed... The newspaper was his own stuff, not
doctored up by someone else FQNTQSfIC!__-
| was probably in shock ¢ at the variety
ot articles in his parer)._fantastic idea___ |
am not concerned about the amount of
class time you took... It helped his sgellung
and his reading, | think... It was not too
hard... not too much work... Word process-
ing is great for kids.__they're going to
rneed lf‘;’.-- The whole town was proud (of
the award)._. | think he could do it because
vou expected him to' "

wjsjejslslfafafa]a]ufafafu]sjaju]u]a]sjaju]sja]s]u]ajujaju]u]n]ojujujajujafa]julufuja):
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BEING PICKED ON

In the Ngo family most of
them pick onn Tuyet.

The’y pick on Tuyet and
her brother when they glay
on the way home and ge
dirty. When she gets home,
the family picks
on her for letting them get
dirty. They pick on Tgye‘%
and it 1= not fair. It is not
fair because they get
themselves dirty when she
ta=lls them not to get dirty.
Then she gets her parents
Elcklng on her. Then when

2t~ sister sees them dirty
she blames it on Tuyet. .
Then her brother also blames it on her.
Then her parents tell her. "Do not get
them dirty." But they %et dirty again _on
the way home. and Tuyet gets blamed for
it.

| il suggest a solution to the whole
thina. My solution is that
Tuyvet uwill stay close to her
brothers and when they
want to play whe will hold on
to them so that they can-—
not get dirty.

. The advantage of this
is that then they might not
get dirty. Ancther one is
hat they won't be able to
Another thing is that ]
et picked on. Another one is
the blame because t

lay anymore.

uyet won't
she won't ge
won't be dirty.

Now | will tell vou about the disadvan—
_ tages of the solution. One
is that Tuyvet might have to
keep it up. Another is that
she will get tired of doing it
over and over again, An—
other disadvantage is that
the brrothers might tell her
garents what she has been
oing.

] Those are advantages
and disadvantages of the solution. | think
| will use that solution. -

HOW TO MAKE A PIZZA

| will tell vyou how to make a pizza.

The first thing you do is aet some flour.
Then you get =ome tomato sauce. Then
you get any kind of thing which you want
in the pizza. Then_you get something

sut the flour in. en you have to make
he flour flat. Then you put the tomato
sauce on the flour. Then you add many
dif ferent kinds of herbs _and spice. Then
ou put it n the oven. Then when it is aN
inished, you eat it.

WHAT IS YOUR FAUORITE FOOD?

JALYHNNE: Pizza. SHELDON: Hamburaers.

CHERIE: Pizza, because you can have a lot
of different tastes.

OWAYNE: Pizza

GIRL SEWS
OWN SKIRT

Last vear, Tuyet Ngao of Uauxhall
made a great achievement.

Her achievement was that she finished
making her own skirt. 5She made the skirt
color pink. Tuyet made the skirt by sew-
ing it on a machine.

Then Tuyvet had to make sure it fit
The first thing she did to make the
skirt was to 9o and buy the_material.
Then she cut the material. Then she made
it into the design she wanted.

en she was finished making the
skirt. Making the skirt took her about
one week. At first it was really hard, but
she got used to it. MWhen it was finished,
she thought it looked bad. :

her.

DEAR TELEGRAM EDITOR:

| really enjoved readino your neuws-
raper. The best part of your paper is
vour front page. You really have loads
of stuff in your paper too. | think

your paper will be a great succesE-

TUYET'S
TELEGRAM

Uil PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER P

GIRL HARS BAD MEMORY

Une bad memory that Tuyet has was
that she had an embar-
rassing moment at her
house a while ago. She
was gettmg dressed and

ad her T-shirt on back
wards. _She went to
school like that. When
she got home, her mo—
ther said, "You are
wearing the T-shirt
backuward." Her mother,
gister and two brothers
laughed at her. .Tua'et
got embarrassed. "
would like to forget it,"”
she said.

o000 0000000000000000000000000000ooooooEoon
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CHURCH CLEANING

Qur family has a church cleaning ot.
This Job has it advantages and disaduiarn—
tages.

There is a lot of work to do. it
takes a lot of time. If we qo away, we
have to qet someone else to do it. We al-
ways have to go to church services eatly.
The church is very big s6 it takes a long
time to clean. In uwinter we have to shouvel
a lot of snouw.

Some _jobs we
have to do are
cleaning windows, va-—
cuuming, and cleaning
the washrooms. We
also have to turn up
the heat on six
thermostats and un-
lock four doors be-
fore services and

turn dowun the heat
and lock the doors
afterwards. Those
are some of the dis—
advantages of
church cleaning.

There are some
. good things about
church cleaning. You get paid tor doing
it. When you need something to do, you
can 9o clean at the church. After vou
are tinished working, you can plaly in_the
aym. You can do fun jobs like cleaning
mirrorrs and windows. efore clubs vou.
can play in the gym. Church cleaning gives
yoU Work experience. You can turn on
lishts and open doors. Collecting garbaae
is kind of fun. Those are some advan-—
tages of church cleaning.

| am in favor of cleaning our church
because of the reasons | have mentioned.

BOYS GET TRUCK FOR
CHRISTMAS

Sheldon and Bruce Warkentin of Uaux-—
hal received a remote controlled vehicle
for Christmas.

The remote controlled vehicle is_a
blue pick~up with the name Ranger. The
gaﬂger: has tuwo speeds. The slow speed is

or climbing. When the batteries are _

Str'on‘? it is supposed to be able to climb

at a 40 degree angle. It will try to climb
almost any-—

thing.
3anger

has big bail—
loon tires
=1 which_ help it
to climb. The
boys got the

=l ot truck from
. their par—
ents.

BOY ALMOST DROWNS

Sheldon Warkentin of Vauxhall almost
drowned uwhen he was swinming with his fam—
ily and friends, the Browns, up north in a
dugout when Sheldon was little.

"Our friends said the duaout aradu-—-
ally got deeper, so | waded in and sudden—
When he

Iy went dowrn," Sheldon recalls.
went dowr,
he stuck
his hands
above the
surface of
the water.

Sheldon's
dad was
standina
nearby and saw Sheldon's hands. He pulled
him out and brouaht him back to the cside.

. "The bottom of the dugout was muddy,
which made the water muddy, so if | had
gone completely under, the others
couldn't have seen me," said Sheldon.

Brouwns kept their little airl near the
edge after that.

KID GETS BIKE

_ Sheldon HWarkentin received a new bike
during the summer of 1984.

He got the bike after a trip to
Taber.  During the trip, Sheldon traded
bikes with_his dad for awhile. His dad found
out what it was like to ride a one-speed
bike with small wheel=s for a lona distance.

That day they started to shop for
bikes in Taber. The next day they went
to Lethbridge.

The Harkentins

$ot three bikes, one

or Sheldon, one for
his brother Bruce and
one for their mom.
Their- fatherr already
had one. AN the bikes
are ten—speeds.

Sheldon's bhike is silver and Bruce's is
his favorite color, red. The Warkentins
intend to go on long distance bike trips.

SHELDON'S
SHUTTLE

B FRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER R
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FIELD TRIPS — WHY NOT?

One of the things we used to have in
our school and we don't have any more is
field trips.

Since grade
one, there
have been
fewer field
trips every

ear. | think

chat teachers
ust want kids
o learn more
these days.
You can_surely expect teachers to want
kids to learn more these days because of
all the new jobs in the uoﬂg.

OO0 m

But why cancel the field trips? |
really do think that teachers should give
us_kids more field trips, don't you think
so?T There must
be a way the
teachers could
give us kids
more field trips
and the same
amount of work.
Boy, | sure hope
we can think of
a way to provide

motr-e field trips and the
i ‘j same amount of work.

. The pnlg solution | can
think of is to give stu-
dents less time to play at
recess.

How some bad things and good things
about that. One bad thing about that ||s
the kids might be mad because they would

et less time to play. One go is
hey would get more
field trips. 0 you
know that the field
good for us kids? - Do bi‘d’_ﬁ:j:‘jl“' [t
vou know why? Well, | A0

will tell

ou.

¥he reason why it would be
ood is because we would
around us. The teachers
might think jt wasn't good,
but | thirk it is. So we
could have more field trips
after all

trips mioht actually be
earn from the things

SHANNON'S
SHINE

ll PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

GIRL
SHINES
AT POOL

Shannon
UVan Hal, an
out of town
girl, perfect-
ed Her ool
Flaving when
she was
staying at her grandma's house in touwn.

She spent many hours just shooting
the pool balls into all the pockets. Pretty
soon she noticed that she was getting
really good at the game.

1 St]'\e ask%d h?r Phather, a uersé hgood
pool plaver, to play her a game. e versy
well knes that she would not beat her fa-
ther in a pool game. To her surprise, she
won. Before Shannon learned how to play
well, she lost almost every game she play-
ed. One day she asked her brother )
Michael to play bher a game. She won again.
Now Shannon Uan Hal

is a very good pool

playver.

GIRL SCORES
GREAT
ACHIEVEMENT
greaggggngg;? was to Il il

win a ribbon in one of the competitions in
the Southern Alberta Games.

When Shannon arrived at Brooks, she
was very worried because all the best
gymnasts from all over southern Alberta
were there.

| oy

It was really latﬁ_‘in the afternoon
uhen the girls from Shannon's age group
started. hen she was on the vault the
first time, she almost broke her tuwo
fingers uwhile going over the vault.

Hhen the competition was over, .
Shannon found out that she had won third
Prlace on the vault.

GIRLS HURTS ARM

Shannon Van Hal of Vauxhall pulled
her arm out of her socket a while ago as
ﬁgre_shégs carrvying a pail of water to her

She was taken to
the hospital the next
day. Her arm was put
into a sling so she could
rest it.

Her arm can pop ocut
any time it wants to nouw,
espacially if she is
carrying something too
heavy. has popped
out of the socket only
once so far.

"It hurts every time
| move it," she complained.

OO0 0000000000000000000000000000000000Q0000
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VIOLENCE IN HOCKEY

In my opinion, violence in hockey is
very bad. Une reason for this is ghat
hockey plavers_can get hurt very bad or
very injured. There was a hockey plaver
last fall who
aot his throat
cut. with a
skate. The
elayer died
from the cut
uwhen he was
ying, dour}Fon

the ice.
someone gets
injured, it is
not funny at
all. One ing

. L they could do
about violence is to be very strict. If a
Elayer would start to fiaht, they should
hrow him out of the game because some-—

that violence in hockey should be stopped
by coaches or referees._
balls are
being kicked
on the roof.
' It is bad be-
cause as
five balls on the roof, e
someone has to get
could fall off 1=
ladder and break his
neck. One thing we
‘roof that are slanted
toward the d.
Then if some%;%un
stop the ball. another
hing we could do
about it is to have a

one else could get hurt badly. | think
One problem our school has is that
too many
n my inion,
@ this is?%ad-
them down, like a
student. tudent
could do about it is
to put fences on the
would kick a ball too
oh, the fence would
special building outsid
for kicking ba ls_uT?uise

IS my comment on balls
on the roof.

MARK'S
MONITOR

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

TOO MUCH
MUSIC

One of the pro-
blems our famil as
i music in the house.

» D
P

el |

Music is a pro—
blem because at 7:30
in the morning, m:F' sister puts on her
stereo so loud that it wakes me up. Every
time my sister puts on her stereo up—
stairs, she dances with the music. hen
when she dances, | can hear a B0O0OM, BOOM,
BOOM, when | am in my room. That makes
the flght in my room make an irritating
noise. Most of the time when | am reading,
My «.-—alst.er' turns up her music and | can't
read.

) Then at about 9:00 in the evening, my
sister puts on her music in the room next
to me. Then | can't even get to slec-a:»_ My
sister finally puts it off at about 10:00.

My mom does not like
it when my sisters
Jj I\ h ut on their music in
a family meeting to
talkk about saving
energy. If we could all agree to save

heir room. So you
one of the problems
energy, then we would have less music in

in our family.

One solution we
could have is to have

can see that music is
he house.

There are some advantages in having
less music in the house. One is that it
gould be more peaceful and quiet in ocur

ouse. Another is that we would save
ener-&\:euhcch would lead to less f»ayment
for- Power bill. Then we could maybe
even take a long vacation. One disad-
vantage is that my
glster‘s would aluays

e arguing with my J\
mom and dad. An—
oth advantage js D

[ —_—

problem in our family
and if my solution

that our house might
works, | will be very happy about it.

last longer.
Music is a bio

DEAR EDITOR OF MARK'S MOMNITOR:

{ read your newspaper and | think
that it is pret ﬁgood- | like it where
yvou tell about t nc?s that happened to
you ﬂ‘d that yvou did. Your articles
are long and interesting. The articles
that vou wrijte also have good content.
Do y%u like to write? It sure seems
like it. Keep up the good work.

SHEL.DON

| agree uwith your opinion on_ the hijack-

ers. | think that Iran should be more
careful. People who hijack are crazy
people and should be locked up. Some
day people will get killed if thev're not
careful. That's how | feel about your
opinion article. SCOTT

00000000 ooooooooooo0o0o00000000000000000000
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COW CHASES KID

Last July, Christina Federson got
chased by one ¢f their cows at their
rlace outside of Uauxhall

. Roween and Kendra Grams were ouver.
Christina and _her friends went over to
the corral. Christina dared herself to
uﬁ]k t,ct".rough the cows without getting
chased.

Christina was in the middle of the
herd when she decided to come back. Next

thing. a cow was right behind her. Chris—
tina ran like crazy.

Christina hit the board ferce, jumped
over and went flyving on the ground.

- Roween and Kendra were laughing like
crazy, so Christina started laughing too.

They finally figured out why she

started chasing Christina. The cow had a
new born calf.

CHRISTINA'S
CHRONICLE

f FRIZE WINNING NEWSFAPER [

SMELLY FIGHT

. On January 3, Christina and her
Friend Jackie had an air freshener fight
at Christina's house in the basement.

They started by opening the air freshen-—
>r deoderizer. ey each took half. Then

they started hucking it back and forth.
They got it into their hair and on their
shirts arnd pants.

They were having fun
when they finally knew
how badly it stank.
They decided to quit.
They picked up all the
freshener and washed
their hands. " will
never forget that fun
but stinky time,"
Christina said.

DUMB NAMES

In my family, | get
called too many names by
my brother.

One schocol night on

the way home, | turned
around and looked to the
back. | started talkina to

my friend Lori

Garry =said, "Turn a—
round, pea brain” | did or
else | would get hit.

After a uwhile, we started playing a
card game called "Cheat." | laid down the
wrong cards. “Pick them ue, pea brain,
Garry said.

We continued uith
our- game. When it was
time to get off; we
quit our game "Cheat.
| have described my
problem of being called
names.

i will suggest some
solutions. | could tell my parents. The
would probably give him heck. | could tell
him myself to stop calling me names.
could lock him in his room to
teach him a lesson.

vy
| will give some advantages n
and disadvantages to my solu—

tion. The first advantage is

I'm not the one who will get in

trouble. He might lose his .
allowance. | might get
to 0o more places if
he's grounded.

. A disadvantage of
being called names is
everyone will think he's
cool. Some people
might call me those
names too. Another
disadvantage is | might
be bugged about themn.

X ﬁn_ advantage of being called "pea
brain” is that_| will be the_ one who can
take beina called names. Those are some
grc_igg?tages and disadvantages of a family

enm.

GIRL WINS TWO GOLDS

In July, Christina Pederson went to
the Alberta Southern Games in Medicine
Hat. She won tuwo gold medals.

Christina won her gold in running
broad jump and and the 50 metra run.

Christina said, "l think the trackers in
gggghern Alberta are very good track-

. Christina's broad
?_gt;l:u_p leap was very

1 will go to more
yames if | can win a
irst or second in

the Taber Games," she
said.

!
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SNOWBALL FIGHTS

blem at
outs =chool
is that
=nowbal
fights carn
et dan—
QErous.

This problem
that the school has
is that snowball
fights sometimes

et out of hand.
hen this haprFrens
someone aets hur
because of it and
has to ao to -the -
hospital. It's not bad when it's =now, but
uhen it's ice. vou have a problem. Peopls
will 9=t hurt because of it. Ore time thi=z
happened at school. A person threw an
ice ball and it hit a person in the eve. The
erson that was hurt was taken to the
ospital to
see if he
would lose
his eye.
The doctor
said, "He

will not lose his eve.
He is fortunate." Most
of the kids hawve
learned what an iceball
can do.

. My solution is
not to have snowball fights., They are a
ot of fun to have. You aet a lot of
exercice from that game that everybody
rl.ays- iou also get a lot of fresh air.
t's a fun sport to enjoy with friends.

. HMou | will tell vou the disadvantages
of snouwball fights. You could hurt some-—
body anyvuhere on the body. You also
could catch a cold because you want your
team to win. You could get Frostbitten on
the hands or in the face. These are the
advantages and disadvantages of snowball
and iceball fights. They can be en.joved
or disliked by all ages.

EYE INJURED AT SCHOOL

., A student named Bruce Thiessen was
hit with an iceball at the Uauxhall Elemen-—

\ tary School on Hou. 8.

The person who,
threw the iceball said,
"He walked right into it "

Right away the eve
started to swell. He
immediately ran into the
school. The nurcse, Mr=.
; R Sassa, immediately applied
Ice cubes to his eve.

M-_ Warkentin phoned his mom and she
came right to the school. She took him to
ghe hospital and they x—rayved his facial
_gn_es. The doctor said, "He will still be
able to see out of his eve.”

. "My eye still hurts a little,” Bruce
said, aF(ter he left the hospitazl-

BRUCE'S
BULLETIN

[ PRIZE WINNING HEWSPAPER R

BOY DOES WELL

This winter Bruce Thiessen learned
how to drive a snowmobile. "l learned houw
to drive during the Christmas holidays at
our- tarm,” he said. First Bryce and his
dad went dowun to the river. They looked
around to see if
thew could get
on the ice.

But they could
not, so they
went back to the
houze. "It was
very much fun,”
Bruce said.

"My brother got
to drive it too"

ACID RAIN IS A TROUBLE

One of the problems that Canada as
well as the US has and that | think that
Canada and the US should take immediate .
action on is the problem of acid rain. This
i causing rust on vehicles in both
countries. The worst thing about it is
vou don't know
when it is coming.
This so—called
"acid rain" is kill—
ina the wildlife in
Canada as well as
the US, If thecse
countries don't
take action, it will
keep on killing the
wildlife.

DEAR DOCTOR:

Do you think that | should ask mty .?r'and—
patrents for money? MONEY THIEF

Ho, they may not like you after a while.

One of my habits is chew-
inrg my naills. What should |
do7 N&ILS

Trim them uhen they qet
toco lona.

My parents don't give me
much money. EROKE

kihy don't you do some
Lok’

J0 000000000 oOo00o0o0000000000000000000000000¢
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FOR THE CARNIVAL

At _school, | think we should have the
carnival every ‘gear‘ because it is very
fun. It is fun for evervbody. They have
somethiing to_drink and eat tor every-
body. Evervthing they have to eat is
very aood. Some people make cakes and
some people jjudge them to see which is
first, second, third, and so on. Then
et one of the cakes. Who-

peopfe bid to
ighest, wins the cake they

ever bids the
want.

.. . HWe have entertainment like singing,
doing gymnastics, poetry and much more.
They have many different games to play.
Thy have computers to play Qames with. If
you succeed on the game yvoure playing,
you aet a coupon. MWith that coupon, you
9o in the room beside it and buy somethina
with your coupons. Carnivals are very
fun for everybody of all ages.

| think we should keep the Carnival in
our school because everybody likes it.

RHONDA'S
HAPPY
MOMENT

The ha‘?piest .
moment of Rhonda's life
was when she went to
watch the Edmonton
Jilers Elals_: hockey
against the Calgary
“lames. It was fun for
yer to ao and watch
:he Oilers__ The
cdmonton Oilers are
rer favorite team.

Rhonda sat in the
ylue seats at the top.
ier seat was the second last one from
he top. She sat in seat number 17. The
jame was _good and there werent many
‘ights. There were just a few of them.

Rhg':\da went .%o uatcr’\; tl'ée Cilers Fbe-—
: ey weren oln o be ver ar
'ra'ggetheiryrelatives.g Rgd Deer is e

honda went to have Christmas.

Rhonda was so happy to see the
ilers play. When she heard they were
oing to Edmonton, she almost jumped to
he roof. It was the most exciting thing
v the world for her.

ood game because the
lames 7 to 1. The

It was a very
ilers pounded the .
ame was a great game for everybody in
er family because they are all Dilerr fans.

RHONDA'S
RECORD

PRIZE -WINNING NEWSFAPER

RHONDA'S PROUD MOMENT

Rhonda Enns of Uaux-—
hall is proud because she
has the ability to do gym—
nastics. She learns and
pr-actises doing very diffi—
cult things. Some of the
things the kids are sup-
posed to do she is
first one to do. Rhonda
Enns is a very good gym-—
nast.

. Rhonda and her

friends work very hard on
their assignments. Rhonda

ractises gymnastics at

ome, at school, and at
gvmnastics classes, of )
course. She has built herself into a good
ﬁymnast- Rhonda had to practise very

ard ever'¥ day to get her assignments
marked off.

The teacher, Mrs. Reynolds, watched
Rhonda at gymnastics. The teacher
thought that Rhonda was good, but she

till had to practise some more. So

honda practised harder and harder on

er ass %nmen . The xt day at %ym—
nastics, the acher asked Rhonda to
show her if she could do her assignments
vet. So Rhonda showed her what she
could do. The teacher thought Rhonda
was very very good.

Rhonda was so proud of herself.
Rhonda aluays does ?\er best at gym-
nastics. .

O %} | read your lead

and found it in—

LETTERS terestine. JOLYNNE
| find a very large
variety in your

et Y Intemoo Find some of IP¥ha W
No. ia] a
you haue lots of filling. - =0 TINC EHAKNON

’ really enjoyed reading your newspaper.
t was verg 9ood. | especially enjoyed t
editorial about getting all the blame. One
thm?_‘ that | no(;.u:éed is that one page does
not have any pictures. You should take
time to draw some. Al of your stories
Nﬁre interesting to read. ‘I think that it
will be a good paper uwhen you are fugﬁ'éﬁ%

100000000000 000000000000000000000000p0000(



STUDENT WRITING 37

INTERVIEW WITH
MR. OEVERING, JANITOR

| talked to Mr. Oevering because |
wanted to find out more about his ob.

HJ: Why did vyou become a janitor?

0: | like cleaning and making things look
good.

HJ: What things do you do as a Jjanitor?

O: | sweep, dust, polish floors, shampoo
carpets, scrub floors and wax floors.

HJ: Do v think the students help keep
the schgc'ﬁ clean enough?

NOT ENOUGH PRIVACY 0:_Yes, they try to keep the school

HONEST
JOHANN

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

In my opinion, schools should have HJ: Do you think you're making enousgh
more pPrivacy. money?

For instance, bathroom areaen't verh/ 0: No, I'm not
private, especuallr the toilets. The ualls getting enoush
are also too small. The classroom doesn't money.
have enough privacy either. The walls
should reach to the ceﬂin? Most class— HJ: Do you like
rooms _don't have doors. he library has being a Jjanitor.
no walls at all. Students can‘'t concen-—
trate on their readi or tests. The 0: Yes. it's
school should at least put something on Just another

e windows. %uay of making a

fving.

i think that every s ol sh ltg have
ore privacy. One advan
aving peace and quiet. nnother' would be

A g BOY WRECKS GnME

advantage would be that ul

”;L hank, you.

ther'e is a fire wouldn't get into an—
r room so ’easﬂy- ° in the VES grade 6 Grant de-
stroved & popuhr' game n ed the
One disadvantage would be the cost class. consusted of a balloon
of having solid walls in each classroom. and s ents. he students made a cen-—
Another would be that some rooms would ter llne. The way to play to trvy to hit
not get any heat because ot.her's would tae bal loor;l over the center line. Gr‘ant.
‘block off the registers. 0? tfhls oor}‘ﬁ har'd that it pop&?
- uorksuould -take some schoo ' a;l'b r?ed N :
gther class wouldn't have a spea er' s$O 1&# a said, "So ong,
hey couldn't hear the announcements.
In some ways, it would be good_to DEAR HONEST JOHANN: | like yowr stor -
ggue solid uallss: and in some ugys, it would bout your dream I?e %‘ rich. lyke
that kind of ?ream myself. opeFulI
your dream will come ue someday. Then

ill b million . len d it a lot.
You Wi e a aire Joye SCOTTO

BOY NEVER FORGETS

stored i e foed 2Tt 35 2onon Be ki his
is a is en

family came to Canada from Mexico when he
was seven.

They enJjoved the beautiful sight.s as
they trwelléjd throush the United States.

"lle went to Ontario where our rela—
tives llue. Johann remembers. On the way
tne.v st.ayed in some wonderful motels for

Sometimes they ate in fancy
restaurants- After a feu %_ears in Ont—
ario, they came to Alberta. The family lives
a happy %fe here in Vauxhall. The parents
ggvg .fobs and the four boys go to

“Canada is a wonderful country to
live in," Johann says.

oOoooOooOOOOOOoO00000000000000000000000000000¢
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POLL: BIRD IS A REMINDER

ichy of Vauxhall once had a
NHQT NOISE bird 33‘ n?:im%cs e saw it a feuw years
BUGS 0 6 12 18 24 fter it flew away. She says that she yas
K'DS‘) NAILS ON _ seeding h1:,he burddo%g:odcea;ne h her &ar;:at?.
f ene door n
CHALKBOARD s'g't:gncf'uﬁ!bos? it flew away.
l wanted |pRILLS OR
SReipts |CHANSas sating BREAGUR,10eT Hhen = o
or irei— BABIES Jolynne, said, )
presdigss [owee te s gbd in
- looks Jjust like my
guesgig‘gg SIRENS i budoiet Her pa-
hebe e s ongar Lo 3
e wonde A
S!?lel“SS l:?t?g OTHER - bird could find its
kids most. way home.

it also included what their opinion was. |
found, out GIRL PASSES,

what tex-—
TEXTURES Ses Dy GETS GHETTO BLASTER
0O 6 12 18 24 | The worst . .
SALAMANDER was %he Jolynne Cichy, a student nouw in grade
ANIMAL HRIR S- feel of 6, successfully passed grade 5 and got a
sa'ldamat;ude]r ohetto blaster for dognéoiobugeggrsec '_?g:]
ROUGH 20c armma er dad went to
CLOTH N Egg-“ggd Edrgogtoc- ﬁhen lge
othere O ack, she go
LEATHER l by sirens it
oo SOth In school, she
yoices. 1,
5’&?5;;35'99" £ I hope that got_ a certificate
ou fou sayu'ﬁ_‘she tied
{his poll for the hiohest
OTHER - interesting gceoge in a reading
st_

IN OR OUT

| belie that evervyone in
school sr.\ou d_hayve a choice
between staying in or going
out at recess.

. in the grades 4 to 6, the
*students usually get to pick.

rom ECS to grade 3, the stu-
dents have to bring a note to
stay in. They should be able
to choose.

To me, it just does not
seem fair for only grades 4
to 6 to be able to decide wuhile
the younger ones have to
bring a note. Usually, they
brring a8 note that they can
git'::?(y n only when they atre ;

SNOOPY COUSINS

Some of my cousins are ry SNoopy
when they come to my house. They are
aluways getting into my things. Sometimes
they even wreck l;% stuff. The only time
they are good is en they are down—
stairs. HWhen thﬁf are upstairs in my

room, they:-look draw S ‘cousing &= :::' 01
don't snoop too mugl uhenezﬁe c’?g-or' is 1

%en, but when it is closed, | don't know
at they're uﬁeto- Candace is the worst
one, I'd say_ S %ets into everyﬂbhln?_- 1
don't think that there is one_ thing of mine
that she has not seen. My sister and
another cousin aren't that bad. My sister
knows not to go into my room. If | want
some privacy for my stuff, | should ask
for my own room.

Both ends should be able
to do the same, It would be
nice f this could happen. The
teachers may have to bring in
games or puzzles for their
students. There might be
some that like ?olng ou
though. Since [ haven't been
down there for a while, | don't
know how they feel about it.
Parents should still send
notes to the teacher asking
to make sure that they stay

in.
1 think an
should be at?l]e g t&l;e eaggcﬁe
hings.

N oooOoDo0000000000000000000000o0oopopnoooa0ooon

JOLYNNE'S
JUBILEE

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER
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BOY REMEMBERS MEMORY

Dwayne Schielke of Vauxhall remembers
a mte"h‘pr{,b tg'r-f'b iﬂgmoq was aboué., when (-hhe

is - Was som ;
2%ttie before his birthday o ' Aeril,

"It is an excellent memory,” he aluays
says. He said it was really fun th
heygot it. He got it Fromyhis mom gngagad-

He used it almost all day and part of
. the night. It does
Rgt, ha\:;e a Icghtt, so
can't use |
late at night. very

. He started using
it as soon as he
abt it home.

BOY GETS HURT

In April sometime, Duwayne Schielk t
a motorbike and diqn"t l:'ngu ehom o reidgoit.
ueré well and he flipped it over back-—
wards.

He didn't have to get rushed to
hospital but his parent?s treated his g}gs-

The reason that it happened is that
he didn't know how to use 1}:; very well.

His dad investigated the problem.

There was no problem. After he was bet-
ter, he rode it again.

BOY GETS SPECIAL GIFTS

. On Christmas d boy named Duwayn
Sgpleeme gotsmcg eqial presents. oy

about and 6 cm wide, When
e opened the presents, he foundei'.hat
they were video games for his video sys—

tem. . .
They were SPIDER FIGHTER

and F TBITE. They are fun
A one from

ames too. He got
Knals“-ncm and dad<and~t

rom his sister. His other sis-
er got him a controllier for
his games.

ANl the games worked fine.

He used the games almost all
night and found out that the
gontroller didn't work right.

ut he liked the presents
anyuay.

DWAYNE'S

DIGEST

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

heé“other ==

From KRAZY
GEORGE

DEAR KRAZY GEORGE:

| want a motor-—
bike so that | can
ride it on the farm,
ut my parents won't
et me ?et one. What
should | do?
sSAD

DEAR SAD:

| would ask if
yvouy raised the mone
and then they wou

let vyou get it.
et you 9 KRAZY

DEAR KRAZY GEORGE:

. My parents are going to Banff. My
sisters and | don't want a babysitter but
m¥ grandparents are coming to take care
of us. ey want to come but we don't
want them come. How can we show that

we are old enough?
oLp
DEAR OLD:

. | will ask Looney Larry and then get |
uwill get back to you.
KRAZY

DEAR KRAZY GEORGE:

1 would like to get a do% but my par-
ents sa{“_‘.blley co% too much and are
messy. at should | do? MAD
OEAR MAD:

Say to vour parents that vou wjll

earn_some ¢ a money and you will clean
up after him and your parents will let you

get one.
KRAZY
DEAR KRAZY GEORGE:
i ed extra money but my parents
‘retu:ser!s:‘o?dgh it ¢o .-22 Hou 5<’:an | mate
extra money POOR

DEAR POOR:

You can make extra money by getting
a paper route or in winter shoveling walks
and in summer Mow grass. KREZY

HOW TO MAKE |
" POPCORN

it is very easy to make pop

corn. The first thing vou

have tgQ do is ge ion{_'e, pop
rn.  Then you put it into

ahpopc gn maccf'l?n'g- cThen yout = ha bowl
e e PoPCOo omes out. en
gu?ﬁ it on ';n‘c,lcuas; about five ninuteg.o Y

Then vou put half a block of butt?r in
the microuwave for about 20 sec. hen p
our it on the popcorn. Put all e things
vou used back where they belong.

sjslslalslal=]=]=]l=jal=lsl=]s]u]=]s]a]u]u]jsja]ju]n]sjujujujujujujujajajajnjajnju]u]s
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REFUSE
THE CRUISE

The US Air
Force has been
testing the
Cruise missile
over the NWT, B-C-
and Alberta.
Cruise testm?
should stop. They
are American mis—
siles _and do they
should be tested

r}_.ﬂmer'lcan =oil
gouernment. should refuse
Cruise testing and the eplouf_ment of nuc-—
lear weapons N peace time. he world
should lock upr nuclear weapons and never
touch them again.

NICARAGUA ON ALERT

Nicaraguan gouernment leaders put
the Armed Forces on full alert Nov 12 and
have kept_the red lioht on for more
a month. They are earlnq a Us. invasion
of the country- hink it's pure non-
sense and the 're just trying for ublnc—
ity to get tour'usm ug
keepung e ar‘m on almost sh oo —to—klll
orders won't help very much. HNicaragua

s been Flghtmg a civil war for years.
hey're lucky the US hasn't brought in the
Marines.

RUSSIANS IN AFGHANISTAN

Soviet troops have_occupied Afghan—
istan for four vears. The guerillas fight-
g the Russians are getting mowed down.

take their army

The Mulr

e Soviets

and let Afghanistan live in peac The
Soviet occupatlon Jost many wes ern ath-
letes in e 1980 Moscouw O ymptcs- But

the us should not bring in peace keeping

orce- That could mean he Americans

ou d Mean &eo-ﬁvsséansf?\e uhgg uce'?g"

ussia shoul faghanistan.
hey've kill enou a'lready- We need

Peace in the world

NO CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

| am not in f of bringing chk

capital punishment. think it's unfair be—
cause if the police get the wrong guy,
he could be six feet under. We Tive in a

democr-?tlc and free country. Human rlghts
are violated by the death penalty.

Huma Society is tot Egatns

death pena ty, anﬂ so am Actually, | must
admit that when chips are douwn, m
sympathy Bes uith the criminal. Capita
punishment a bad idea.

OLYMPIC TRAINING

1 str v object to the rule against
running in e haliways. | personally have
run many tlmes and have avoided collisions

tme- was caught three times, which
resuﬁ:ed in a strap. Hallways are ungles
you have to survive. | hav
ver an accude in the halluays of
auxhall entary S ol and that is wuhy
| oppose the rule against running-

TACKLE
FOOT—

s 60% OF
GRADE 6 BOYS
SAY YES

There has been no tackle football in
this school for the three years f've been
in the intermediate end, and | don't knouw
how long before that. | think something
should Bbe done about it.

in reply to the guestion, “Why isn't
there tackle football™ Uice brlnccpal M.
Harkentin replied, “Too many klds get hurt.
Then the parents get after us™

If the staff is worried about kids
etting hurt, uh are there intramurals?
n every event, [ have been shaken up.
Even in Neucomf:;eball, I've had a collision. In
baseball, kids throw the bat and l've seen
more than one catcher get hit i he eyve.
I'm sure that hurts more than get ing
tackled on the 20 vard line.

hen a kid does get hurt, | explain by
saylng i3 he doesn't want to get hurt, he

ouldn‘'t t:l=>l<'=w." d I must add that | am
suppor'te in this. Then the “softies” can
play by themselves.

The only disadvantage in football is
that sometimes there aren't enough play—-
ers. | think that there should be a school
foob all team and a lea?ue to play in.
think that there shog be some kind of a

n

vote to make it an i ramurals sport. You

aluays ear ?eop‘le ay, "The m rity

ru es- Peoprle should ’l's n to e major-

at.y, ?u can tell they don‘t because
here stu'l isn't tackle football in this

schoo Tackle football sho uldn‘t Just be

somet

hing we see on TU. Let's demand more!

L v [y - X ja&74 4

REVIEWING TU SHOW "NIGHT COURT": Hawve
ou ever seen this show? You should.
t's about a3 courthouse of wacky lau en
forcers. The leadi character is Judge

adin:
Stone, whose methods are very immoral
But | think it's too far—fetched. A Judge
that decudes cases on the flip of a coin
could never get a law degree. It gives
kids the wrong idea of Jjustice.

EASTHOPE
EXPRESS

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER
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CASE STUDY 4

@ perusal of Easthope's Express
reveals evidence of his giftedness. He
chose topics that were usually more
advanced than other students. His writ—
DANA ino revealed a amllmrut{ with, and even a

flair f‘or, Journalistic styles, from the use
of the ‘inverted gyramad' development of
the news story the use of persuasion
- T - in edltorlals an commentary, to the give
— . e and take in letters to other editors. His
lden’trr |ed writing carried an unmistakeable message,

1P " communicated with a sense of reckless
abandon, and he was always able to drive
Glf\ted STUdent his point home. He loved the newspaper
project and worked tirelessly at it, with a
An influential member of the Apple minimum of the nonproductive behavior
Gan uwag a stq.dent who had been identi— that had often characterized him in other
fied as glFted in the School Division's contexts.
Challenge Program. His teacher shared
the case s v in one of his classes. “Secondly, in my relationship with Dana,
" (| resol ed nev to make an issue of
Dana was a boy whose story would tho ‘é hings iat were not essential. |
make an ideal thes:s into the roots of let hm write in any way that he pleased. |
leadership. There are many similarities be-— did not make him clean up his books as
tuween his case and that of Grant {pro- long as | could read them with reasonable
filed elseuhere cn this paper). Dana too effort. | penalazed him for messiness on a
was {oun?es member- in a fairly large Point system, but it did not affect his
Paml t.uu ike Grant. he uas considered mark and | did not make m change. It was
‘spoiled' and accustomed to having his way. also ben ficial not to re uire Dana or
He too had Frust.rated his teachers from ot er's a ays co eir best behavi—
hlS goungest years, but the reason was or. ed me to be accgstomed to
he was bright and uerif. fast. Worse roudlness in my own_ upbrin for it pro—
than that, he soon turned his consuder-— vided the degr-ee of freedom at Dana
able energies in the direction of noncon- needed t rr‘ess himself in ‘harmless’
formity and resistance toward teachers ways. Not al colleagues approved of that
who tried to make him toe the line. Dana approach, and dan aura of suspicion follow—
was young for his grade, but he was big ed Dana around in ocur_school throughout
and commanded respect and involuntary his st g nd he was often considered
subordnnatlon of most of both bovs. gun'lty until proven innocent.
%r s in the class. He was a recogniz
ader and his word alone was of *Thirdly, in ng relatconshtp with Dana, |
enough to determine action on the play-— determined to retain a healthy re t
around. for his power and in luence over
) others and i sible to turn it to my
“He irritated teachers in gartncular advantage. ha uas more easily said
with his messy handuriting whic than done. His leadership was never to be
blamed on the backuard way he held his seen as that of a monitor who writes
rPencil and they tried in various ways to names on the board in the teacher's ab-—
reform him. As a product of a fairl . g But he as not auerse to serving
strict religious home, he was respecful he inter'ests 13 cher in other
and fairly well mannered, but he could not ,uays. He lad y ulth c s
very well control his mischievous nature or e gme uoul ven elp weaker
nor his propensity for goading teachers. s, ne of his most important con—
trl utions was to organize the class for

"I had been interested in ‘gifted edu— various activities.

cation for some time and | welcomed the
challenge of Dana in my classroom. “1 had two nt.e.r'e ars with Dana.
obvious task that faced me was how to | too had prob m t generally,
keep this boy's_energies pi oductlvely we got along ue ecause of a mutual re—-
directed. Looking back, g an make spect and under' nding. He contributed
several conclusions about the re ationship a source of stress to my life that turn—
I had with this uniquely challenging boy. ed out to be positive because it kept me
constantly alert, often on edge, al—
“First of all, | respe ed his consi— uaygogropmg for new ideas an ach—
derable poten caf and sought constantl use in accommodating the ‘gi ted' in
for me ods teachlng ?hat uoulg:l [V t re lar classr'oom As a resu
h"'l into glons in_which he wou c?nt'bg % the syuccess 3 .v
meall ed ed to the limit. For a ez or han either of us will ever
y We comm tar n
current eventso?io'ar'nal?ssm sand omputerﬁ_. “aAn Interuleu with his father and a
and so | was able to chalilenge m often note from bgth pargnts confirmed eng'
hose areas. He had a peculiarly preco— sense téh at the nee of this ‘gift
cious capacity for political commen ary, tuden had been met 'Hes become more
far beyond his years, and he would ghser’v nt...more critical in his thinking._.. |
effortlessly give his interpretations of ink is has be n is most groductwe
events in the Middle East, Afghanistan, ear...This project has made him more com—
Rerpouer' relations, the Star Wars or‘table and enii':‘huslastic about school...
eme, and on_local issues such as the ank you for the help and instruction
emsscon of foul odors from Vauxhall's lyou ‘ve gwen Dana_., He has enjoved being
your class_.. and ha een challenged

%%Ydratmg plant. Natural y, he lunged

With near passion into the ﬂ enou

“Séaper project, because i appea ed to He ‘S
major interests. hiah!

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

a1 and little harder.
qearecr. and rarln?rto g0 to Ju:rsorer
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FiX THE VAUXHALL ROADS

_ The Vauxhall roads are ‘{'#st terrible.
Cherie Gunther thinks that the town
should do more about the streets.

. "The streets cause dust and com-
plaunts from all the people," says Cherie.
‘When you drive into Vauxhall, vyou are dis-
i gusted. The
Ppeople would
pave the
roads, but
some Eeople

asks. The

: = Town of
\ ~ades the streets, but that
isn't. aood enough. Some of £he potholes
are so bad that if you drive through them
you will damage your car!

Vauxhall

Cherie said, "| sure don't know why
they don't do anyvthing. | am sure that it
will {Dlease a lot of Eeo‘ale- if the town
would fix the streets, | am sure that
Uauxhall would be a better place to live
in.

THROW OQUT THE GUM

Cherie Gunther doesn't think that
there should be any gum in all schools.

People that chew gum annoy other
peoprle by smacking. The people who cheuw
gum also annoy other

eople by _blow .

ubbles. They stick
their gum under
desks, tables and
other things. That is
very_ hard to clean!
Cherie thinks that
people who chew gum

o
tant rule. Cherie
thinks that it ruins
the whole school if
they allow pecple to chew gum. Those are
=some_of the reasons Cherie thinks that
cheuwing gum in schools is not a very good
thing to do.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

1 don't think there should be capital
punishment.

I think that
they should have
ital gumshment
anly if they
de<serve it_ If they
aren‘'t smart .
enouah not to kill,
then they deserve

if they do . .
this. then maybe the criminals will stop

«lEing more pecople.

These are some of the opinions that |
aave about capital punishment.

in schgol a dis= .
beyind a Vary-fipoi* X

STOP
WATCHING
T.V.

{ think that
children should
stc;ﬁ watchlng s0o
muc ]TU, l£o St of
people Jgust si
around watchsng TV
all day and dont
get anything else

one. In the ,
Gunther house thei/ can't watch any TV
shows after school. | think that is &

ood idea because after schogl vou should
ge finishing your homework. 1 like it be-
cause now | can relax after supper.

GUNTHER'S
GIMMICK

PRIZE WINNING NEWSPAPER

GIRL DOES FAVOR
FOR SISTER

Cherie made a little
ba%' for her sister Tracy
last month. She made it
on a seuwina machine at her

ouse. She had n ing to
SUSE enrer N2 path
started
to seu.
She made
the bag a_pretty color

of blue. Tracy was ver
hagpy when she treceive
it because she never had
a_place to keep her doll
clothes. Cherie was pt-oud
of what she had made.

GIRL LOST IN MEDICINE HAT

Cherie %ot lost in Medicine Hat Park
last year. herie went on a picnic with
her family and grandparents. rie was
Playmgr_on the swings when her mother
gaid, "Time to go, Cherie!" She called back,
‘Coming, Mom!" Cherie said that she would
irun all the way to her grandparents'
house while the rest of the pecple drove.
She thought she could beat them home.
Cherie ran the wrong direction and got
lost. She ran and ran all over the place
and never saw a familiar house. Cherie's
dad was driving around and saw her and
picked her up. he was crying and )
frightened. At the table, everyone sighed
glg'r\_ “"sacd, Cherie, Cherie, Cherie, t a

OO0 000000000000000000000000000ooooooooood
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THINKING about WRITING

in the SCHOOLS

How can writi best be taught? Can
it be taught eff ively at all or must it
be "caught"? How much, if any, structure
or content can be taught uwithout taking
away the "voice" of the student? Houw
important is “ownership" and how can it be
preserved and enhanced in student writ—
iNa? Is writing “systematic" and can it be
taught in an organized way? Should dif—
ferent types of writing be taught differ-
ently, and if so, which aparpaches suit
which types of urltang? dhich approach
has the greatest potential for attaining
a proper, balance between “content®, “deu-
elopment” and “mechanics"? How can a
teacher teach children hou to urite?

These questions and many more were
the toEocs of discussion in a class taken
by Warkentin and taught by Kath_ly Berry
on "Teaching UWriting in the Schools.® Each
SLass was organized into "Yours, Mine and

rs" Permit professor input, student
in cooperative class activities.

"l learned a lot in this course inl
from the way that it was tausht,” Warfcan—

The students each
wrote a sho paper
to the professor each
uweek and received a
uritten response.

“Kathy had a hard
that eotn il aohe
- even ej
students,” Harkentin said, "but she u?as
gemonstrﬁtmg a way of nNg writin
that has en found to be very effect-
ve. It was a great oppo ty for us to
reflect seriously on various aspects of
uwriting and to get a fef_‘l us response. We
carried on a personal dialogue

One of the questions addressed b
Warkentin 51 his ,?ournal 335 uhether. Of}!
not writing can be taught “systematically".

He related his commitment to having
students “urite every day, they uwould
write ihe same scribbler in order
coll writing 'systematically'. The
sowrce of many ideas would the curti-
culum de and a 'systematic’ approach
would used to try to meet the re—-
Quirements. A week could be spent on
Eg ma type of writing, as list n

e ypui e, and students could ‘systemati—
s,all practise that type each d%y for
ive days. In this way, instead of moving
at ran from one type to another
teachers could ‘systematically’ introduce
iidren to a variety of types of writing.
ny of thefe types of writing are of a
non—fictional natyr cllaractgri;ed by
more raestrictive limts than fiction or
poe . In summaries, outlines, reports
and editorials, for example, patterns are

common and recognition

of those patterns is
another aspect of

teaching_writing ‘sys-—

tematically.' Finally, he
concluded, most writing

tends in the process

itself also to proceed .

in a systematic manner from the idea

generatlon stage to an outline or first
raft, through the editing stages to the

final draft.

... The professor responded -
with lengthy comments, sag.ung ‘This he Es
me think of what systema ically means to
teaching writing without destrovying what

writing really is..."

Students in the class also read books
and papers about writing and discussed
them in a seminar context uhere one or
two would take the author's point of view
and seek to explain and defend the posi—
tion in the book or paper. According to
Warkentin, the work of Donald Graves in—
fluenced these discussions more than that
of any other scholar.

Students were required also to write

a major paper. Unlike requirements in
other courses, the emphasis was on the
pProcess. "We were asked to submit a copy
of each stage of the writing," Warkentin
said, "including outline, rough draft and
final draft. he idea was at we would

et feedback on each step and would thus

e able to make significant improvements.
Obviously, it was an illustration of how we
might work with our ocwn students™

. One day was spent on a field trip to
Gleichen an Calgarﬁ; to see writing pro—
grams_in action. "“There are not mqn?'
echools around here with active writing
programs,” Warkentin said, "so we were

Pleased to be
able to make this
trip." In Gleichen
they observed a
McCracken type
approach in
primary grades
and mcthe Cg'l— .

ary Cappy Smar
gchqo] they sau
a similar pro—
aram being used

rracious]

with grades 1 through 6.

Although he had worked with a writing
l:(»rogram for several years himself, War—
entin took the course in order to learn
what others had been doing. His own main
focus uwas on the use of_ word gr‘ocessmg
in teaching writing, especially at the upper
elementary level

*This course_ helped me toua{'d a
deeper appreciation of the complexities of
the writing process," he concluded. "“Some
of the approaches we had been using were
confirmed in the research and experiences
of others. Our main strength is that ue
have at least been struggling to improve
our writing program
and have had some

ood results. He still

ave a lot to learn,
espe al]y about
strategies such as
teacher-student
conferencing. But
we're getting there "
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WHAT'S THE WORD IN
WRITING INSTRUCTION
AND RESEARCH?

"Writing in the schools is getting a lot
of attention these dayvs," says kruin War—
kentin, graduate student at the Universi-
ty of Lethbridge. In the past five years,
Warkentin has taken his_ own interest in
writing into his grades S and 6 classrooms
as a teacher and into his graduate stu-—
dies program.

He credits this reneuwed interest to a
number of factors.

] “in the era of the ‘back to the ba—
sics' movement, critics of education start-
ed looking especially at
students’ writing ability,
and mostly, they didn't
like what ey sau. Man

raduates were not able

o _communicate well in
uwriting"

Warkentin savs that
traditional approaches
to language arts have
often i:)een ineffective.

"Research shows that
most teachers relied
rather heavily on
teaching mechanics. In
My own experience, we
were usuag‘y required to
write one draft of an
assianment was

rraded by the teacher and returned.

requently, there were many red teacher
marks which we may or may not have
looked at. The grade was what counted.
There was no emphasis on a process of
learning to write ™

Warkentin feels that most teachers
were themselves neither experienced nor
tracn?d as writers and very few, he savys,
were interested in writing.

/11

“Obviously, then, they were not able
:;.{? ed't:ﬁ:]a"te us very well in this important
ife skill. .

His ouwn interest is what kept him
working at u_npr'oulnﬁ his writing, Warkentin
says. "l enéoyed. the challenge of Eutt,ln
wor-ds together in different ways to fin
the combination that seemed the best way
. of saying something.*

Over the years, he
has written many papers
and has had some pub-
lished. He hopes to put
some_of his neuw found
knowledge about writing
to use n the classroom.

] “One of my classes,
in particular, has lped
me to understand the
nature of writing,"” he
reports, referring to
the course, ‘Teaching
Writing in the Schools.’
"As we read, discussed,
and visited schools, we
gained a new appreci—
ation for the challenge

///

TEACHING WRITING
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rrina to write and
gf‘ Leealpinggothers to
learn.

Effective urltone
projects reveal that a
rocess apprgach has
een successful in help—
ing students to learn to
write.

“It ems very im-—

or-tant to communicate
ghe fact that good
writing is the result of
a process,"” he says.
“Students must realize
that even the best
writers take their work
through more than one
or two drafts," he said.

Warkentin summarized recent research
by saving that it emphasizes that ur‘ttmg
is a process and that, when most effect-
ively done, it is highly individualistic.

“Effective teachers of writing have
found that it is important for students
to urite often, preferably every day," he
explained.  “Mechanics are not stressed
in this daily practice because the writing
is private and because fluency of ideas is.
important. eachers may respond in diff-
erent ways to this daily practice.

But more than quantity is needed to
create writing ability, he continued. It is
common for teachers then to reqxnre .
sguden_ts to chogse a se{;ctoon. of their
ouwn writing in order to reuvise and improve
it for publication.

. "That's when mech-
anics become important,”
he e sized. "It is
when we write for
others that we need to
follow the rules of com—
munication. Learning the
conuer\tions of lancuage
can a a coopera-—
tive e?gogg- bﬁa,aﬂ know
that students, like our—
selves, often know more
than is applied. e
students enter into the
spirit of writing for
publication, they become
amazingly effective as
geer editors _and thus

2ke a lot of pressure
off the teacher."

Warkentin reports that publication
can take many forms, Frgg classroom
readings to neuscfapers bulletin board
displays to bound boo that are made
and circulated among c s members.

... It is this whole process, from pre-
uwriting activities to revision and finally to
publication, that has gained a lot of cred-
ibility in academic circ ef." he concludes.

t our school, ue're also on this track.
We have a long way to_go, t at leas
ue're moving that way."

in addition to t Arrle Gang newspa-
ers, students of Jé% thave pubﬁshed
aaggnuogks in a ga_getyho{-‘ Wa sﬁhé..lt.san
o an outsider how we C
learn to urﬁ;e ancf how much they agwally
seem to enjoy it," Warkentin says.

AL\
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STUDENT TEQCHER . CATEGORY EXPERT AMATEUR
CONFERENCING: Promoting Student comments a7 2%
udent reads alou 4 L
Impr\ovement n Nr‘ltlng Student answers questions 14x 15%
Student asks questions 84 0%
““HHH”I”“ IHII'"““lII” One-to-one ) :
conferencing TOTAL STUDENT TALK 62X 34%
; /// betuween the -
/4 i teacher and Jeacher asks questions 17% 26%
' each individual Teacher answers questions 0 0
3, student is Teacher reads aloud 0x =
A . the most ef- Teacher comments 21~ 8%
b fective way . .
||| to promote TOTAL TEACHER TALK 38% 66%
it i development
in writing. OBSERUATIONS
So says an overwhelming amount of 1. About half the time in an expert and a
research, according to lruin Warkentin, small percentage of time in an amateur
teacher of the Vauxhall Elementary School conference is spent on student comment.
currentLI‘y.on leave for graduate studies
at the University of Lethbridge. 2. About a fifth of the time in an amateur
. .. conference and a small percentage of
Baf Fputting together the findings from time in an expert conference is spent on
two ot his courses, namely TEARCHING WRITING reading the students' writing.

W
and ANALYSIS OF TEACHING, Warkentin was

able to reach conclusions that were rele— 3. The total time spent on student talk is
vant to his oun teaching situation, parti- about tuice as large in an expert as in
cularly the teaching of writing. an amateur conference.

"l had done some back{_grounc_l reading 4. About three times as much time is spent
and was interested in con ereru:m?< esFe— in the teacher ansuering questions in
cially after reading about the work o an expert than in an amateur conference.

Donald Graves,” he said. '"Graves stressed

the need to stimulate writing tyg providing S. Aibout one tenth of the time in an ex-—
each student with autonomy, with the pert and one third of the time in an
freedom to make a lot of chogices with re— amateur conference is spent on teacher
spect to writing. Naturally, then, writing comments.

becomes very individualized and this e~

quires a strategy of individualizing the IMPLICATIONS

teacher's attention. That calls for one— . i . . )
to-one conferences.* This _study in his Analysis of Teaching
course also Eevea‘led other snggg‘écant

.Toward the end of the ngple Gano dif ferences betuween the way Graves
project, Warkentin began to try this was conducting conferences and the way
strategy wi his ade six students. He that they had worked out in the early
immediately encountered the obstacle that attempts made by Warkentin.
is mentioned first as an objection to using . .

Since he agreed uwith Graves on such

this _teaching method: Houw do vou find the
i b Y as objectives as student autonomy and

time?
ouwnership, Warkentin determined to make
"I was fortunate to have a parent ghanges in the way that one—-to-one con-
volunteer who was also a teacher. erences would be conducted in the

took charge of the rest of the class future.
while | held individual conferences.” . .
“Obviously, | need to find ways of

. HWarkentin_explained that Graves reducing the amount of teacher talk and
writes in detail in his books about how of encouraging students to talk more
teachers might conference effectively, about their: writing," he abserved. "l need
but that it is still a challenge to carry to devote less time to reading student
on a conference without teacher domina- text and more time to listening to student
tion of the student. comments. “”mm””ll ||""""}"""”||
] "1 was concerned that my conferenc- The stu- ' 'l“'ll l
ing was not allowing the student enough dy also
control," he explained, "so | developed an revealed
instrument tha.g would let me compare my other
conferencing with that of an expert such relevant
as Graves.* information I III

Graves had published. word—for—word “Teachers l‘l l" |||"
transcripts of some of his intervieus, so really need b -
Warkentin read them onto tape and anal- to work on
ﬁzed them and compared them with his own. finding a way to talk to each student

e concentrated especially on finding out individually,” Warkentin concluded. "How to
how much of the conversation was by the do that is a problem that challenged even
student and how much by the teacher as an expert such as Graves"
well as on what sort of conversation it - ] ] . .
was. "l used a time-dependent instrument I've been involuved in writing and in,

to measure the amount of time spent in teaching writing for many vears. Studvirng
telling, asking, answering or reading the about € has been a valuable expetience
student's story,” he explained. and a real encouragement."
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WHERE ARE Y(OU
COMING
FROM?

The Case
for
Autobiography

At least one prof-—
fessor at the University
of Lethbridge believes
in_the value of using
autobiography to improve
the classroom curriculum.

Dr. Richard Butt was the teacher in a
curriculum course taken by Warkentin last
summer in which the focus of attention
was the teacher's oun experience.

"We spent a lot of time in discussion,
reflection and writing about ourselves
our backaround, ocur working reality, the
way we do things in our classrooms, and
gossuble directions that we might take in

he future," Warkentin recalled.

HWhile many courses begin with some
theoretical basis, Butt encouraged his
students, most of them teachers during
the school year, to consider their own
experience as a valuable starting place
for new insights.

“We wrote four lengthy papers and
shared parts of each uwith the class,"
Harkentin explained. "The idea was tﬁat,
we would look for patterns and themes in
our lives and in our teaching in order to
try to understand how we function as
teachetrs."

Or. Butt gave the students a lot of
freedom in how they expressed them—
selves, saying that the form that they
used was also an lmEortant part of the
message. With the Keegstra case still

rominent in educational discussions, .

arkentin described his ouwn experience in
terms of a legal hearing, imagining himself
as being required to give evidence of
teaching competence. "It certainly helped
me to focus my thoughts and express
myself," he said.

The students began with a paper
called "Classroom Reality,” in which they
tried to describe in great detail the situ—
ation in which they worked. In this assign—-
ment, Warkentin tried to understand him—
self as a teacher, his value sg_stem, why
be became a teacher, uhat motivates him,
what he tries to achieve uwith students,
sources of satisfaction and €frustration
and how he might spend a typical day.

"We didn't completely forget about

theory, however," he said. "“Or. Butt was

ood g{‘, bringing in the theory at just
1l’?he right time so that it would help us to
understand classroom reality.” Students
were required to read supporting articles
and books which helped them to under-—
stand how teachers derive practical know-
ledge from experience.

sjulssjajujuja]sjujsjsjajejsjajajaiaja]ja]jujnjsjals]a]jalalsasjalujulufaijafu]u]u]=]=

“lWe gained valuable insights into our-
selves and into our classmates during and
after the sharing time,” Harkentin report~
ed. "“Each of us would read a part or_ all
of a paper to the class, and the profes-
sor would encourage us to discover F t-
terns and themes In that person's lite"

Dr. Butt stressed the importance of
confidentiality, empathy and compassion
and warned against a Judomental attitude,
saving that such postures would greatly
hinder the effectiveness of the approach.
Instead, students were encouraged to be
supporéive and to try to help others
mainly by beina positive and affirmina.

“That helped us to be honest with
ourselves and with one another," recalled
HWarkentin, "and in this non—threatening
context we were able to look at ourselves

more realistically.”

The second assignment required them
to _go back into their own history to re-
call and describe the influences that
shaped their development as teachers,

- pciuding people, events-and experiences

that seemed to have a significant impact.

“That turned out to be very useful
for me," Warkentin related. "It was some-—
thing that | was interested in anyway. It
helped me to appreciate in new ways what
various persons have meant to me and it
helped me to recognize how | came to be
the way | am today, why, for example, |
have such an interest in computers.

In addition to this fondness for
technology, Warkentin discovered such
themes as a strong sense of independence
and a continuing quest for adventure.

The third assignment brought them
back to the present with a focus on their
present curriculum practices. "This assign—
ment went well beyond the usual descrip—
tions of what subjects or topics we
teach,” Warkentin said. “We were encour-
aged to describe our own unique way of
teaching, how we make decisions and how uwe
actually function in the classrogm." He
stressed the value to himself of having
to think through the pedagogical approach
that he uses in his classroom teachino.

"Again, we were asked to think of
themes, but Dr. Butt also nudged us to,
look for possible ways of changu)g and im—

toving on the way we normally did things.

his assignment gave Warkentin an oppor-
tunity to evaluate also the Apple Gang
Project.

The last assignment, as can_be antici—
gated, required them to try to look into
he future and, on the basis of themes
and patterns previously identified, to af-
firm their oun strengths and to plan ways
of correcting weaknesses.

Although such an autobiograghical
apprcach has many detractors. it was to
have a profound impact on Warkentin's
personal philosophy. “For one thing," he
said, "it affirmed my convictions that this
agpr‘oach could also be used uwith younger
students, as | had begun to discover in my
writing program. But most significantly, it
encouraged me to undertake a rigorous
self-evaluation which will definitely affect
me when | return to the classroom. M{ "
sincere appreciation to Dr. Richard Butt.
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SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE?

Principles of
Dh“f‘er‘entlated
Instruction

Did the Apple Gang News-—
paper Project provide

wor thuwhile learnlng experl—
ences for students at all
levels of ability™ Did it in—
corporate these principles?

[

1 Present content that is
related to broad-based
issues, themes and pro—-
blems.

2. Integrate multiple disci-
plines into the area of
study.

3 Present comprehensive,

related and mutuall{ rein—
forcing experiences within an
area of study.

4 mlou f-‘or indepth learn—
g a self-‘—selected
tgpac ult N an area of

dy.

5- Develop independent or
self—directed study skills.

6 Develop productive,
complex, abstract and~-
or higher level thinking

skills.

§

7- Develop research skills
and methods.

000 oNooOoo00o000D0oo00000000000000000000000040
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8. Focus on open—ended
tasks.

g. lntegrate basic skills
and ht%her' level thinking
skills into the curriculum.

10 Encourage the deve-
lopment of products

that use new techniques,

materials and forms.

11 Encour'age the deve—
g ent of products

that C allenge ex:st,lng ideas

and produce "new" ideas.

12 Encourage the deve-
lopment of self-
under st anding, that is,
recogmzung ones abﬂatues.
becomnng directed, an
appecua ing llkenesses and
ferences between
oneselF and others.

13 Evaluate student
outcomes usin:

appropriate and specific

criteria throu self—

a al an rough
’ pﬁ'.ealfon—re erenced and/

or standardized instruments._

FROM: Dauis, G. A
41985). Eoucaﬁon

F THE GIFTED AND
TQLENTED En%leuood Cliffs,

NJ: Prentice—

Comment: unite not
all of these crlter'la were
achieved <4, 7,

were recogmzed ‘y
& dges in

omgu er Clubs

10 ) as contri—

butsng {:o £he success of
the project.

competition

[
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COMPUTERS O]
for o=
COMPOSING
GRISTTEURDSY QOI’fD SNBL&%E%O—

CESSING PROGRAMS, by Chris Mann, Univer-
sity of British Columbia, September, 1984

After a three month case study of
composing on computers, involuving three
arade five students and the Bank Street
b

riter progaram, Chris Mann reached a _num-—-

er of conclusions, many of which would be
true also of the Apple Gang Neuwspaper
Project. Here are some major findings of
this study:

1. Students demonstrate a high level of
motivation for writing.

. Students are enthusiastic about writ-
ing whether they write individually or in
roups.

« Students enjoy reading their words on
the screen.

a Students who have usually done little
or Nno writing show a greater desire to
compose and do so enthusiastically.

« Students are exposed to excitino and
new technology, but maintain their enthu—
siasm once the novelty has worn off.

s Students demonstrate a reduction in
anxiety toward writing.

« Students are less inhibited about
writing.

s« Students are able to overcome the
blank page block.

6 Students feel comfortable writina.
1 Students are_eager to_examine thei
ideat in wrting, ——— — - - - nelk

e« Students demonstrate a willingness
to explore meanings more fully.

« Students are relieved that their
writing does not have to be perfect the
first time.

=« Students compose longer pieces of
writina.

« Students spend more time composing.

15- Students demonstrate greater
creativity and freedom in theirr composing
process as errors are so easily fixed.

s Students feel more positive about
revising.

s Students demonstrate a willingness
tgl revise because it is easy and enjoy—
able.

18- Students revise and edit more.

19. Students do a more careful, thor-
h Jjob of editing.

e Students revise and edit more
quickly than usual.

21- Revision becomes a more creative
process where strategies for re—vision,
seeing again, are applied.

« Younger students edit by inserting
or deleting, while older students move
centences or sections around.

« Students movetf-‘rggn changing Eyp-
i spelling and punctuation errors to
Qt-?éng?ng u?:urds and sentences and finally
fo changing and reorganizing whole seg-
ments of material.

« Students generally learn to edit
less for details and develop systems for
concentrating on sequence, organization

and meaning.

= Students put more thought into
the ouverall structure of their writina.

a Many people, including student writ-
ers, feel that the quality of the writing
improves.

e MWriting becomes communicative
rather than Jjust mechanical

e Students love seeing the printed
version of their writing.

e« Students are willing to share their
writing with others.

s Students are proud of their writing
efforts.

Students with poor handuwriting feel
much better about what they can
produce.

a Students do not need sophisticated
3 ing skills in order to compose.

e Students found the Bank Street
Writer word processing program easy to
use.

_ « Students had no difficulty operat-
:?rn eﬁ keyboard,_disk drive, monitor and

s Students enjoyed learning about
computers and felt they were deue]oging
skills which would have f-yuture applications.

s Students learned to value their

own experiences and_thoughts due to
writing about them almost daily.

« Students more than doubled the
gantlty of written work.

« Students spent more time editing
some pieces than they did drafting them.

s Students were very fluent typists,

tyvpi fast t t
wm“;glongsh aenrd- han they were able to

s Although students did not make
major changes involving moving large
amounts of material around, _Ehey did use
a variety of editing strategies.

Commen'tS-'- Nearly all conclusions

reached by Mann with three students were
confirmed in the Apple Gang project with
21 ?‘rade six students. The evidence in
both points overwhelmingly to very posi-
tive learning experiences for all students.
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in order to allouw student

SO NHQT‘? writers maximum grouwth in
. the writing process,
several computers per
classroom (s a minimum re-—

O O quirement to work toward.

Like teachers who provide
strong modeling in writing

classes by writing them—

Sﬁ‘lv%s, thoie %eagﬂergse
M H o demonstrate e
ImP]ICa‘tlonS gf‘ a word processing pPro—

or gram are pouwerful role m »els-
Teachers uwill need to

Educators C? learn editing skills and houw

From the Chric Mann Study to teach them effectively.

Word processors have Student writers feel very
revolutionized the pro-— positive and enthusiastic
fessional writing industr about writing, editing and
and have the potential €o @ publishing usungeuor pPro-—
do the same in the writing cessors, and teachers,
class. should capitalize on this
eagerness.

Educators have a respon- i .
cibility to ensure that Conferencing with a
many more computers and teacher is still needed as
accompanying word pro— it will prompt student
cessing programs are uriters to revise.
purchased in each school. - .

Teachers will need to give much more
Teachers and other edu-— instruction on revision,
cational staff need to especially since writing and
become familiar with com— re—writing on word
puters and word process-— ptrocessors can be done
ors in order to be com- s0O ?u1ck y_and more
fortable the technology. drafts will be produced.

' Parents, trustees, school That computersg mechanize
board of-‘ﬂc:al_s, and some-— and depersonalize in—
times even principals and struction is a misconce_f»—
teachers need to have tion. eachers are still
the value of computers very much needed to guide
and word processors Nl"‘lt_ll"!g_ and editing

demonstrated to them in_order to : activities.
guar‘an_tee, appropriate allocation of funds
or this signitficant technology. Teachers must be sure to
: oL I X e R S : - 1 lat students use word :
Teachers and other: edu-— processors for compgsing,
cational staff who learn not just for typing fina
to use a word processor drafts.
for their: owun qur,poses. .
can develop efficiency in Teachers will spend less
. many areas of their per-— time evaluating and
sonal lives, and familiarize themselves with correcting _final drafts
he word processing program and its value and more time consulting
at the same time. on intermediate drafting

and revising stages.

Teachers become comfort— Time spent proofreading
able andi atbease ulgh word gtugient Pa| g;gllffor pPuUnc—
rocessin spending uation_a ing er-
@ gmple timegus:rng them. . @ rors_ will be reduced as a

result of the various
spelling and dictionary

Student writers deserve programs which accompany word pro-—
opportunities for develop- cessors.
excellent writing and Teachers must remember

in

e&tlng skills, and word that improvements in writ—

processors are pouerful teg exgr‘essnon will only be

and successful tools for made when students edit

aiding that purpose. and revise their work with
a knouwledgoe of the stand-

Computers and word pro— ards of good writing. |
cessors can _be used Successful writing programs require
effectively for a uide teachers to value the expression of
varijety of Job—irelated students' own writing, to talk with them
tasks in education. about their writing, and to teach them houw

to write effectively.
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LOOK'NG BQCK in-to Lawlor: Young children strugaled

with kevboarding skills.

COMPUTERS |n Bradley and K_urtlc'saf_: ggrggsbggg:e a

NR'T'NG INSTRUCTION g§' gtzggﬁiesgsiﬁggrades 6 and 8
atter only a few week of

A REVIEW OF LITERATURE on the practice.

use of comput in writin
instructionp:"esgglsmthat s?)me . WORD PROCESSING MAKES EDITING

S
impor-tant questions have been EASIER FOR STUDENTS.
ansuered.

=EE

1
J
L

Papert: Increased motivation at

1. COMPUTERS CAN BE USED IN & computers resulted in part from
MASTERFUL WAY BY ELEMENTARY ease of making corrections.

SCHOOL STUDENTS. .

Bradley: Students found editina
Seymour Papert: Even very changes easier on the screen
young children can learn to pro— than on paper. Even first i
gram computers and use them as graders, althought relying heavily

word processors. on teacher keyboarding, seemed

highly motivated by the ease uith
Robert Lawlor: A five year old which they could change what
girl was able to interact with the they had dictated earlier.

computer and to make it achieve .
meaningful objectives. Stromberg & Kurth: Eighth

L graders found that changes were
Uirginia Bradley: All grade 6 stu- made more easily on a word
dents in a certain class mastered Processor.

word ptrocessing over a period of
several weeks.

=EE

]
1

WHILE A CONSENSUS HAS BEEN
HIEVED ON._SOME QUESTIONS,

H 2. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AC
ARE PI'?GSHLY MOTIVATED BY OTHERS HAUE NOT YET BEEN
COMPUTE AND EM TO PERFORM CONUINCINGLY ANSKWERED.
AT A HIGHER LEVEL.

Papert: Heightened motivation 1. Can elementary age students
resulted at least in part from learn to compose as well at .
the capability of being able to computers_as they can uith pencil
produce neat and clean copy. and paper?

Br-adley and Stromberg & Kurth: 2. Does skill in word processing

Computers seem to encourage lead to the application of

children to perform at at higher better revision strategies?

_levg;l of jnvolvement agd achieve—- . ‘

ment.—- .= e A - 3. Does skill in word processin?.
lead to an improvement in t

Most researchers: Children have quality of student writing?

a positive attitude rd

working with computers. 4_ go%s uéord procggsinéa contri—

: ute to more effective mas-—
3. (E‘OEPL“;UEESgEE?g % TOQll_LaK'II'EHQT tery of %asic u_li'itin hssi“g than
Paper an encil methods?

ADULTS QED LIVUE VICARIOUSLY IN AN i

ADULT WORLD. 3. Are certain t{pes of weiiting,
such as structured uriting,

Papert: Computers helped child- tauoht more effectively by word
ren to act like adults by praovid- processing than other t‘;pes,
ino experiences in problem solving such as creative writing”

that seemed more real, especially

when they were involved in pro— 6. Does skill in word_ processin
aramming. Computers could help make it possible for students
students act like writers. to complete larger and better

writing projects?
4. STUDENTS AT THE GRADE € LEVEL J
CAN MASTER WORD PROCESSING. 7. Does the use of computers and
. . especially word processing
Papert: MWord processing is a affect the way students think
legitimate application of compyut- about language and the writing
ers, even uwith very young child- Process?

SETRTRAIRATITE TR RAEEII O AR} TSI
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UNIVERSITY ol

WHAT'S IN AN
M. Ed. ?

~Teacher I. Warkentin
of the Aprl2 Gana took
profecssional leave for
further studies the
year atter the pro-
eCct described here.
hat did he study?

1. Education 661-663, EDUCATION OF THE
GIFTED. CREATIVE AND TALENTED, takiz=n
at McGill University; lectures, seminars and
four week practicum in_McGill Summer
Schoal for Gifted and Talented Students;
directly affacted fApple Gang project

2. Education 5200 CURRICULUM STUDIES AHD
. CLASSROOM PRACTICE, Dr. 0. Common;
first class in which Warkentin began to
examine the use of computers in schools,
especially for word processing; proved to
be essential to major thrust into critical
ggal_ysﬂs of rhilosorhical thought in later
es

3- Education 3350 STRATEGIES FOR EDUCA-
TIONAL RESEARCH, Or. C. Coates; first
class in_uhich Warkentin beaan to consider
the Apple Gang eroject as a subject of
research; proposed several alternative
approaches; prroblem with data; proved to
be critical to undetrstanding of research

4. Education SS20 ANALYSIS OF TEACHING,

Dr. R. Whitehead; first course in which
Harkentin began to study the process
approach to writing instruction, especially
teacher-student conferercing, an area on
which he planned to concentrate in future
uwriting instruction; became comfortable
uWith strategies of analyzing teaching

5._ Education S300 GREAT EDUCATORS I, Dr.
R-*Anderson; a critical study of the
works of Plato, Comenius, Rousseau, White—
head and Deue:{; oppor-tunities to develop

and defend philosophical position papers:
Harkentin wrote five papers and dialogued
on 50 others

6. Education 5201 IMFROUING THE CLASSROOM

CURRICULUM, Dr. R. Butt; first course in
use of autobioaraphy to improve instruct-
or, gave Warkentin oprortunity to examine
hlsfor_lcal roots of present classroom
practices and to analyze need for
improvement; wrote about 100 pages of
autobiogr aphy

?. Education $S930 EUVALUATION METHODS,

Dr. M. Greene; study of approaches to
methods of evaluation; second attempt to
come to grips with Apple Gang project for
hesis; problems with desian; course useful
or evaluation of school ptograms

8- Education S301 GREAT EDUCATORS W, Dr.

R. Bruno—Joffre & Dr. R. Gall; further
oPrortunity for critical analysgis of philo—
gophical works — Durkheim, Freire, Brandt,
skinner, Bruner, Rogers; Warkentin wrote
BiX papers and dialogued on 30 others

9. Education 4271 TEACHING WRITING IN THE
SCHOOLS, Prof. K. Berry; further op-
portunities to review research on writing
and analyre own classrocom teaching, in—
cluding the Apple Gang papers; dialogue
with lanquage arts specialist; Warkentin
made third attempt to propose the Apple
Gang project for thesis-project; problems
with purpose; many insights into writing

10. Education 4217 CURRICULUM DEUVELOP-
MENT SEMINAR IN MUSIC, visiting pro-—
fessor from U of C; nothing to do with
the Apple Ganga progect; relevant to,
administrative decizion making regarding
use of computers in music instruction

11. Education 4405 TEACHING STUDENTS WITH

SPECIAL INTELLECTUAL OR CREATIUVE ABILI-
TIES, Dr. G. Millar; Harkentin had opportu—
nities to study moadels of G/C-T teaching
and to develor curriculum materials

12. Management 3080 INFORMATION SYSTEMS,

Prof. A. Spackman; introduction to
IBM computers and softuware; heavy de-—
mands in word processing, spreadsheet,
database, programming and financial appli—
cations; very useful to personal and ad-
ministrative applications

13. Computing Science 33980 APPLIED
STUDIES, Prof. B Conrad; opportunity
to design and car‘r{‘ out own project in
database construction and application;
Warkentin gained mastery of softyare
packaaes useful in home, school, church

14. Education 5910 INDEPENDENT STUDY N
CLASSROOM USE OF COMPUTER SOF TWARE,
Dr.. D. Burnett; Warkentin had opportunity
of surveying and appraising the software
ouned by his school and putting it on a
computer database for school use

15-" Edacation S330 INSTRUCTIONAL SUPER-
. UISION, Dr. J. Twa; follow—up to analy—

sis of teaching; opportunity to train as

clinical supetruisor; useful in career

16- Education 6002 ONE-COURSE PROJECT:
A PERSONAL STUDENT NEWSPAPER. D D.
Burnett & Dr. K. Butt; culmination of
greulous attempts to come to terms with
Lhe Aprle Gang proJgect; ogportumty to
simulate process used by his students in.
creating a personal newspaper; opportuni—
ty to ex?lore and master "Neuwsroom", &
prrogram likely to be useful in future
newspaper work; opportunity to explore
personal interest of journalism; opportu—
nity to synthesize personal learnings of
the past few years in the classroom and

in the Master's program

Comments- My Master's studies
came at just the right time in my career
and have telped me tremendously in my
Fersonal and ﬁrof—‘ess'onal life. | have
agprec_lated these many opportunities to
stydy in areas of interest to me, with
colleagues and_ faculty who, in their de-
votion to excellence, have been a source
of constant inspr-ation and encourage-
ment. My thanks to a great Universit:
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REVIEW

"THY KEYBOARD

"Silicon!™ roars the king,
“vou're _into curriculum, |
hear. Take a look at this.
See if it's any good. And be
quick! We need a headstart
on this whole computer
thing. The Americans are
ahesd of us again, but we'll
be the first in. Canada, |
declare. I'm going to turn
this province into the Key-
board Kingdom, but 'l need
your adwuice on this docu-—
ment_ |= it any good? UM it
get us uhere | want us to
go g‘"

He frisbees the docu-
ment in my direction and it

S lands uwith a smack in front

of my nose on the floor.

“"CURRICULUM GUIDE for ELEM-

FNTQ%Y COMPUTER LITERACY,"
trread.

“I'N be happg to oblige,”
vour- Highness. lease allow
me ten of your uise men as
consultants, permit me the
use of vour time machine so
that | can tap the wisdom
of the ages, and give me
three years to do a study
wprth:i’ of a roval commis—
ston," | conclude, humbly.

. "Silicon," he roars again
his face turning red. "You
are out of your mind! How
much time do you think Ont-
ario is going to give us?
want to know in one hour
what to do with this thing
for the next ten years.
What you see is what you
get!" With that his royal
guards thrust me into a
gad&ed cell containing a het

sk a acg and—-—wha
agtouc ! — acg?arck ApfEle
computer complete with a
printer and a Mountain
clock card with alarm set
for 60 minutes. "Use that,"
his voice still penetrates
the walls, "and your common
sensel" :

. That was_ the introduc-
tion to a critique in a uni—
versity class written by
Warkentin.

M enjoy trying to make
assignments more interest-
ing,"” he said, "and creativity
is appreciated also at the
graduate level”

In this critique, War-
kentin's task was critically
to analyze a curriculum
quide.

“I usually try to speak
to a certain_audience, and
in this case it happened to
be the Minister of Educa-
tion," Warkentin explained.

The class had been

KINGDOM COME"

asked to develop criteria
with which to evaluate a
curt-iculum document.

“That class helped me a
lot to recoanize the philo-
cophical framework of writ—
ers," Warkentin said, "and in
this case | pretended that
| had to do that for the
Minister."

The criteria which Har—
kertin develops include the
goals of education, ustifi-
cation of the marual on
various grounds, fresenta—
tion in an interestina and
attractive manner, and the
inzlusion of reterences.

"After developing our
own criteria, we were then
to aprly them to the docu-—
ment and establish its .
worth accordinaly,” he said.

"It's possible to be
very critical of such mate-—
rial, especially when it has
been produced in a rush,"
Karkentin conceded, "but we
alsc try to find the good
qualities. This document is
actually guite good and
useful. xercises such as
these help us to under-—
stand and express out own
philosophy better." .

he critique ends as it
began, in the lighter uvein.

| heave a sigh of relief
as the printer begins han-
mering away and as heavy
steps approach my cell

"Have you reached a

s wverdict, Silicon?" the King

demands.
"t have, your Highness."

“Well?" HNot a man of
many words.

“It's =still coming of f on

the 1‘gr'gnter, sir, and when
it's tinished, you can read
it for yourself "
. M don't want to read
it, Silicon! Tell me in plain
English whether it's what |
want.”

. 1 give it a score of
.?4/. Your Highness," | beain.
It has some strenaths. _ _

" "Never mind,” he cut in.
Good work. Fix up the rest
and it'Nl be great. Do that,
and 'l remember you some-—
day in my Kingdom. By the
way, where, in only one
hour, did an ordinary mand-
arin Jike vyou find =0 much
common sense?"

But too tired to mowve,
| slump in my cell and smile.
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"The banner is the place where a
newspaper identifies itself by print—
ing the paper's name." This work
area combines the features of the
other work areas and formats the

Copyright 1384 by results as a banner.

PRINGBOARDS "2
“The photo lab allows you_ to create
——3—33—3% 3% —fF —

your ouwn photos for inclusion in

= vour newspaper " It is possible to

Irhe guaranteed educational softuar select from the library of clip art,
either as it is or modified, or to

create araphics "from scratch" by

DESCRIPTION: What is it? Gzhq ink Sanme Lol Starbics

can be flipped, or they can altered

INTRODUCTION with such tools as drawing, erasing,
. . £ill patterns, circles, lines, boxes
. NEWSROOM was created for journal- and the addition of text in two sizes
ists of all ages. Experienced journalists and several styles. Photos are
will find it has the tools and flexibility to created to illustrate barmners and
create surprisingly stylish, sophisticated stories or for their own sake as
publications. HNovices, young and old, will rarhic content (such as an adver-—
find it provides a fascinating introduction gisement, for examplel.
to the world of Jjournalism and newspa-—
pers. It's fun to write your own newspa- c. The COPY DESK work area
per. and doing so challenges oraanizational
skille, writing abilities and creative pro- “In the copy desk work area you write
cesses. the copy for your newspaper. You
" . . will work on one _ganel at a time b
When you are working in the NEWS— combining text with photos from the
ROOM, you are busy organizing thoughts, Photo Lab work area’ QA panel is a
translatino them into prose, creating convenient way of dividing up the
photos ouf of clip art, layina out the a%;e to be printed, whether of
pages and rolling the presses. You can etter or legal size. Stories may run
develop newspapers, newsletters ¢l¥ers, to any number of panels. The screen
brochures and information packets for holds one panel at a time, which must
¥our business, school, class, club, team, be saved before clearing the screen
amily and neighborthocod. You can write, and resuming work on the next ﬂanel-
edit, illustrate and add a personal touch Text for panels is available in the
to each publication. The use of NEWSROOM same sizes and styles as in the photo
is limited only by yvour imagination." lab. Text cannot encroach on space

occupied by photos unless is has pre—
viously been incorporated in the

SPECIFICATIONS rphoto lab.
1. Disks: d. The LAYOUT work area
. One Master Program disk jncluded “When the panels and banner have
One Clip Art disk containing been made, they can be arranged
graphics on both sides inCluded onto a page in the layout area."
Data disks required to collect The screen presents a page and
banners, photos, panels and pages calls panels from the data disk. When
First a.dcfltlonal vofme of clip ar all panels for a page have been sel-
is available ected, the page format is saved
- b tati 86 handbook separately.
2. Documentation: one page handboo
containing description, instructions, S. The WIRE SERVICE
tips on journalism, and depiction of . .
graphics available on disk "The wire service allows you to use
yvour modem, if you have one, to send
3. Equipment: or receive pages, panels, banners or
photos.® This allows you to work with
RAuvailable for apple I+, lle or lc people in different places and to
&mmodor‘e 64 exchange information for neuwsparers
. iBM PC and PC.r without sending disks or printed copy
Ntllsruq_’ on one-drive o+ tuwo—drive by mail.
ystem
Accepts input from keyboard, joystick 6. The PRINTING PRESS

koala pad or mouse

Makes use of modem to send informa— "Once a page has been defined in_the

tion to NEWSROOM on other comput-— layout area, you can begin to roll the
ers — compatability among Apple, IBM presses and actually produce your
and Commodore newspaper! The program will also
Supports a large variety of combina— allow printing of individual panels,
§'°"§ of printers and interface banners and photos.
ar
s 7. "The Complete Guide to Creating a
4. Work freas Newspaper" is a 20 page section in—

tended to provide instruction_in the
a. the BANNER work area concepts and skills of Jjournalism.
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The guaranteed educational so{-‘tluaﬁ

INSTRUCTIONS: How to
create a newsletter

1. GET READY

. Be prepared with the two HEWSROOM
disks and plenty of data disks for storing
banner, photos, panels and paages.

Have the manual ready for constant
reference.

) Be prepared to spend several hours
with the first page, since it will take some
time to get accustomed to the procedures

Parer and pencil mi?ht come in handy
t.o make notes and to plan the newsletter.

2. LOAD THE PROGRAM

Keep the Master Program disk in drive
one and be prepared to swap disks often,
even if you have two drives. You can
keep banners, photos, panels and pages
on the same disk. If you do, expect disks
to fill up after several pages, depending
on how many photos vou take. If vou keep
ceparate disks, be prepared for much
more disk swapping.

3. GOTO BANNER WORK
AREA

Choose a banner nmame and create the
banner, using araphics and text. Save
the banner on disk.

4. CHOOSE A STORY TOPIC

Decide what your first article will be
about. Look through the graphics for
one or more pieces that would illustrate
your story. If none is suitable, look for
some that could be modified. Decide on an
approximate length for the article and
identify the graphics that you will use.

S. GOTO THE PHOTO LAB

If vyou have chosen a ready-—made
graphics, call it into the photo lab. Take a
photo and save it to disk. If _you are
modifying an existing piece, call it up and
use the graphics tools to make decsired
changes. If you need something original,

it "from scratch” with the graphics
ggg?st:e o!-‘«tiuayrs remember to take a i’h°t°
and save it to disk before leaving the lab.

5. GOTO THE COPY DESK

If vyou want a photo in the first part
of the article, call it ug and locate it.
Choose a text stvle and enter the head-
irng. Choose a small text style and type
the article. The text will automatically
avoid the space taken by the photo. You
may relocate the photo even after vou
haie begun tvpina. Finish typina the panel
and cave it to disk by a code name that
will tell you where you want it on a page
fFor exampele, 1A). Call up other photos,
type other panels and save them in the
same way. It might be useful to keep
track ot panels on a shest of paper for
later stages in the process. Repeat this
for all stories until your newsletter is
complete.

6. GOTO THE LAYOUT
WORK AREA

Choose the type of rage vou are
planning to layout and the size of the
sheet on which vou will be printina. As the
program prompts you by listing the panels
on disk, arrange the page accordina to
your plan. Save the layout to disk under
a suitable code name. o this for all
pages uwhich are ready to print.

7. GOTO THE PRINTING
PRESS

The first time vou use this feature,

vou will need_to set up the printing con-—-

igur-ation. Then follow the prometing to
print the pages wuhose formats were saved
in the layout step. If you have been
using separate data disks for rhotos

anels and pages, this is where you will be

usy swapping. The proaram then calls
separately for each photo and each
panel. It is _helpful, then, to have them
clearly labelled and oraganized. It takes
lorger to print a page than you might
expect. Multiple copies are thus best
made by means of photocopier.

COMMENTS:

This Fér l&e Gang paper was produced
on three ditferent computers. The pro-
gt-am runs most slouwly on a ll+ because it
needs to access the disk more often.
When run on a 128K Apple lle or lic, tran—
sitions between the Photo Lab and Copy
Becsk are made more quickly. Graphics are
from the original Clip Art disk and from
the Uclume 1 which was released separate—
}?/- On average, it has probably taken

rom two to three hours to produce one
page. Mastering the program to the point
of not having to refer to the manual for
instructions must have taker about 10 to

0 hours. The Wire Service has rmot been
used. The program has served the pur-
pose of creating this "personal student
newspaper.”
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NENSROOM
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he guara;teed educational softuware€

EVALUATION: How good
is 1t?

Many systems have been developed
for the F-urj'pose of evaluatina computer
software. The process of evaluation
often begins with an informal assessment
by the developer or user, but this is not
considered sufficient. Many systematic
approaches use a checklist of criteria or
standards, such as the one used here,
uhich was developed by Stanford Universi—
t¥'s School of Education. Criteria are
often groured into three general catego-
ries. HWhere comparisons are required,
numerical values are sometimes used to
aenerate a total score for each "candi—
date" software. Evaluations can also
take the more sophisticated forms of
Ofen—ended reviews, field trials, and form—
al research based evaluation projects. in
this evaluation of HEWSROOM, a combination
of 1c:’he first three approaches will be
used.

INSTRUCTIONAL QUALITY

[Pocor  Fair Excel

Prgviﬂes Opportunity [ I 1T 1

o Learn

PrLoLuide; fids to I 0]
earning

Motivational Quality [ 1 ][« ]

1”1
[« 1]

Instructional Flexibility| I
Relation to Rest of [ )i

Educational Program

Social Quality of the | 1 H-a ]l ]
Instruct Interaction

Ruality of Assessment | HIREGE ]

I | | .
1]

Lik%lydlrclpéct on |
udents
Likely Im;l:uact on Teach-{ il

ers and Teaching

WEAKNESSES

1. The word processina features do not
operate as swmocthly as those of a
dedicated word processor and take some
getting used to, especially in the graphics

ot~ photo lab work area.

2. The program comes_ uwith hundreds of
araphics but relatively few of them
seem applicable to students in the middle
rades — too many animals and too feuw
icvcles, motorcycles, students in sports,
school activities, hobbies, games, and no
araphics at all on newspaper production.

STRENGTHS of NEWSROOM

it is _not difficult to appreciate the
observation that this software program is
likely to become an educational besteller.
Suddenly, any class with access to micro-—
computers and the ability to put up about
$70 now has the capacity to act like
professional journalists and to create
complete newspapers. The progranm is well
set up and could easily be followed by
elementary school students, but at the
same time, as an effective utility, it could
be u,aluabﬁe even to adults. It has a very
congistent command structure and alway's
performed reliably on_all three computers
on which it was run. The manual is simply
written and easily understood_and very
soon becomes superfluous. HNEWSROOM runs

best on a 128K lie or lic equipped with a
Mmouse.

QUALITY 0OF CONTENT AND GOALS TECHHICAL QUALITY

[Poor Fair Excel [Poor Fair Excel
Accuracy [ 1«1 Reliability [ [ 1]
Importance [ 1 [« 1 Ease of Use { ]l J 1
Completeress C— [+ ] Quality of Display [ ]l 1T 1
Balarce I ] [« ] Quality of Response | )i 1 ]
Interest L1 A« 1 Rlality of Management | N L« |
Fairness [ [« ] Quality of Documerta— | N [ ]
ApprofFriateness [ 1L« ] Other Tech Qualities [ 1 1]

CONCLUSIONS

| have robab&i{‘ spent more than 100
hours with HEWSRO in the past six_ weeks
and have generated 60 pages containin
one banner and 478 panels of text an
araphics. | have repeatedly searched the
manuals, at first for instructions but
also for suitable graphics. Much of the
time was spent in creating or modifying
araphics _and in conceptualizing content of

ages. HMuch time could have been saved if
had sooner started using a mouse for

‘graphics.

Mé' per=onal conclusion is that arade
6 student= could master and enjoy using
HEWSROOM. The program would not replace
word processnn? but would be a useful and
effective supplementary tool for promot-—
ing writing skills in an elementary school.
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THE GOLDEN APPLE AWARD
An Unacademic
Tribute to
Each Member
of the
Original
APPLE GANG!

A casual observer of the Apple Gang
Personal Student Newspaper Project in
the =pring of 1985 might have been for-—
gsuen for missing something. Certainly, in

he hurry and bustle of those three
months in that classroom, there were
enough distractions to preoccupy and
engage the most eager spectator and in
:’;_hebmelee something may well have passed
im by -

. It wouldn't have been the writing
itself, for that is how it all began and
that was obviously the foundation of the
whole project. [t was evident that every
student had collected a_ large number of
written articles of varying lengths from
snn%;le paragraphs to compositions of up
to ten handuritten pages. He noticed
that the style was not what he had heard
about in other places, not so much fiction
or: narrative, but more informational types
of writing. A stuctured approach was
being used, as various limits and para-
meters were being observed, but students
were supplying their own content. He
noticed collections of articles represent-
iNng description, narrative, direction, expla—
nation, exposition, summary and argument.
He noticed longer papers on a variety of
mterd:scu{:hnary 20PlCS, all of them sys—
tematically filed for reference In stud-
ents' binders. It was evident that -the
writing was being produced in the stages
of the process_approach, from pre—uwriting
through several drafts to final publica—
tion, and that they formed an impressive
collection of works from which students
were drawing for their newspapers.

It wouldn't have been the student
autobiography that the observer missed,
for what could be more attractive to a
visitor than to learn about real happen—
ings in the lives of the students? s he

erused the articles that the students
ad written, he began to appreciate the
reasons for calling these papers “person-
al.” He noticed that the students had,
for example, developed news stories about
happeninas in their lives. They had se-—
lected events from their oun backgiround
and had written them up as newsworth
evernts, complete with_headlings and third
erson description. Stories like “"Boy
njured". "Boy Makes Fool of Himself" and
"Girl Sees QOiler=s" spoke vibrantly of action
and excitement and subtly also of the
deliberate cultivation of self-esteem and
self—-confidence through the affirmation
of pert'ﬁonal expe?etr_'\ﬁe- Most obwggs‘lﬁ,s
SO e names o e papers —-— '
EQZéTTE, BRUCE'S BULLEﬁN, KIM'S KATALOG

TATTIANNA'S TITANIC, and 17 others —— re-
vealed that personal names had been com-
bined with newspaper names to create a
truly personal claim in ownership.

it wouldn't have been the Journalism

that escaped attention, for that too uas
uite obuious to anyone familiarr with the
?ormat of a daily newsparer. Each stud-
ent, he notice, was producing a complete
newspaper that closely paralleled the
"“weal" thing. The most obvicus similarities
were those of format. Each paper began
with a banner and was arranged in columns
of text. Each page mas made up of a
combination of articles, lines. headlines and

raphice. But as he lcoked more closely,
ae noticed more significant parallels. Each
paper also resembled real ones in corgani-
zation and content. HNews stories began
with a lead story on the front page and
continued to other pages inside. Editorials
followed, with comments on various family
or school or world issues and with an edi-
torial cartoon. He noticed that each
parper was made up of at least 15 depart-
ments and must have included at least 50
original articles. He noticed collections of
opinion articles about various current
events issues and reviews of books, mou-
ies and restaurants. He noticed columns
about the vagaries of being the oldest or
ﬁounge-st or the scaregoat in the family.

e noticed polls that students had con-
ducted on each other on such topics as
food, music and politics, and this informa-
tion was presented in_graphics and text.
He noticed "advice" columns and letters to
the editor from editors of "rival' news-
papers. He noticed write—ups of inter—
views and classified ads. And how could he
have missed the graphics —— the headinas,
lines, fillers and original artwork? The
Journalism in progress in that classroom
could not have passed him by.

Hor could he have missed the word

ﬁr—ocessm?, for the computers could
ardly fail to stare douwn even a casual
asser—-by. Like most uisitors these days,
e paused especially to watch "kids at
computers." e noticed that all of them
had learned to type, some very adeptly.
He noticed that some were entering arti-
cles from their writing collections while
others were editing their own work on the
screen or helpcnp? each other in peer edit—
ing situations. e noticed how easilvy they
handled the word processing skills. He
noticed the high level of inferest and the
high rate of "on-task" activity, as stud-
ents arrived at the computers, worked
and departed to let others take their
gla_ces- No teacher seemed necessary at

his stage —— the students had obuiously
mastered word processing. At another
computer, he noticed a parent volunteer
in conference with a student whose work
was on the screen. The volunteer was a
certified teacher, he learned, who uas |
helping students to prepare their stories
for printing. So, he concluded, stories
were being edited by students alone and in
Pairs and together with the teacher in
order to produce publishiable text, a pro-—
cess obviously enhanced by the techno-—
logy. When t_heJaau" at the computer were
done, he noticed the printer go intc
action to produce a copy on paper of an
article ready for the production stage.
With eight computers in actiorn and the
printer droning away, it wasn't the word
Ptrrocessing that the visitor would have
missed in that classroom.
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NHeither would it hauve be=n the dif-
ferences amona the students that he
micced for it was rather obwious that an
were cooperatively encaged in the pro-
Jject. He kriew that this class, ke any
other-, included students with & vers wide
ranae of abilities, from "aifted" to "re-
source room” capabilities. Yet, uhere were
thew? Where were those who should be
laboring over spelling lists and drille?
Where were the geniuses who should be
dabbling with lasers? Thc;.-f must be here
somewhetre, he thought. e began to look
at the partially completed papers for the
mistakes that usually aive away the "dumb”
kids, but the usual fell-tale errors had
been elimnated by word processing. There
were dif ferences in the stories, to be
syre, ditterences in length and complexity
of sentences, choice of topics and words,
style, development, but euery student had
a story to tell with a meanina that could
unmist akeably communicate and =ach had a
message that waz personally significant.
After closer scrutiny, the uvisitor thought
he could pick the labelled ones, but the
students were too busy to care.

It wouldn't have been the integration
of subjects that he missed, for, uho could
escape the_ arnomaly of the "art" on one
desk, the "language" on a second, the
"social studies” orn a third and the "math"
on a fourth? He had noticed already .
that the intearation had actually begun in
the first step of the process. Collections
of writing had revealed that these stud-
ents were familiar with "writing across the
curriculum” and that writing to them was a
way of communicating a message. In the
neuwspapers, he noticed, they had nou
brousht articles from dif ferent subjects
together to produce a composite inter—
disciplinary product not unlike the real
thing. Even the timetable, he noticed, was
being commandeered to serve the inter-
ests of the students and the objectives
of the project. Students were not work-
Na in snippets of time, dropping one sub-
Ject to take up another every 35 min—
utes, but rather they were working in
sustained efforts for large blocks of
time that often encroached even on re-
cess and free time, at the choice of the
students themselves.

it wouldn't have been the role of the

teacher that the visitor micssed, for his
presence was "felt" by evervone in the
room and his influence was evidert in the
interaction. Student biography was
lmlportant here, he conceded, but this was
also a classic case of the influence on
curriculum of teacher biography. Houw else
could he explain this 1partlcular approach
to writing, for example? From whence this
Ppeculiarr approach to classroom neuspa-—
pers, where each student generates a
comp_iete newspaper about himself? And
he interest in computers to produce
computer—generated newspapers? And
glayang havoc with the timetable and with
he traditional separation of subject
areas? And this idea about keeping all
students together and using commonly
structured experiences to challenge each
one to create an authentic and unique
Pager of such magnitude —— who else would
PUt such a task fo "resource room" stud-
ents? It was obvious that such a project
could emerge only from a particular
teacher's autobiography.

Nor could he have missed the apple

theme which rather obviously character-—
ized this class. HNo ugftor could m?ss he
arple decor and the numeroys “apple—
cations" of the theme in different sub-
Ject areas. In talking with the students,
he found them enthusiastic about apples,
about theirr use in room decorations. in
art projects, in the classrocom manage-—
ment and_ awuards system, but especiall
the regular monthly apple treats whic
the students themselves, together with
rparent volunteers, cooked in the staff-
rroom kitchen and_serwved on the last day
of each month. The students were ob-
viously alsc aware of the symbolism of
apples in education and especially of the
significance of the symbtol in computer
literacy. Known as e Apple Gang, they
made much of the theme and cultivated it
also in various ways in theirr newspapers.

in

And of course he couldn't have ig—
nored the enthusiasm and inuvolvement and
frequent abandon of the students, for
they totally ignored him and almost r-an him
down. The room was literally swarming with
activity as students pursued their individ—
ual tasks. Some were seated and working
at their writing. Some were typing at
computers and some were edutnna_. Some
were drauwing and creating graphics and
laying them out on pages. oMme were Con—
sulting with one ancother or with an adult
as the{ waited their turn at computers
or cutters or copiers. The visitors
looked for examples of aimless and "off-
task" behavior. HNatwr-ally, he sau some,
like the big kid beating on his friend when
the teacher wasn't looking or the scrap
parer cccasionally hurled across the
room. There was constant chatter and
movement and activity and very little
teacher intervention. He noticed that
they were almost totally engrossed -——
reading, writing, typing, editing, printing,

cuttin drauwing, arrangin tapin Copying
and tgﬁking —— Why wou dn% they %’e pre—
occupied?

What is it then that might have pass-—
ed this visitor by?7 MWhat is it that would
have come to him only as he st down with
the students and talked with them, as he
conferenced wth them and helped them
with their writing or graphics, as he talk-
ed about their Ea?ers and read their
articles, as he helped them cut and layout
and hoi‘.oc.o v, as he enjoyved their art
and their jokes and their witticisms, as he
entered into meaninaful relationships with
thenm? What is it that, more lmportan_t,]%»
even than the international award whic
eventually came to them, made this pro-—
Ject, for the teacher and for _every
student, an experience that will never be
forgotten? The visitor could be forgiven
Fﬁq' thinking that he had really "seen it
all.
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A FINAL WORD

FROM THE EDITOR

And there it is at
last —— a sixty page per-
sonal student newzpaper
that tries to depict one
. . teacher's experience with
writing instruction and word processing at
the upper elementary school level.

From the beginnir-?; | have been_aware
of the limitations of the progject. The
most serious of these haz been the
attempt on my part to understand the
original word processing project in a "post
hoc" fashion. The lack of good data or
"thick description” led inevitably to uncer-—
tainty of purpose, as | sought for a sat-
isfactory way to account for_ what had
transpired. hree unsyccessful attempts
to formulate the questions in terms o
acceptable research questions and de-—
signs led me finally to abandon intentions
to do a major study. | decided instead to
use a more modest project to present
what data |_had accumulated in a medium
that would illustrate the process. Thus,
this newspaper was intended in an impres—
sionistic manner to open a window on the
ﬁﬁple Gang Project, to explore some of
the issues about writing and computers.
that were raised, and to bring synthesis
and clozure to tﬁat project as well as to
my graduate studies program.

In an informal way, the ]pr'p,ject has
confirmed some of the conclusions that
are being reached about the role of com—
8uter—s in teaching children to write and

o express themseluves more effectively.
it has been obvious, for one thing, tha
elementary school students can use com-
puters in a_masterful way. Further, they
are obviously also highly motivated by
computers and seem to perform at a high—
er level. Computers have been shouwn in
this pro.ject as capable of acting as tools
that help students to act like adults and
to live vicariously in at least_one profes—
sion of the adult world, namely journalism.
In a word processing grOJect with elem—
entary students that was more intensive
than any_described in the research arti—
cles, all 21 students in this project
proved themselves capable of masterin
word processing. Attitudinal surveys also
revealed an overwhelmingly positive re—
sponse toward computers, toward news—
paper production and toward uwritina itself

. So uhat of the future? HNext vear
will probably see me back in a grade six
classroom and back to working with child—
ren and computers. | can see myself con-
tinuing to explore the ways in which com—
puters are most appropriately used in
elementary school to accomplish the goals
of education. | would like to undertake
another major word processing Pl"Oé&Ct,
and perhaps this time | will be able to
reach more carefully substantiated con-
clusions. The experience has certainly
left me convinced of the "manifest de-
stiny" of computers in elementary schools
and of word pr'ocessmgl in writing classes
at the elementary level If the ﬁp'gﬂe
Garg Personal Student Newspaper Project
has in any way illustrated or verified the
conclusions of others, then for me per-—
sonally, it will have been worthuhile.
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For Sale

- STUDENT WRITING

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENTS

Help

Ulsed books in qood
condition, some ex-—

Wanted

Work Wanted

citing and =some
toring. Call Tuvet.

Goldfish, big or lit-
tle, three months

Hornda CR 80 in good
condition, not rusted
or overrun, up to
$400. Call Scott.

old, eat little, ask-
ing 1 _for three
fish. Call Kimber1ly.

Black pedal bike in

Farm with large home
in Lethbridge area.

Larae enou?h for
horses. Call Jolynne.

fair condition,
go00d grip_ wheels,
asking €100 or
motre. Call Scott.

Coleco Uideo Game sys-]
tem with games. Good

condition, not damaged
in any way. Call Scott.

Hot afraid of baby-—

Lady with experi-
ence to clean
rumpus room. Call
Kim.

sitting anyone 10 yrs
or younger. Call ﬁ’ .

Lum. Cal

Can mow launs, take
care of pets, drive

Maid to clean +oom
on Saturday, must
be tidy. Call Rich.

ehicles, sweep, vac—
u i Rhonda.

Wi do dishes, launs,
snow removal, photo—

One acre of laun
mouwing three times

Per week; mower
and gas supplied.
Call Duwayne.

copying, pet care,
cleaning yards, wash-
ina cars. Call Duayne.

Person to do dish-
es_. Call Sheldon.

Used UooDoo Moto-
cross bike, 9cod
condition, S
old, asking $7%
Call Mark.

Small poadle, one_ foot
tall, curly hair. Call
Bruce.

Used Intellivision
cartridges of
them, excellent

Black skateboard,
good condition, no
more than $15. Call
Scott.

shape, $#40 firm.
Call Ronald.

Used bic]ycle, two
vear-s old, good
condition, $35 firm

Huge =stereo with
radio, tape deck and
record player

more than $250
Christina.

no
. Call

Small moving jobs and

ard clean—ups, also
Eabysuttmg, reason—
able rates. Call Ron.

Boy not afraid of

Person to take
care of vard,
must be able to
drive and be good
with plants. Start
at $4.50. Call Evan

work will mow lawns,
shovel snouw, take

care of pets, wash
cars. Call Sheldon.

Good animal or pet
care at reasonable

Person_to do
housecleaning.
mechanical, and
work in EIQ bat-ns,
reasonable rates.
Call William_

rates. Call Tattianna.

Call Jdohannr.
One year old cat,
excellen

pet
asking 5. Call
Tattianna.

Honda ATC, good con—
dition, no rust or
ﬁeelln paint, must

ave handbrakes and
3 wheels. Call Mark.

Used Raleigh Track
er bicycle, 3 yr=s

old, terrific cond-
ition. Call Sheldon.

One year old, short
haired male purebred
German Shepherd, tan
and black, @ood watch
dog. Call Rhonda.

Used two wheel
dirt bike, 5 yrs
old. Good condition
£125_ Call Kyla.

A loud siren, cheap, in
ood condition. Call
illiam._

Used sticks and
wire, excellent
shape. Call Ronald

Used 2—-man tent with
floor, front zipper,
up to $85. Call Kyla.

Will take care of most
pets, also do dishes,
.90 per half hour.

Person to help
feed animals, must
love all kinds, call
Tattianna.

Call Jolynne.

Will do small yvard
clean—up jobs, baby-—

Per-son to wash
dishes and clean
house. Call Tuyet.

sittina. Can also drive
farm machinery. Dana.

Teenager will do lawns,
chores, snow removal
and pe{: care. Grant.

Wil do yard work for
any person in _grade
six. Call Cherie.

Honest, reliable
person over 20,
with experience in
shoE, farming and
working with cous
and pigs. Reason-
able wage and
modern house to
live in. Shannon.

Will do chores, car
washin lawuns, snow

Hitman to beat up
local dogs, must

Cht-is at Popaholics.

Friernd wanted to
stay in fancy
house, won't cost
ou a thing; about
2 yvrs old, not
shy or easily home
sick. Call Grant.

Start liking the soundj
of scratching on the
board; ﬁay $5 per hr
for 1(5_ t-s of listen-
ing to it; call Ronald
at Board Scratchers
Anonymous.

Going to Florida in
July by bus; 11 vr
old companion want
ed; must share.

expenses; stavying
3 weeks. Call Rich.

Have you ever, wanted
to Jjoin a club? Here
is your big chance!
Joirn the Gum Chewers
Club and get free
samples every month.
Call Sheldon.

Get fit, jog lift
weights, ets; come
to my gym for ex—

ercise; ?lr'.s and
. older. Call Kim.

Nail Cheuers Anory—

mous — for an easy

way to stop chewing,
call Shannon.

Used BB gun, 3 yr<=|1981 Kenworth truck removal, hog feeding be bold fearless
old, good condition,]in excellent shape, hoeing, cleaning_ yards_jdanger pay & ben-
$£33. " Call Grant. £75000. Call Sheldon. Reasonable. William. efits. AppleMaster
Do vou have a pop Companion wanted to |[Friend wanted to
Pel"sona] drinking habit? Call come to Calgary Crow— Elay with my small

foot Tourrmament Mar.
29 to 31, must hel
pay for gas and
rroom at Sheraton.
Call Dana.

or

Good friend wanted,

rother, gets into
Someone wanted to
travel to Las |
Uegas and Miami
Beach, share ex-—
enses for m
amaro. Call Scott

very friendly and

funny, must be out-

?omg and not shy.
want to be a good

friend. Call Cherie.

Would like a very
good friend who
is not bothered
by apg_earar-ces
or habits. Jolynne.

Gumaholics—for those
who chew a lot and
want to stop. Call
Johann.

Companion needed for
two month trig to
California. Call Rich.

When the sun of
oy is hidden and
he sky i over-—

cast, Jjust remem-—

ber, light is com—
ing, and a storm
can never last!
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Three months later, all 21 papers were complete, including
those of several "resource room" students. The papers ranged in
length from 16 to 22 pages and each paralleled a "real" newspaper in
length as well as in the variety of articles and graphicse.
Encouraged in the Research course, I spent many hours in May,
collecting data by means of questionnaires and interviews, and I
received feedback from educators, journalists and word processing
specialists. The papers were submitted to Apple Computer Clubs
International Merit Competition and received a second-place award
for effective use of word processing, newspaper writing, and
integration of subject areas.

PRECEDENTS AND PARALLEL CASES

The research course proved imstrumental in getting me into
literature in order to study precedents and similar cases
experienced by others. Several computer searches revealed that no
study of similar magnitude had been done at the upper elementary
level. Word processing had been used a lot in composition at the
college level and to a limited extent at the high school level.
Only a few experiments with word processing at lower levels were
reported, and none of these amounted to more than about four weeks
of actual computer work by students. A case approach had been used
in one instance to study the use of word processing by three grade
five students over a period of several weeks. No evidence could be
found, either, of projects involving the generation of student
newspapers at the upper elementary level.

Researchers were essentially in agreement on the following
conclusions with respect to the use of computers in writing at the
elementary level:

l. Computers can be used in a masterful way by elementary
school students.

2. Elementary school students are highly motivated by computers
and seem to perform at a higher level.

3. Computers can be tools that help students to act like adults
and to live vicariously in an adult world.

4. Students at the grade six level can master word processing.

5. Word processing makes editing easier for students.

All of those conclusions also followed logically from my
experimental project and in these ways the project could be
construed as a replication or an affirmation. But there were also
other questions relating to the use of computers in writing, and
some of these provided the focus of several thesis proposals.

THE PROPOSALS

The first proposal, developed in connection with the
research course, posed the following questions:



l. Can students produce better personal newspapers by word
processing than by hand?

2. Does a computer based writing project promote positive
student attitudes toward writing and toward school?

3. Does a computer based writing project promote positive
parental attitudes and support?

4. Does a computer based newspaper project meet expectations
for a grade 6 language experience?

It was proposed that both qualitative and quantitative data
would be collected in order to make a comparison between the
computer produced papers and the hand-written papers of several
years before. The emphasis was to be on a description of the
processes and the products and on a final evaluation by a number of
different individuals and groups. The proposal was abandoned .
because it lacked specificity and clarity and because it called for
the attempted reconstruction of data from a two-year-old project as
well as from the current project.

The second proposal, developed in connection with the
Evaluations course, was intended to try to separate the project into
the four components of "functional writing", "personal student
newspapers'", word processing, and the personal student newspapers as
a method of "accommodating individual student differences," and to
evaluate each on the basis of seven criteria:

1. Is it LEGITIMATE in the Grade Six curriculum?
2. Is it FEASIBLE for Grade Six students?
3. Is it ADAPTABLE to a variety of student learning styles
and abilities?
4. Does it provide for AUTHENTIC learning experiences?
5. Does it provide opportunities for the expression of
student CREATIVITY?
6. Is it EFFICACIOUS in terms of investments and benefits?
7. Is it APPROPRIATE and WORTHWHILE for students in Grade Six?

Again, it was proposed to use both quantitative and
qualitative types of data as evidence to be assessed according to
these criteria. The emphasis was to be on the study as an
evaluation project intended to reach an assessment of the experiment
and its resulting products. The proposal was abandoned because of a
concern about the effects of bias and because it seemed to be trying
to answer too many questions.

The third proposal, developed in connection with a writing
course, was intended to provide for the generation of a Creative
Project that would itself be a "personal student newspaper." It
seemed to me that this would be the most authentic way that this
project could be done. If my interest was in trying to appreciate
the student side of the project and in trying to understand what
they were going through, then it made sense to put myself through
the same process. If I believe that the newspaper is an effective



medium of personal communication and that it can authentically
accommodate a large variety of types of writing, then it made sense
for me to explore those possibilities at my level in terms of a
thesis project. If I was committed to a creative approach
consistent with my own interests and background and if I intended to
create a product that would be of interest to practising teachers,
especially those interested in word processing and writing, then it
made sense to address them in terms of a creative project. Finally,
if 1 was trying to answer too many questions in earlier proposals,
then it made sense to separate them into implicit and explicit
statements and to devote the written message toward answering the
questions relating to word processing and the medium itself toward

making an implicit statement about the worth of newspapers as a part
of the classroom curriculum.

In particular, the Creative Project was intended to address
this question:

"Aside from the main implicit statement about the worth of
newspapers as a medium of integrated, individualized and
interdisciplinary instruction, the main purpose of this
project will be to conduct a case study of how teacher
autobiography functioned in the creation of curriculum and
within that case study to determine the effects that word
processing had on the generation of personal student
newspapers and on the students themselves."

The proposal went on to suggest a variety of "departments"
that would be included in the project, the types of writing that
would be used, and some of the topics about which articles would be
written. It was intended, for example, that description occupy the
news or narrative sections, that interpretation and analysis would
take the form of columns and editorials, and that student papers be
excerpted and included as "advertising". The proposal also included
.a description of the process to be used in creation and of the
process and criteria to be used in evaluation.

The proposal caused some concernse. It was concluded that
"advocacy" was still a limitation and that the newspaper format
tended to accentuate this even more. The project still did not seem
to focus on specific and preferably measurable research questions.
As a "collage", it seemed that the project would not constitute a
single, cohesive statement but that one part might be in
contradiction to another. It did not adequately accommodate the
five steps of the traditional thesis nor did it reveal a
satisfactory basis in the research literature. The absence of
quantitative pre-experiment data or of anecdotal "thick description"
continued to undermine the proposals. Some of the questions to be
answered seemed too simple while others seemed too broad. The
proposal might have materialized into a four—course project if the
original experiment could have been replicated.



The proposal was not abandoned, but, because of the time
factor, it was scaled down to a one~course project and modified to
achieve slightly altered objectives. The fourth proposal, then, was
for a one—-course project that would be very similar to the third but
different in degree and would include the objective to master and
use computer software in the creation of the final product. This
has now been carried out and the final result is the paper known as
"Irwin's Apple Gang: A Creative Project on Word Processing in the
Generation of Personal Student Newspapers.'

THE VERDICT

The final product is my own personal student newspaper that
chronicles my academic journey for the benefit of fellow teachers
interested in computers and kidse. As you can see, it 1is a
compilation of many things. It describes the original project from
my point of view and it devotes pages to some of the best writing
from each student. It surveys, samples and summarizes the responses
of students, parents and others, as extracted from the data that was
collected, and it takes into account the experiences of others.
Essentially, like the original project, it is meant to be
exploratory rather than definitive, impressionistic rather than
comprehensive, suggestive rather than declarative, illustrative
rather than explanatory, perhaps doing no more than suggesting the
need to investigate such questions as these:

1. Can elementary school students learn to compose as well
at computers as they can with paper and pencil?

2. Does skill in word processing lead to the application
of better revision strategies?

3. Does skill in word processing lead to an improvement in
the quality of student writing?

4. Does word processing contribute to more effective
mastery of basic writing skills than paper and pencil?

5. Are certain types of writing, such as structured writing,
taught more effectively by word processing than other types,
such as "creative" writing?

6. Does skill in word processing make it possible for
students to complete larger and better writing projects?

7. By what means can word processing most effectively be
introduced to elementary school students?

8. Does the use of computers and especially word processors
affect the way students think about language and the
writing process?

It's been a year of hammering the facts and the law, of
hammering quantitative and qualitative methods, of hammering
questions, proposals and designs. I've hammered out of advocacy and
conviction, out of jubilant discovery, out of frustration and
defeat, and out of affirmation and achievement. This presentation
is for me the last requirement of the program, and so today, in a
personal celebration, I am content to hammer on the table.





