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Definition 

1. Gender harassment: Generalized sexist remarks and behavior not necessarily 
designed to elicit sexual cooperation, but to convey insulting, degrading, or sexist 
attitudes about women. 

2. Seductive behavior: Inappropriate and offensive sexual advances. Although 
such behavior is unwanted and offensive, there is no penalty explicitly attached to 
the woman’s negative response; nor does this category include sexual bribery. 

3. Sexual bribery: Solicitation of sexual activity or other sex-linked behavior by 
promise of rewards. 

4. Sexual coercion: Coercion of sexual activity or other sex-linked behavior by 
threat of punishment. 

5. Sexual imposition: Sexual imposition (e.g., attempts to fondle, touch, kiss, or 
grab) or sexual assault. 



Characteristics of sexual harassment victims and perpetrators 



Theories explaining sexual harassment 





Consequences of sexual harassment 





Classification of victim’s responses to sexual harassment

endurance

denial

detachment

reattribution

illusory control 

avoidance

appeasement

assertion (

seeking social support Seeking institutional or 

organizational relief



Ignore -> Avoid -> Self-help -> Tell friends/family -> Tell equal -> Tell superiors -> 
Tell attorney/agency 

(McLaughlin, 2010) 



Sexual harassment and rape myth acceptance 

fabrication/exaggeration ulterior motives natural

heterosexuality women’s responsibility .



this kind of girl asked for it

“she did not fight so it was not rape

he did not mean to” “it does not sound like something he would do” “it 

is not a big deal “she 

falsely alleged rape out of spite or for attention”

“men cannot control themselves once they become sexually excited”





the

adaptation of commercial marketing technologies to programs designed to influence the 

voluntary behavior of target audiences to improve their personal welfare and that of the 



society of which they are a part

















RQ1: What are the themes from #whyIdidntreport data that affect victims’ 

intention to report? 



Attitude toward the behavior 



Subjective norms 



Perceived behavioral control 







RQ2: How do the different characteristics of a tweet with the #whyIdidntreport 

influence its reader engagement? 







Thematic analysis 





Thematic analysis process 



Step 1: Familiarization with the data 

Step 2: Generating initial codes 



Step 3: Searching for themes 



Step 4: Reviewing themes 



shame

blame

“1. The name of the theme 
2. The definition of what the theme concerns 
3. A description of how to know when the theme occurs”



Step 5: Defining and naming themes 



Step 6: Producing the report 

Ensuring rigor in qualitative data analysis 







He was my best friend of 11yrs because THEY were my advisor, my 

colleague, my friend’s parent, my classmates”







(1) shame 

and blame; (2) fear of not being believed; (3) dismissing the seriousness and suppressing 

it; (4) belief that reporting will have negative results; (5) desire to protect others; (6) too 

scared or traumatized; (7) inability to understand what happened; (8) powerlessness; 

(9) lack of evidence 

shame and blame

fear of not being believed desire to protect others

#whyididntreport because no one ever believed Alternative women, because 1st 
assault was in the 1970s, because no one believed someone like me could be assaulted, 
because I was told not to in case the reputation of the band suffered, because I was 
ashamed

Shame and 

blame fear of not being 

believed lack of evidence powerlessness



Categorization of Twitter Posts 

I felt ashamed and I blamed myself. (Attitude towards the behavior) (n = 208) 

ruined violated and dirty

I was ashamed



“Silenced by shame. Locked away, secrets became demons. Ugly, but contained. I 
was only disgusting on the inside. A pretty smile hid my humiliation. I buried my 
truth hoping it would fade away. Ashes to ashes, dust to dust. Down into my hell 
where it belonged.”
“He made me feel like I was damaged and I was ashamed of what people would 
think of me”
“I still wanted to try to be a “normal” teenage girl. I wasn’t comfortable letting 
people see a vulnerable or sad side of myself.”

“I drank. I got in his car. I entered his apartment. I thought that, bc some of the 
decisions made were mine, I bore the entirety of the blame.”

with a gun in my face all I wanted was to live. afterwards I felt like a coward. I 
felt like I didn’t fight hard enough because I was afraid. After telling I felt like 
people would’ve been less ashamed of me if I had of fought back and taken the 
bullet.”

“I was drunk and I let him come home with me; I willingly allowed him into my
space. I didn’t realize what happened to me until a few days later. I felt like it was 
my fault”

I was so embarrassed for even putting myself in that situation. “

“I was ashamed as a man that I couldn't or wouldn't defend myself.”



“I was young and ashamed and felt like I had somehow asked for it even though I 
said NO and STOP multiple times.”

“I thought I deserved it”

“At the age of 19 and being an evangelical Christian, I felt like it was punishment 
for the sin of drinking too much.”

My important others would shame and blame me. (Subjective norms) (n = 105) 

“my whole family would have shamed me and called me a slut”

I didn't report the boy because my parents had already taught me that ... That it 
was somehow my fault. That I must have deserved it, asked for ...”

“I didn't tell because I was afraid my parents would blame me. When they finally 
found out 10 years later, they did blame me. My Mom asked, "What did you do to 
make him do that to you?”



“it happened at a party when I was 16. I immediately told my ‘friends’. The next 
day at school I was called a whore in the hallways.  

“Because my boyfriend at the time told me it was my fault for putting myself in 
that situation.”

“I lost my virginity to date rape at the age of 17. I went to my religious leader the 
next day and told him what happened. He told me that I deserved it for putting 
myself in that situation, and that I needed to marry my assaulter.”

“Bc knowing our society, no matter the story, I’d be told it was my fault.”

“Fear I’d be blamed, shamed, hated, stalked, called a liar, a slut, & a 
homewrecker. “

“i didn’t want to be on the news or in the paper having people label me a stupid 
slut or easy.”

The authorities would shame and blame me. (Perceived behavioral control) (n = 44)

“when asked by the DA if I was “out whoring around” that night, I gave up”



“because of the shame I felt after going to the doctor the day after, the way they 
made me feel as if I let it happen.”

“The officer rolled his eyes at me when I tried to file a report. He then proceeded 
to criticize the outfit I was wearing, asked if I’d been drinking”

My important others would not believe me. (Subjective norms) (n = 145) 

my parents thought I wanted 

attention”, “I told … my boyfriend. He said I was lying for attention”, “My step-father

started raping me when I was 11. Didn't tell Mum until I was 18--her 1st words: ‘Why

would you lie to me?’”

“I was 8 and it continued for 5 years. When I finally came forward, my mom said I 
was just trying to cover for a bad report card.”

“The professor in charge told me I was lying to get out of going to class.”



“He was a ‘good’ student. Ppl liked him. The only friend I told--responded w: ‘He 
wld never do that.’”

“I was 5 when it started. When I got older and told a family member, they said ‘I
don’t think he’d ever do that’”

Because I knew what I would face: A justice system that wouldn't protect me and 
a society that wouldn't believe me.”

”I was scared no one would believe me”

The authorities would not believe me. (Perceived behavioral control) (n = 26) 

“I didn’t think the police would believe me”

“I actually reported. I was then made to feel like a liar by hospital staff and the 
officer handling my case.”

“I was in college and when I walked to the police station after I gained 
consciousness, cold and wet from laying in a field for who knows how long, the 
desk cop basically told me regret was not grounds to file a report for rape.”



“Because they would have believed him over me thanks to the excessive alcohol 
use and subsequent memory loss.”

“I was drugged and taken from the nightclub I was in with my friend to a hotel 
where I was raped. I had been drinking, and had “a history”. So I didn’t tell cos I 
didn’t think anyone would believe me”

I dismissed the seriousness of the assault and suppressed it. (Attitude toward the

behavior) (n = 65) 



“I kept telling myself it didn’t happened”

“reporting is admitting something terrible happened to me”

“I convince myself that it wasn’t assault”

“Because it happened so often to so many girls/women I know, including myself, I 
thought it was normal behavior and that we just had to learn to take it, which a lot 
of us did!”

“I STILL tell myself it wasn't bad enough to be taken seriously”

“Because i didn't want weeks or months of my life consumed by a person/ incident 
I didn't want to think about. Because I didn't want to talk about it with my family. 
Because I didn't want to talk about it with anyone. Because I just wanted to bury it 
and move on.”

“thought if i ignored it then it would go away”

My important others dismissed the seriousness of the assault and suppressed it.

(Subjective norms) (n = 54) 



a friend told me i didn’t seem ‘too bothered’ & when i told her how i felt about 
the situation she just shrugged. none of my friends supported me/checked on me, 
to them i seemed fine but they had no idea”

“when I told my parents they laughed and shrugged it off so I felt that I was 
making something out of nothing.”

“my boyfriend told me I was making a big deal out of nothing.”

“I was 11. Told me mom. She told me to forgive and pray.”

“I was 10. I told my mom at 14. She ignored it. She admitted she knew all along 
when I was 47. She is still with him today.”

“he was a much older photographer and friends with bigger people in the 
industry. I did the photoshoot I had been booked for and was told ‘this is just part 
of it’”

“Because it happened so often over the years that followed that I thought it was 
the norm. Because the culture told me it was the norm.”

The authorities dismissed the seriousness of the assault and suppressed it. (Perceived 

behavioral control) (n = 19) 

“I’ve told this story before. I was 19, woke up to a man standing over my bed, 
somehow fought him out of my apt. Called the police, identified a serial rapist in 
the neighborhood. The police busted me for crumbs of marijuana. “

“I also had a feeling that it wouldn’t be taken seriously by the partrons.”



“I was drugged and taken advantage of. When I reported, campus police told me 
this happened all the time so they didn't file a report.”

I believed that reporting would have negative results. (Attitude toward the behavior) (n 

= 93) 

There's no good foreseeable outcome in reporting”

“‘Cos being afraid was a way of life. I knew I’d lose everything. My job. Career. 
My mum.”

“I actually did report, and I got kicked out of college because of it.”

“I did! and even with video evidence, the process was long, drawn out, violating, 
demeaning, exhausting, shameful, traumatizing, embarrassing, and fruitless, 
because he ended up with zero charges against him”.



“Because I didn't think the classmate who raped me would face any consequences, 
while my life would be ruined.”

“I F* DID and there were no consequences for him and a seemingly endless list of 
consequences and abuses for me”

My important others believed that reporting would have negative results. (Subjective 

norms) (n = 7) 

“I didn’t report the boy because my parents had already taught me that nothing 
would be done ... and that only bad things came from reporting.”

“2nd time He was my professor. I reported it to a female teacher. Said no one 
would believe me. That it would ruin my life”

“Because my mother said it would turn out worse for me than for him....I’d be 
“tainted.””

The authorities believed that reporting would have negative results. (Perceived 

behavioral control) (n = 7) 

“I was drugged and raped in the Navy. The MP told me if I filed a report I would 
be charged with adultery because my rapist was married. I would lose my benefits 



and face a dishonorable discharge. ‘Let’s chalk this up to a bad choice on your 
part’.”

“I did. & I was told that a jury would rip me to shreds if I followed through.”

“when I was 4, I was molested by my babysitters' neighbour. My parents reported 
and were counselled against pressing charges, because I would have been 
basically on trial and would have suffered from the stigma in a small town.”

I wanted to protect others. (Attitude toward the behavior) (n = 52) 

I was abused by 2 married men (one of them was my uncle) and I didn't want to 
destroy their marriages.”

“didn’t want to publicly ruin someone’s life, even though they privately ruined 
mine”

.

“they were my “friends”. because i didn’t want to ruin their football careers.”

“it was my bestfriend’s, at the time, stepbrother and I didn’t want to be the reason 
to break apart her family.”



“I didn’t want my mom to feel bad that she didn’t protect me and blame herself. 
She still doesn’t know to this day (34 years later) because I want to protect her 
heart.”

“because I was afraid my dad would kill my abuser and then end up in jail.”

“I was in 5th grade when my Grandmother's new husband began molesting me. I
was scared she'd lose her house and financial support if I told. I didn't want my 
Dad to feel like he'd failed to protect me.”

My important others discouraged reporting to protect others. (Subjective norms) (n = 

14)

Bc I was 13, he was 30. Bc my 21 yr old sister was there. Bc she was 
encouraging it. Bc when I started crying on the car ride home, she told me I 
couldn’t bc it could ruin that man’s entire life”

“I did. And when my mother found out that I went to the police, she told me that I 
had ruined a man’s life for no reason.”

“I was told not to in case the reputation of the band suffered,”

“I didn't even tell my editor as he'd have stopped me going out as a reporter to 
"protect me" - actually to protect the paper.”



The authorities discouraged reporting to protect others. (Perceived behavioral control) 

(n = 12) 

“The police officer I spoke to said, and I quote, ‘Are you sure you want to report 
this? It could ruin his life, you know.’”

“I was 15 years old. I did report i to my school counselor after the fact and later 
to therapist. The counselor and therapist told me not to report the boys because 
we were all drunk. And the boys would be branded for life.”

“When I woke up in the hospital the police told me I should give my abuser 
another chance because he seemed like such a nice guy and filing charges would 
damage his future”

I was scared and traumatized by what had happened. (Attitude toward the behavior) (n 

= 116) 



“He said he would kill me and I believed him. He had beaten me within an inch of 
my life.”

“he was an angry, violent 14 year old, who threatened to cut my toes off if I told 
anyone he molested me.”

“He had guns in his home and he told me he would use them if I said anything. I. 
Was. So. Scared.”

I felt re-traumatized during the reporting and prosecution process. (Perceived 

behavioral control) (n = 17) 

“because the idea of telling anyone about made me think about it & thinking 
about it made me sick, terrified & humiliated, as if it was happening all over 
again.”

“Being incredibly shy as a child and having to repeat myself to so many 
unfamiliar faces and feel like they were all against me was so traumatic I told 
them I lied because I was too damn scared to face them. When they should’ve 
made me feel safe to speak up.”

“There were eight other girls. We were made to stand in front of the church 
deacons and tell exactly what he had done to us. This was more embarrassing and 
humiliating than the assault. The next time I kept my mouth shut.”



“I was a child … I didn't have the vocabulary about what was happening to me. 
Because I did not receive any education about consent”

“I was eight. The only words I could come up with was ‘tickled me wrong and I 
don't like it. Please don't let him do it again.’”

“the first time it happened, I was a child. He said we were friends and this is what 
friends do. I didn’t understand it, I couldn’t explain it, and you don’t tell on your 
friends.”

“It was a family member, coming from a strict, religious family, I was taught that 
the only ones we could be safe with was with family! I was 8.”



“I was 17+ didn’t realize ‘attempted date rape’ was a thing.”

“Because I didn’t know coercion is not consent. Because I didn’t know I was 
allowed to revoke my consent at any time. “

“I was 15 and didn't realize I had been raped. Real rapes were when women got a 
gun pointed to their head and beat up. My rape wasn't violent enough. So 
therefore, my rape wasn't a "real" rape.”

“I was his children's nanny. I had no where else to live... He was rich, I was 
poor”

“He was the owner of the house we lived in. I was afraid we would be homeless 
again.”

“because he's white and I'm not. That's it. Courts don't even believe white women. 
I don't have a chance.”

“because my molester was a JUDGE, who groped me in public.”

“Who do you report to when the person who assaulted you is the police?”



“I was told that I wasn't a reliable witness to my own rape because of how badly I 
was beaten.”

“‘Do you have proof?’ Because on a college campus filled with cameras and 
thousands of potential witnesses, I couldn’t find a single shred of evidence to 
prove it.”

“I did report when I was 14, but he got rid of every last shred of evidence, and I 
was deemed mentally unstable because I was suicidal. I was told it was a lost 
cause.”

“When I finally did tell they said it had been too long to press charges.”

“I reported my rape to police 3 months after it happened and the police asked why 
I waited so long. Also the police never contacted my rapist and the DA’s office 
declined to press charges.”

“I was told because it was an assault and rape by a stranger in a parking lot it 
would end up a cold case and a waste of department resources.”

“how do you report someone whose name you don’t even know? who was a 
complete stranger, yet still felt entitled enough to my body to violate it? who came 



into my home, ripped my clothes off, mutilated me, & then left without saying a 
word?”

shame and 

blame the fear of not being believed dismissing the seriousness of the 

assault and suppressing it



belief that reporting will have negative results powerlessness

lack of evidence

A desire to protect others, 

being traumatized being unable to understand what happened



I let him come home with me; I willingly allowed 

him into my space (“i’m the one who got 

obliterated drunk I was in a short dress



it was normal behavior it was the 

norm assaults weren't a big deal





(1) Linguistic processes: word count, total pronouns, articles, prepositions, 
numbers, negations 

(2) Psychological processes: affective process, positive emotions, negative 
emotions, cognitive process, perceptual process 

(3) Relativity: time, space, motion 

(4) Personal concerns: occupation, leisure activity, money/financial issues, 
religion, death and dying 



anxiety  anger sadness

authenticity

Tweet engagement



Followers.

Date posted

likes likes

β β



Descriptive Statistics for Dependent and Independent Variables 



Negative Binomial Regression Testing Effects of Theme Presence  
on the Number of Likes and Retweets 

Variable Coefficient (SE) Coefficient (SE) 

*p ≤ .05, ** p ≤ .01, *** p ≤ .001, N = 813



Negative Binomial Regression Testing Effects of Theme Presence on Tweet Authenticity 

Variable Coefficient (SE) 

*p ≤ .05, ** p ≤ .01, *** p ≤ .001, p  N = 813 

Negative Binomial Regression Testing Effects of Affective Elements on the Number of 
Likes and Retweets 

Variables Coefficient (SE) Coefficient (SE) Coefficient (SE) Coefficient (SE) 

*p .05, ** p ≤ .01, *** p ≤ .001, N = 813

Effect of theme presence on tweet engagement 



Χ p

Χ p Χ

p Χ p

Χ p Χ

Χ p

Χ p Χ

p

Effect of theme presence on authenticity 



Χ

p

Χ p

Χ p Χ

p

Χ p

Χ p Χ

p Χ p

Χ p

Effect of the emotion expressions 

Χ Χ

Χ

Χ

Χ

Χ

Χ

Χ



Χ

Χ

Χ Χ

belief that 

reporting will have negative results powerlessness lack of 

evidence



shame and blame fear

of not being believed dismissing the seriousness of the assault and 

suppressing it

desire to protect others

I, me, my

think, know, feel) 

but, except, without



being traumatized inability to comprehend what 

happened



.
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